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Foreword

The bookRecent Developments ina8iology andSocial Work edited by Georget&ata,
Mehmet Ali bay and Hasan Arslagathers paper®n two overlapping discipline$
(applied)sociologyandsocialwork i that study community, social interaction and the effect
of various systems such as family, school, community, law, or political sphere on the
individual. If sociologyprovides a thorough examination of the causfesocial dysfunction
(putting an emphasis on theory and focusing on social groups to lead to individoeia),
work is more focused on practical strategies to alleviafeyiing to change or improve a part

of society by focusing on each individual)

As a social sciencepociologyuses methods of empirical investigation and critical analysis to
develop knowledge about social order, social disorder and social change.

Sociologyasthe study of social behawioor society is analysdaerefrom the perspective of
its organizatioralone(Christian Ruggiero and Giovanni Santonastaso

Several authoreave conducted research social policy(Vincenzo MaimonevVlagda Soruy

Ferhat A é Aysun AydirOksuz and Zafer Sagdi@and onwelfare (Kooni YukLing Ma,

Gloryka EdnaditaBur - i n Bleil @inNilulkeroNegizZkA,h me t DU-raifgpeak,

Me r y e m , Hajl Bijpden,Cevat Bilgin and Handan Kaynar BilgierapT a Kk d e mi r , H.
Bur - i n Hég whleatherkRosalia CondorelliAndreaLombardiling havefocused

primarily onrefining the theoretical understanding of social processes

Subject matter ranges from timeicro-sociology level of individual agency and interaction
(Rosalia Condorel)i to the macrosociology level of systems and the social structure
(Giuseppe Luca De Luca Picione, Lucia Fortini and Emanuele Maglonia

The traditional focuses of sociologgre, in this volume, omleviance(Assiye AkaPaola

Panarese and Chiara Landi, Ruchan Gokdag, Metin Kdied Bahar AykacNe ki d e
YéIl ddawé&Em ma Es gl mligighdMedheme t ), ¥Yeaual®y@eqgya Juwita and

Grace Kilis, Melike Kapla) social class(O. Nejat Akfirat, Vehbi Bayharg e - i | ¥zdemi
Me t | i d&jovanni Brancato and Giada Fioravahptsocial mobility (K. Onur
Unutulmaz, andsocial stratification(Suna Tekel, Ozte AltunsuSonmez and Mina Furat

Given thatall spheres of human activity are affected by the interplay bets@®al structure

and individu& agency, sociological researdould not ignoresuch subjects asducation

(Alessia Bartolinj Andrea LombardiniloDer ya EI gl y a k#8gnnd, Kanadeniz

and Beyza Karadenizhealth(Al ej andr a Ram2r ez QOrlzah Balkciand S:
and H. Mustafa Paksoy¥ z g e Sornyd alCeyl,ijma¥ z ckagima tingemek

(Giuseppe di PaloAysun AydirOksuz,and Bahar Kucul, medicine (B e n @erkmen,

military (Lucia Fortini Umut BekcanV e d a't ¢, adleeéof leamial activity inthe
development of scientific knowledge!l i ¢ a nAliEsgip)t amdsocial capital(Dominika
Liszkowska, Giulia Rossi, Ozge Cengiz and Can Cgngiz

The topic ofqualitative and qualitative techniques in social reseadaschpproached bglican

K a p Otber approaches towards the analysissofiety such asnterpretative (Rosalia
Condorelli, Kb r ahi m EY, heenmneliq\jinaenzo Maimone, Kooni Y4kng Ma)

and philosophic(Al i canM&Klapdete Caméec¥2at al ay admardalsBenem
represented in this volume, together with research basedaiytical (Magda Sorur, Ozlem


http://iassr2.org/rs/004.pdf

Altunsi-Sonmez and Mina FuratOnur Unutulmay, computational (Halil Bilecen) and
mathematica(K. Cevat Bilgin and Handan Kaynar Bilginigoroustechniques

This collection of essays on the study of human beings as members of sadiefypeal to
administrators, business magnates, developers, educators, legislators, managers, non
governmental organisations, nprofit organisations, planners, lgiwians and policymakes,
and social workers, as wels toall people interested in resolving social issues in general



Complexity Theory, Sociology Social Integration: A New Theoretical and
Methodological Paradigm for Social Sciences

Rosalia Condorelli

1. Introduction

Over the past few decades, behavioral and social sciences have seen a paradigm shift,
expressive of a broader, interdisciplinary process ofowaeding the paradigm of
contemporary science. Currently, the science of complexity is the most significargadriopo

this process of paradigmatic-feundation, marking the passing of the classic scientific
epistemological, mechanistic and reductionist, Newtoheplacian paradigm, and, therefore,

the passing of the way of understanding and doing science emerged seventeenth
century, starting from the conceptualization of its own object of study, andthe.system

with its operating mechanism and its evolutidrhe scientific community is presently
witnessing the rise of a new science showing thddioifi our capacity to predict and control
events and celebrating the growing acknowledgement of non linearity and, therefore,
discontinuity irreversibility, uncertainty, unpredictability of real phenomena:

This essay reflects on the main implications of Mew General System Complex
Theoryfor Science in general, redefining and dispelling myths of traditional science, and
Sociology in particularin Sociology, insights ofComplexity Theorjhave contributedo a
new way of thinking about social systems, leyaddressing some fundamental sociological
Issues starting to social system, emergence, change and predictability concepts, and re
specifying the relationship between migr@acro levels of analysis, systeand environment,
order and disorder, determinism and chance, processes in the frame of-a anti
reductionist/emergentist perspectiféne paper focuses on these theoretical issues and tries to
re-read issues inherent the social integration in a increasdiffgrentiated, individualized
and globalized modern society in the light of the most recent theoretical and methodological
acquisitions in the field of complex systems.

2. The New Complexity Science: Emergent Se@rganization at the edge of the chaos

The contents of contemporary scientific debate appear to be admirably summed up in the title

of a weltknown essay by Prigogine, dated 199he End of Certainthighlights how

modern science celebrates, through the complexity concept as emergengese#fation, the

dialectic synthesis of the opposition between two categories, scientifically and culturally
conceived as mutually excluding one another: edigsrder, determinismnpredictability.

Is the end of classic science, the end of a sciencdafdescast, which sees systems as stable
system, characterized by linear interaction relationships among its components, namely
proportionality constants between input and output, by a linear determinism which is
guarantee of predictability and controllldly of events.Fr om Ar i st otl e to D
Newton to Einstein, uncertainty was considered the daughter of ignorance. The lack of event
forecast and control was the result of the lack of knowledge of the Law that generated
events.Hence came thertightenment- the Cartesian, Newtonian, Laplacian confidence in

the ability of reason o6to | ight wup the darkr
to conquer with the light of reason, what was obscure, to reclaim terrains of ever growing
ignorance, affirming the realm of certainty, in other words, the realm of predictability and
control over events. In the new epistemological panorama, this trust has gone. Uncertainty is

not consideredsic et simpliciter,a condition based on ignorance, nas a condition
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depending on chance, in a huge cosmic lottery which assigns to events mere probability of
occurrence.nstead, it seems intrinsic to the system. It is nmmverted into structural
elements, that is, into inherent elements to the generator mechanism of real phenomena even

if it is a deterministic mechanisngo, surprise and uncertainty are, according to Prigogine,
6essential 6, I n e x ttinyi af aakute yand pfahuntan lastory [(Pugogane, d e s
2010). It is the end of classic science but the start of a new one.

In open systemdike those strange mixtures of chemical substances, kept in a state of
agitation, which Prigogine studied inshiaboratories, thicrease of entropy, imposed by the
second law of thermodynamics does not necessarily create disorder, but ever new, surprising,
configurations. As much as in the framework of the classic paradigm the whole dynamic of
evolution tenddo stabilize, with no place faurprise,which is absorbed into the limbo of
randomness, the more, complexity science refers to systems as unstable systems, living and
transforming in a continuous process, adapting to environmental perturbatiossltby
organizing,by evolvingirreversibly towards an ever new order and producaémgergence,
unexpected, sudden and unpredictable changésdationg as a result of nonlinearity of
interactions and positive feedback among system components. In this segegEn® does
not see degradation in thermodynamic processes and in entropy, but an increase of
complexity; in dissipative structures, he sees combinations of order and disorder, and in
arrow of time he sees creation and not dissipation (Prigogine &deten 1979; 1984 This
theoretical perspective sets aside reductionism: the new, emergent, order is the macro result of
nonl inear mi cro interactions, with properti
reducible to the sumf behaviors of eackingle agent. Which is to say that the general
scheme of evolutionary systems is not understandable and predictable through individual
interactions among its components, considered one byWéaeare facing a newyottoni up
andup-downdetermination of causal relationships between the parts and the whole. On one
hand, the system influences the parts/componeats)ectingand mixing them up in a super
ordered whole and not simply uniting them in an aggregate, on the other hand, avernt ele
can act upon the whole and can modify bbtfomup procesy into a new, unexpected
structure, which in turn connects the parts into a new forshinds them into a new whole
(up-down processwhich will be maintained until a new disturbance dietttoward a new
evolutionary directionOr else, the system can flow intbaosand eventually destroy itself.

Il n short, a systembs operat i sppcifiedBdf chang
organization, emergenceaovelty surprise are the wordaused today to describe the new
patterns of relationships, the new highel properties of the system generateccblective
dynamics of its components by nonlinearinteractionsamong its constituent parts (Holland,

1998; McDaniel & Driebe, 201@ompkexity, as emergent selirganization, has required a

new interpretative model based on the assumption of distesrcethe edge of chaas the
preferential state, just as Prigogine suggested for dissipative structures. Complex systems are
far from equilbrium systems i a thermodynamic sense, nameahaximum entropy at the

edge of chaosr intermediate between complete order and complete disorder, between
complete differentiation and complete connection (neither too regular nor predictable, like
crystal molecules, nor too random and chaotic, like molecules of a gas tending toward
entropy), andable, just because they are in this intermediate stase/ftorganizeand evolve.
Systems survive just because they opeatitbe edge of chapand should maintain a balance
between flexibility and stability to avoid falling over the edge.

This phenomenon of fdrom-equilibrium selforganization has been described by
Dissipative Structures Theomnd by all other approaches, which on the wiaiastitute
Complexity TheoryComplex Adaptive Systems Thepry he Santa F® School)
even though it I's interpreted i ncoevalugoh t of
between system and environmeand Autopoietic Systems TheorMdturana & Varela,
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1984). In particular, Maturana and Varela include the -seffanizing process in the
framework of a system evolution process which is not determined but only suggested by the
environment Complex autopoieticsystems, selforganize and sdf-reproduce their own
elements by working as anonbanal machingadapting by autonomyyithout losing their
identity, to environmental perturbationggderational closurg

The new configurations occurring on the edge of chaos are the expression of an implicit
order, which originates inside the same systadimthe edge of chapshe system, although
unpredictable in its dynamic, is deterministic, amwhstrained by ordegeneating rules.
Therefore, thestudy of Complexity and Chaos celebrateseav ideal of science, a new
scientific awareness that if, on one hand, it can no longer to be articulated on forecasting
purposes for its own setfefinition, on the other hand, it meld itself on the peremptory duty
of accounting for mechanisms and laws which still structure and generate discontinuity,
unpredictability, and emergence. Indeed, the increasing success of Complexity Science lies in
new nonlinear mathematical modellingheajues.

From this perspective, the study of complexity teaches us a new way of understanding
predictability.Complexity Theory argues that systems evolve over time, with long periods of
stability that are disrupted by short periods of sudden changegs#ig stage for a new
period in the life of the systenunder certain conditions, system characteristics are more
stable and therefore any intervention action may produce the expected outcomes. But under
other conditions, over the edge of chaos, predidasalefinitively lost, and it is impossible to
control the outcomes of any intervention action on natural or social systems. Hurricanes,
heart attacks, earthquakes, like stock market crashes, political campaigns, wars, cocaine use,
and so on, appear to bgents out of our control. While it is true that we often are unable to
forecastwhat will happen in the evolution of a given phenomenpar-linear dynamics,
through building nonlinear modpalaseterwamludsow us
give way to certain types of dynamic behavior. For example, we can knawadtvaluesa
biological population (as well as a disease) dies out or evolves into a periodic or chaotic
behavior, at what values, a company goes bankrupt, a certain party losdectimns, a
political system become instable, a war breaks out, crime waves become uncontrolled and
social control systems disorganize. In attempting to prevent and, therefore, to avert reaching
an uncontrollable situation, knowing thleresholdwhere phenomena turns into chaos is
knowledge of prime importance. By being aware of the threshold, it would be possible, for
example, to plan eventual interventions so as to keep the system away from limit situations
and as close to stable situations as passibithin the framework of the Social Sciences, for
example, it is difficult not to agree with statements like those of Elliott and Kiel, according to
which fAby better understanding the confl uenc
evoluton,wemg better | earn when and how to direct

3. Complexity in Social Systems

In sociological field, consideration of social systems as complex systems has not triggered
much resistance. The arguments used in favor of such an attribution are based on the logical
and sociological inadmissibility of the possibility of social systewmisaading fully, on one

hand, with the maximum differentiation stata structure interaction processes that does not
refer to institutionalized regulation criteria, to shared symbolic codes (maximum disgrder)

and, on the other hand, with the staten@ximum connection a rigid interaction process
structure, precodified by rules and formal regulation criteria (maximum order). In fact, the
opposite would mean decreeing, on the one hand, the absence of the conditions necessary for
the process of intaction and, consequently, the impossibility of a sociological discourse in
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virtue of the evanescence of its object (the social system), and, on the other hand, with the
perfect homologation of interactions and loss of the source of internal varietyeagioility
to redefine meanings in the face of external perturbations, the inability of social systems to
adapt to environment, inevitably doomed to entropy (i.e. Bertelli & Neresini, 1988). Strong
soci al s “‘prganieatioaad skilts,ghe activan within them of processes able to relate
stability and change, order and disorder, constraints and emergence, drive us toward a
conception of social systems as complex systems, and require, even for social systems and for
the interpretation of their workg and evolution mechanisms, models based on distance from
equilibrium ntropy as the preferential state. In this regard, it is interesting to note that
Prigogine himself (1979) considered Durkheim a forerunner of the dissipative structure
concept inte social field, by interpreting the labor division process as proof of social system
spontaneous setfrganization process in response to society's moral and material density
increase

Contemporary macrsociological approach has, therefore, iffiallty in recognizing
social systems adissipatives structureReed & Harvey, 1992; Harvey & Reed, 1997; Ball,
2012) or adaptive andautopoieticcomplex systems (Luhmann, 1984; Bucley, 1998; see also
Castellani & Hafferty, 2009). Nonlinearityself-organization, emergence, surprise, self
reproduction, operative closure,-ewgolution, fithess landscape concepts have entered into
sociological language, structuring a new way of thinking about social systemegith any
other complex systenat theedge of the chaosr intermediate between order and disorder,
autonomy and interdependence constraints among agents (neither too regular and predictable
nor too random and chaotic), instability, emergenterjanization capacity, and continuous
transfomation into ever new interaction structures, into new patterns of meanings or social
expectations, newsurprising, unexpected unpredictable order patterns, and new
communication structures through communication, are emphasized, as a result of the
combinedaction of differentiation and connection processes, and apassive adaptation
(simply suggested and not determinederational closurgto the disorder produced by loss
of stability triggered by environmental disturbances.

Classic issues of Sociolpdhave thus been readdressed. The new scientific paradigm
has encour aged going b ewitlontdrelinBusshirg o a snacro f un ct

sociological analysis of society as aaswhol e.
ordered,stabilizedandembedded n s oci al structuresdé i nterwea
to be accepted and recognized as indispensable for Sociology, reflection today, starting from

Bail eyos assessment of Parsonods functional |

equilibrium as tendency toward systetability, selfmaintenance of order if disturbed,
while it is in favour of seHorganization process analysis of systeats the edge of chaos

On this track, Luhmann (1984yvho has constructed his theory modern society on
complexityi reaches a hypothesis of social systems, focused on sociological transposition of
Mat urana and Var e lopetatonal clbbfu@@Adautopaiesisinghe tight ofo f
which environment does not determine but only suggestsosgdinization.L u h mann o s
definition of social systemsas emergent, selfeproducing, operationally closed
communication systemsnder | i nes the autonomy anthe dnon
capacly of social systems to produce by itself its own elements, by reproducing
communications through communications, is rooted on the theoretical assumption of a system
that, responding to environmental perturbations entering into the autopoietic communicatio
network, decides whether and how to react, whether and how to change, according to its
structure, without losing its own identity, increasing its own internal level of differentiation
and cohesion, angroducingemergence therefore, difficult to predicnew social structures,

new selforganizing outcomes
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Having respecified the relationship between system and environment in terms of a
relationship of dependence and independence at the same time, esetidhemergencand
changeconcepts, the relatiship between microacro levels of analysis, order and disorder,
determinism and chance have been readdressed in the framework of a connectionist and anti
reductionist/emergent perspective, synthesizing inctiraplex realisntoncept, the tension
between gciological critical realism and pestodern vitalismbetween search for general
theory and instances of contextual understandings.

On one hand, the micimacremicro approach to social systems has found support in
the bottoraup and updown process wheremergence in Complex Systems Theory is found.
Sociological interpretations of society as complex dynamical systems resohsodiaé
emergencéssue in the sense of a spontandmeisomup self-organizing process, recognizing
the selfreflexivity andrationality of social actors without losing the emergent character of
social totality, being expressed by surprising, coumtientive, unintended effects,
unexpected patterns of social expectatiwhich are beyond the intentions of each agent and
cannotbe explained by reducing them to the properties of individual interactions (Sawyer,
2005) Micro e macro are structured in intelational relationships where the macro
emerges from ncehnear micro local interaction®nd, in turnnew emergenbrderconnects
the parts in a new whole which constrains ae@rients social actionscéusal updown
proces$ until a new selbrganization and change process

On the other handapplying dissipative structure or emergent, surprising,-aeid
organization concepts to the study of socrmans looking at social systems as inherently
historical entities whose evolution #fAis dri
perturbationso( Har v e wsing endironRentaldiedback ®RI&arningp . 30
and adaptatiorAnd the same conditions of nonlinear interactions or sensitive dependence on
initial conditions observed for natural systems have been acknowledged to be the foundation
for their historicity. Prigogine said, for exampkhat human history can be described as a
succession of bifurcations as well. (2010, p 16hisTrealization has introduced an
emergentistonception of social change into Sociology, which celebrdigsontinuityand
unpredictability and uncertainty of the process but recognizes that it is the result of non
linearity, underpinning the deterministic mechanism of evolution. So, complexity theory have
been used to support realism, the stable order of meaning idea in line with the Enlightenment,
confident n the progress, conception of a deterministic world, with rational and objective,
intrinsic order (Reed & Harvey, 1992; Byrne, 2014), contrasted with interpretations using it to
support a postodern vision, emphasizing the lack of stable sources of semkeational
teleology of history, the dismissal of the possibility of social causality and systematic social
inquiry in favour of the uncertainty, unpredictability and surprise (Cilliers, 1998). Complexity
theory goes beyond this dichotomous conceptioking determinism, and unpredictability,
order and disorder. From this perspective, ¢benplex realisnconcept (Reed & Harvey,
1992) synthesizes complexity theory and critical realism. It remains within the modernist
programme of progressive thought aegects at the same time the canons of postmodernism
and reductionist positivism.

Thus, the way of thinking about the aim of Social Sciences was influenced as well.

Complexityds insights have contributed to s
analysis of deterministic structure and | ogi
and structure of indeterminacyo (Huckfeldt,

metaphysical element but a valuable conceptual tool in the analysixiaf kfe. In other
words, today, the Complexity Epistemological Paradigm has encouraged sociological
awareness that, although we can moedict social phenomena, we must attempt to
understandunderlying mechanisms governing social phenomena by modeilmijnear
social interactions.
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Compared to linearism, the directional shift is substantial. Today, Social Sciences and
Sociology have disavowed the pervading existence of linear social change processes and
shown the validity of deterministicnonlinear dynamical modelgnonlinear equationsin
formalizing human interdependences and describing discontinuous processes of social
change, beginning with the popul ationods ev
phenomena such as political revolutions,ingtand electoral shifts, crime dynamics, urban
growth, spread of innovations, adolescent childbearing, marital instability, authoritarian
attitudes (i.e. Brown, 1991; Saperstein, 1984; Priesmayer, 1995; Dendrinos, 1992; Gottman
et. al., 2005)Many of these studies found that social systems preséouadeddevelopment
process In this process, human interdependences are structured according tdirseaon
logic of thelogisticstype, where the interplay among factors that promote growth and factors
thatact as restraint®onlinear Logistic Modelwhich is thethe rulein social systems (May,

1976), contrasts the idea of a regular linear or exponential trend (expression of the cause
effect constant proportionality logic), and can result in unpredietabtcomes of social
interaction relationships and irregular and instable trends of social change process (even
chaotic processes).

4. Complexity, Social integration and Suicide

Based on the principle of differentiation, modern society, as a forranwrgent self
organization, can be understood as the result of a historical process that proceeds by
emanation from undifferentiated homogeneity to heterogeneity, ruled by functional
differentiation processes and interests, symbolic differentiation, atlaebstructural form of
connection or integration found in organic solidarity. Drawing from this same concept, by
Simmel Classical Sociology came up to the analysis of money; Durkheim developed his
reflections on the transformations of moral solidaritg aVeber articulated the process of
rationalization in the various spheres of social life like religion, economy, and politics. Even
Parsonsdé Theory of General Action, states Lu
differentiation as central ofmula both for analysis of development (low/growing
differentiation) as for the explanation of modern individualism as role differentiation
However, problems lie at the level of the symbolic differentiation that accompanies the
growth of internal complaty in the modernity system, at the level, that is, of the organic
solidarity repercussions and the individualization process, as differentiation of symbolic
codes, in terms of uncertainty inherent in the process of identity construction, weakening of
thesense of community and social bonds, social isolation and its consequences in reference to
suicidal behavior.

Trying to reread, within the most recent theoretical and methodological acquisitions in
the field of complex systems, problems inherent to $aniggration in an increasingly
differentiated and individualized modern society, we would like, in particular, to put the issue
in these terms: can we share, even today, the same vision of modernity and its consequences
that Durkheim left us with hisugcide analysis®r can society surprise us?

For Durkheim suicide proves to lige tangible sign of that modernization process that,
on one hand, while it contracts the sphere of existence under the authority of traditions and
leads toward autonomy, towapskrsonal responsibility and individualism which in itself is
desirable, on the other hand, it simultaneously nurses the germs of social malaise identifying
its most dangerous manifestations in group disintegration, weakening of primary ties and
social isdation. Here D is still moving in an interpretive framework that reflects Classical
Science, insofar as it seems to conceive social systems as linear systems, characterized by
relations of constant inpututput proportionality, in particular, between grbwibf
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modernization and loss of the sense of identity and the meaning of life, achieved through
weakening of social ties generated by the development of the process of individualization.
However, ifit is true that modernization process weaken social ares thatsocial
group cohesion degree impact on suicide, as is confirmed by various current empirical
supports (se®Vray et al.2011), neverthelesseveral studies, investigating the modernization
impact on suicide during a long time frame (from 50 to 100 years and over), actually found
that beginning the second half of the 20th centgnjicides in western countries more
industrialized do not increadieearly, proportionally as modernization processes increases, as
wel | as Dur khei mdés t hspitercontinled iadivislualization process,i c t .
they found stabilizing or falling suicide rate trends (i.e seeWer ni kds _A0Bsearct
courtries of the World from 1950 to 2009; see Krujits, 1977; Stack, 1993; Thomas &
Gunnell, 2010; Agerbo et al.,, 201¥;2 r n2D1R2;, Condorelli, 2013 How, then, can we
interpret these findings3uicide trends seem to lead us to think that the criterionnigadi
actions in an interaction system based on weak ties is not necessarily characterized by the
proportionalincrease of identity loss and meaninglessness of existence as modernization and
social isolation conditiomcreases, and thahist e a d , i ndividualism has
the point of neutralising, to a certain degree, that disintegrating valence regarding identity and
sense of life which, according to Durkheim, is the first propeller toward self destruction. In
other termsgafter the initial shocks of modernization, a gradual processlaptationto the
stresses of modernization associated to low social integration levels, kiquitigy of social
ties characterizing our contemporary or postdern societgeems to be acted in modern
society. From ourperspective, this process cannot be understood in the theoretical
durkheimian framgbutin the light of the new antieductionist conception of social systems
as complex adaptive systepsystems which selfrganizing byadapting to environmental
perturbations and generatirgs awhole surprising, emergent effects due to nonlinear
interaction relationship (or nonlinear meaning processes), among their components.
In order to support this interpretationn the frame ofNonlinear Dynamical System
Modeling,we propose to formalize thiegic of suicide decisiormaking process responsible
for changes at aggregate level in suicide growth rates by a nonlinear differential equation
structured in a logistic way being expressiomrastrainedincrease process. This equation is
able to model the decisiomaking process according to the logic of compensation, of the
impact, that is, both the factors that lead to suicide, and the factors that intervene to restrain
it (i.e. benefits okeconomic and industrial progregblalbwachs1930),legislative meases
that favor relationships among divorced people and their children, the spread of a
materialistic mentality, which gives more importance to consumption rather than to labor
and to the family(Krujits, 1977)). In other terms, it is able uncover lhe mechanism
underlying the change process in the suicide growth rate by testinyyplo¢hesis bthe
activation of an adaptation process regardivegliquidity of social ties in modern society. In
support of this hypothesisye modeled suicide data inaalern Italian society from 1875 to
2010 (Figure 1):

Figure 1. Suicide rates in Italy 1864 2010
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Elaboration fromlSTAT Source Suicidi e Tentativi
di Suicidio- 1864 2010

The Italian suicide rate time seri@s) can be thought of as the derivative or rather the growth
rate (s= Si+1- Si,with i from O to N of a change process in the level of Suicide Population

(Sti; Stig74Su873+S1874, Stig75=S1874+S1875 S1876= Stisrsts 18 76 &e~ XS | =0---N, N=136).
In considering the observed data tremg tollowingnonlinear difference equation structured
in a logistic way was found suitable in modelling the suicide rate trend

S+1-S= @S -bS%t)+cSk

of which the integrasolution is:

Sw1=(1+) ST b Si+c Sk

or else

S1= k1S - ko S+ ks S%

We followed the procedure which was suggested from Priesmayer (1995) in order to find the
best estimate of model 6s (omna detaled descriptiormseel t h e
Condorelli, 2016).

Consequently, the following parameters was estimated

Sw1-S= 0,06997 1,727 S + 11,949 §

and

S+1=1,069% -1,7275%+11,949 S%

The model led to estimate for integral solutioR% value between observed and fitted data
able to account 99,8% of varianc®?(=0,998) (Figure 2); while, for derivates or suicide
growth rates, it led to estimate fitted suicide growth rates which represent the best fit to actual
suicide growth rates (Figure 32 0,45, but it is the highest value compared to values that
subsegently we computed by differential linear and exponential modélsiaR near zero in

both cases).

Figure 2 Observed Suicide population St and Fitted Suicide populafiigure 3 Italian
suicide growth rates and Fittsdicidegrowthrates(or derivatives).
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By synthesizing, the equation is able to model the suicide increase beginning from
1876, after the first industrial developmemp, to 192719309), and the subsequent decrease,
in particularin the 60s and 70s aftexconomic andndustrial boom;by addinga cubic
component to the quadratic, logistic growtihe model reduces errors better than using other
models inthe rising trend in suicides rates of recent decades in times of economic crisis.
However, even when considering the suicide increase, suicide rates no longer reach the
maximum levels attained during the period between the two wars. Ther&oiade
popuation Sincrease by aestrainedgrowth rate compared to past growth

Although the analysis should be further repeated in other contexts as well, this is a first
step to credit the adaptation hypothesis. The findings suggest that wnilestrial
development increased aride individualization processintensified (marriagerates went.
progressivelydownand, sincethe 70s,divorceandseparatiorrateswentprogressivelyup),
people seemedto adaptto social fragmentation, except for economic and financial
deprivation.

The above analysis gives us the opportunity to integrate Durkheim's Theory with
Hal bwachs' Theory, al ong with more Theurr ent
restrained suicide rate growth seems to sugfestea that an emergent, 'surprising’, process
of selforganizing, of adaptation wocial liguidity has been activated in modern society, with
signification processes that do not respond linearly and proportionally to the increasing
fragility of ties in the vital worlds, absorbed in the context of 'normal everyday life'. For
Durkheim, modern man suffe from the tragedy of a freedom which leads him to despair,
whil e for Bauman, ' iving onebs own | ife with
and exit at will, open to a consumer approach to social relations, to ever new possibilities of
relationship and to ever new redefinitions of identity, allows-pusiern man to exorcise his
despair, and to stop at the threshold without going inBatitnan 1995)Complexityenables
us to completethe interpretative framework, by allowing placemayit the generating
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mechanism of adaptation processnon linearity property andsurprise as working and
evolution rule of social interaction systems.

5. Complexity, Globalization and Social Integration

Current, growing, migratory processes that affédstern Europe have placed the issue of
social integration at the center of sociological and political debates. The growing ethnic and
cultural diversity in today's national societies, result of globalization, has emphasized the
issue of meaning by whicthé equality concept has to be understood in a social contexts
mar ked by an unprecedented condition of exc
expression, osuperdiversity (Vertovec, 2010), and has stronglypeposed the theme of
identity and possible ways of reconciling differences and social cohesion-nirudrn
society is called to measure up to the dilemma of how to promote peaceful social relations
between people of different cultural universes, host societies and minority grbapsio
configure t he relationshinp bet ween 6ot hern
differences and social cohesion by creating peaceful, based on criteria of equity, coexistence
Hence, which cohesion model should we use? How can social cohesiorgntext of ever
growing cultural differentiation, emerge and be maintained?

Over the past decades, moral philosophy and political theory have advanced several
approaches regarding this matter, depending on the emphasis placed on Individuation or
collective identification identity construction processes. The link is immediately clear:
depending on whether you accentuate one or the other dimension of identity, there are
necessarily, different ways of conceiving the foundation of social solidarity/inteyyratf
understanding rightsindividual rightsvs. collective rightsi and, therefore, different ways of
understanding difference and modalities of inclusion and relation with it

Generally, we can say that all positions appear classifiable accordingetoacation
line consisting in response to the main problem, that is, as Hall (2000) states, whether
cultural differences have to continue to be always and exclusively restricted to the private
sphere in the name of a universal equality of rightslfferentiated citizenshipgs dictated
by the inclusion of the pluralist liberal democratic model, or whether, according to the most
recent model of multicultural inclusion, they must be publicly acknowledged by special,
sectional, rights, differentiaked citizenship).Pluralism acknowledges the individualistic
foundation of liberal society, and underpins a vision of social integration resembling
Durkheim's organic solidarity, governed by a consent which restricted to a set of core values,
such as humanghts, freedom and equality, religious and informative pluralism, and by an
atomistic relationship between the individual and his community. Extended to cultural
differences, this concept entrusts the possibility of living together to the combinedsdefic
mutual recognition and undifferentiated citizenship

Multiculturalism, instead, in its moderate formplyralist multiculturalism Kymlicka,

1995) as well as in the more radical forrmommunitarian multiculturalisijnTaylor, 1992

rejects the individuestic concept of liberal society, demanding the recognition of cultural
specificity, in and for itself, on the basis of the principlegfial valug equalrespectand in

the name of safeguarding collective individual identBonsequentially, thelderal concept

of difference privatization, in the name of the universal principle of equality (all-afual
different) is overturned in public recognition of the same (all diffeaéinéqual), through
special, collective rights, differentiated byogp, which take the specific characteristics of
individual value communities into account (differentiated citizenship, which extends universal
citizenship, based on equal economic, political and social rights, up to englobe cultural, of
group, rights Young, 1990; Taylor, 1992; Honnet, 1992; Kymlicka, 199@ciprocity of
recognition is absent here, therefore, the concept of social integration that is subtended is
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based not on the sharing of common values but on the admissibility of a procedurakygolidar
a sort of externalized integratiogne might say, that enables the community to obtain rights
without having to necessarily opt for cultural integration into the host society.

However, in the face of growing radicalization of the customs and traditf Islamic
communities, indexed everywhere in the USA and in Europe, including Great Britain and
other European countries, long at the forefront of multiculturalism (Holland, Denmark,
Sweden ...), with a growing trend of arranged marriages, honimigkilifemale circumcision,
with more or less recent acts of fundamentalist terrorism, the question whether
multiculturalism is a valid response to ensure social integration and peaceful coexistence
among different cultural identities, coexisting within tt@nfines of the same nation with a
dominant culture, has seriously challenged the political world and, especially, the academic
world.

Academic debate over this issue is somewhat controversial. On one hand, the
multicultural project, as itsiformulated, has been exposed to intense criticism, which points
out certain ethical and political limits: on the one hand, the danger of ethical relativism, on the
other hand, the sufficiency of a simply procedural device to create solidarity is widely
questioned, highlighting the danger of configuring communitienakvesyith strong intra
group ties and weak intgroup ties, crystallizing society into a sum of fo@mmunicating
communities Guolo, 2004 p. 108), balkanizing it, fragmenting into parallel societies
(Schlesinger, 1992; Heller, 1996; Touraine, 1998; Baumann, 1999; Sartori, 2000; Joppke,
2004; Sen, 2006; Donati, 2008) neutralizing, based on the combination of the principles of
tolerance and Socialist political inclusion, thesgibility of creating relationships between
cultures, forgetting reciprocity and solidar
functionalist system that operates on the basis of the equal freedom principle in leaving others
to their own fate (Doati, 2008, p. 31)On the other hand, as far as ethical limits are
concerned, the principle of equal value /equal respect as universal principles continue to be
still maintained, and critics rejected (Rattansi, 2011). And for those who, like Tourair® (199
and Sen (2006), reiterate the fallacy of multicultural reasoning, Modood and others respond
by viewing the real fallacy in an essentialist concept of the culture, which does not recognize
internal differences in groups, agreeing to the identificatioMwdlim religious identity sic
et simplicite,with Islamic fundamentalism (Modood, 2008, 2010, 2012), regard religious
secularism suspiciously and relaunch the relevance of the multicultural projeata®a
remakingproject.

Again, the debate is tar controversial.

From my perspective, complexity provides a new framing to grasp issues of change
involved in the process of globalisation bysmecifying the relationship of a system to its
environment. The use of the concept of -eeffanizationat the edge of the chagse-frames
the debate on management of cultural differences and enables a more adequate account.
Social systems, as dissipative structures, work (surviveprgdhize and evolvet the edge
of chaos far from equilibrium or entqoy, from that transition threshold in a chaotic range
where, as already stated, all forms of even the least amount of controllability and
predictability is lost. These concepts make it possible to ground the debate into safer terrain,
made such by acqui®ns regarding the working mechanisms of the social system Bself.
using the language of complexity, the considerations concernig the multiculturalism
inadequacy as a strategy of coexistence among different cultural groups, finds new
justification by anchoring the judgment of fallacy of multicultural reasoning to the vision of a
society conceived so as to dangerously visit that maximum margin of differentiation which
should be avoided, being identified as the margin of ungoverna@ig.couldargue that,
contrary to the linear point of view, the introduction of a new policy can begin a process of
nortlinear emergent selbrganization, which leaves everything open to all possibilifés.
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the moment, however, after multiculturalism, albeitmmore or less moderate forms, was
applied as the official policy in various Western countries since the 60s (beginning with
Canada), there is no denying that there is the emergence of effects that presents dissonance in
respect to the multicultural promsef cohesion, social peace amationr remaking Many

forms if Islamic radicalism and many populisms and signs of nationalistic rejection are
preoccupying signals of the relationality deficit among cultural groups that multiculturalism
institutionalizes.Even the attempt to separate Islamic radicalism from Islam seems to be
rather disputable (i.e. see Guolo, 2004).

How to bridge thigelationality deficitthat multiculturalism proposes as a solution to
cultural conflicts? From my personal point of vieBomplexity completes the interpretive
framework constructively, allowing a useful analysis to understand in which direction
alternative solutions can and should be looked Tdre Complexity framework, in my
opinion, is where the entire debate musttk&pithin this framework, for example, the
reference tanter-culture, as more current response to the dilemma of reconciling differences
and social cohesion, avoiding the risks of mentiuralism, on the one hand, and social
balkanization, on the othetan gain greater meaning.The interculturalism breakthrough is to
promote an integration process that refers to a new concept of identity, tbatidfed
identity, in the logic of a mutual encounter, dialogue and learning / morphogenesis among
different identities, helping to ensure the foundation of that common world that overcomes
multiculturalist isolationism. There is a controversial debate: pluralists and multiculturalists
debate whether interculturalism is merely a variant of multiculturalism (sse M al., 2016),
or it goes beyond the communitarian approach of multiculturalism and embraces pluralism
(Cantle, 2015). Howevemter-culturalism seems to repair the relational stoinduit between
identity differences where implicit axiological aglvism of the multiculturalist model of
integration is grounded. It can do so, not only because it allows the creation of a public civic
space, where one can dialogue, but above all, because it binds the possibilities and resolution
of dialogue to thenalienable metaultural principle of human dignity that comi@st, before
reason without faith, which weakens and devoid the reason itself of every humanism, and
before any faith that prevails over reason and turns it into violence. By this dotgugde
di alogue, and to act as Okingmaker 6, one <car
and good multethnic societies.

6. Conclusions

In conclusion, there is no denying the constructive role of Complexity Theory, by resolving
relationshps between order and disorder in the new configuratiomtef- relationships
process according to ainicumwhich finds inweak determinisprin selforganizationand in
deterministic chaogoncepts its most essential syntheSlemplexity theoryaddresses the
nature of emergence and demonstrates the importance atdoctionist explanations for
science, including social science. The new way of thinking about systems is useful in
understanding the diverse processes of social change in an iadizéduand globalized
society.

Inevitably, complexity challenges us on the nature of reality. It raises questions that
cannot be liquidated merely by thinking that acquisition of concepts such as emergence,
surprise, and unpredictability are realsi¢ et simpliceter,only alibis to hide our scientific
failures behind. Dissipative structures have shown dteative role of time, and how
instability, emergence, surprise and unpredictability is the rule and not the exception when we
move away from entropiequilibrium, pushing strongly in the direction of a historical,
biological conception of Physics, imaw alliancebetween natural systems and living, social
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systems (Prigogine, 1979) Thusmplexity poses a challenge for future research, projecting

it in completely new theoretical and methodological areas. Today, it must be focused on the
game rules that allow us to understand the interplay between order and disorder, or, to put it in
sociological terms, between realism and postmodernism, so weeehnby paraphrasing
Kauffman (1995)at home in the universe
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Unstablelives Regulatory changes of the labour market and social mechanisms

Giuseppe Luca De Luca Picione, Lucia Fortini, Emanuele Madonia

1. Introduction

The sociological literature has always paid great attention to the role of work in structuring
the life courses of young people (Cavalli, 1980; Giddens, 18@1zi, Cavalli, & De Lillg

2007). The processes of renovation of the labor market of the last twenty years, consequence
of regulatory changes in Europe (Elia, 2013), need an even more deep and accurate analysis
of the contractual positions. This is true especially regarding tladysa® of how the
professional status (employed or unemployed) and the type of contract (stable in time or
temporary) influence the empowerment process in the different institutional frameworks
(Bertolini, Hof2acker & Torrioni, 2014).

The transformationsfdhe labor market have undermined the old social security based on the
figure of the male breadwinner as head of a nuclear family and holder of the typical form of
socal l ed fAstable and employed worko (Mingion
focus of this work is to understand how the young Italian couples with unstable employment
build the basis of their independent life together.

Many complex social causes and economic policies have led to the restructuring of the old
forms of production basednomass production by creating new organizational units,
developed horizontally, characterized by greater autonomy and operational discretion
(Mintzberg, 1983).

What we wish to emphasize here, however, is that these changes have not only seen an
increase indemand for highly qualified personnel but they aisas a matter of fact
emphasized working on adaptability and employment of the labor supply that in fact it is
moving towards a more and more stringent process of individualization (Paci. 2005) and
professionalization.

In short, these considerations allow us to state that, to a first and simplified analysis, the
production and organization flexibility had is counterpart in a working and employment
flexibility: not only work tasks were made flexible doat they were adapted to different
production requirements, but also the very same employment relationships (Barbier & Nadel,
2002).

In this regard, for example, Reyneri (2003) distinguishes between functional flexibility (which
refers to the organizationf production) and numerical flexibility (which refers to the
decrease of contractual stability). The latter, in particular, has undermined some certainties,
their historian "weaker party": the worker.

From the point of vi ewou the reladiandhip setwsen flegibility, t h e
and job insecurity is on and not yet resolved uniquely. It is important to note, however, that
although they are many authors who took a more balanced posifanexample, see
Harrison (1998}, the clash betweethe proponents of flexible confident and their vehement
detractors is destined to remain unsolved at least until they both persist to exclusively
emphasize the positive and negative sides.

In fact, it is necessary to look to the flexibility of the workwearefully and, as pointed out

by Regini (1998), to discern aspects that stem from what he calls the lower and the higher
path to national competitiveness. The first is characterized by low profile with regard to
wages, labor qualification and quality tbe product, while the second one generates a type of
working flexibility with exactly opposite characteristics than the lower path. However, it is
only in the case of the higher path that is possible to emphasize, in addition to the advantages
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for the pogressive integration of young people looking for their first job, the possibility of
selfrealization that a nestandardized and creative employment can offer (Paci, 2005).

In other words, the flexibility can "theoretically vary between multiplicatiopasgsibilities

and chances, and extreme reduction of the possibilities and chances; between maximizing the
opportunities (not frequent, but (...), not pexistent) and minimization of opportunities
(largely recurring and HKjl8hly probl ematic) o
So, if the word flexibility has a neutral sense in itself, and judgment of what it is and the
effects it causes depend on personal points of view (Barbier & Nadel, 2002), it is true that a
number of variables (economic, cultural and social cagdialexample) strongly influence

the way in which this is experienced by people. In our opinion, it is very important to
remember this conclusion when trying to examine the condition of the young couples we
interviewed.

2. Methods

To understand how younigalian couples could overcome the difficulties of economic and
working uncertainty we administered some interviews to those couples in which no one of
their members had a stable and employment job. This proved hard to accomplish because not
SO many youngpeople decide to start living by themselves without some sort of job security,
especially if that means to live with a partner.

The interview started in 2007 with a simple random sampling and they are still ongoing. We
also asked the couples to introdusat@ other people with those characteristic but only in few
cases, this was successful. What happened in the majority of the situation is that the members
of the couple do not know any people fitting the requirements we asked for.

It is important to notehat this research started way before the introduction of the recent
Italian Jobs Act that changed the rules of temporary contracts, and that is why we decided to
publish the analysis of the interview of the twenty couples representing particularly
meaninglll cases. The semsiructured interviews tried to understand the paths toward the
construction of the autonomy of the couples. We also asked what led them to decide to live
together and which resources they were able to use. It is important to notittes thegmber

of each couple were not interviewed together but separately so that the total humber of
interviews is fourty.

These semstructured interviews administered to couples that we chose to present here, have
given us a very rich and detailed overvjdvardly reducible to a set of simple comparisons
between one couple and another. In short, even one quick glance at the general condition of
the couples makes evident the difficulties of making comparisons between certain variables
while taking under contl all the others. For example, we found deep differences regarding
their path of emancipation from original families, regarding the type and cause of uncertainty
and uneasiness they feel, regarding family and working-gemknd which somehow shape

their everyday living, and regard the objectives that that these young people have set as
individuals and as members of a couple.

In an effort to explore this complexity, in this paper we try to shift the focus of the analysis
from the simple comparison of tlgeeneral conditions of young couples, to the differences
emerging by comparing their situation to wh
These are five different areas of insecurityach one distinct from the otherepresenting

five possible theats to the creation and continuation of the daily life of the couple.

Before we go any further, though, we need to refer to the discussions carried out in the
preceding paragraph to make at least a preliminary consideration with respect to the
terminology we used. Making explicit reference to the concept of "precariousteess'hot
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mean to have forgotten the existence of a number of positive aspects that flexibility brings.
We have already mentioned, in fact, even if briefly, the problem of the relationship between
flexibility and precariousness that both held court in #®ent speculation academic and
nonacademid in terms of the labor market. What we would like to stress now is that the
decision to refer only to one of the terms of the dichotomy was mainly due to two well
defined sets of factors.

First, not to lose th starting point of view that has fueled the design and implementation of
this research, referring to the curiosity to find out how these couples had been able to become
independent from their families of origin even in the absence of working guarardabéitlyst

and, consequently, of income received.

In short, to understand how the existence of such families was possible has meant, in our
view, address the critical issues and threats that these couples have had and have to overcome
every day.

Other prelimnary thoughts should refer both to the fact that, of course, the five dimensions
that we highlighted are not necessarily identifiable in all couples and for all the people.
Moreover, they sometimes are not considéreéspite their presenteas possibl¢hreats. In

fact, perception or not, the existence of such factors of precariousness sometimes does not
constitute a serious problem for the existence of the couple. Entering the merits of the matter,
we can say that, according to our observations, treapoeisness that characterizes the life of

the interviewed couples can concern five sphere of everyday life: a) working, b) employment,
c) economic, d) housing and e) existential. In this paper, in particular, we will discuss about
the first two.

Finally, we must notice that these dimensions, most of the times, are independent from each
other, although, in an entirely theoretical line, it is possible to identify some links of cause and
effect between them. However, despite the appearances, the causaigielatbetween the
dimensions have not always an empirical foundation for all couples. This is the main reason
why we think it is not so useful, for the purposes of our analysis, to refer to a general concept
of precariousness. We instead prefer to comsidaore precise articulation about the different
fields of everyday living experience.

Even when we can clearly notice some similarity in the level of insecurity, in fact, it is hardly
comparable between the different cases we analysed. For exampéecaséof two subjects

that experience the same employment precariousness (which refers, as we shall see, to the
instability of employment contracts) the economic precariousness can be very different due to
greater regularity with which they perceive theatary or to the fact that the income is more

or less substantial.

Yet, with the same economic and employment conditions, our couples show very different
living conditions depending on the kind of properties of their home and its features.
Moreover,family aid, if present, allows reducing at least partly the instability that can result
from these two areas that we are going to discuss in more detail.

3. Findings

The difference between employment precariousness and working precariousness explicitly
refers to the distinction proposed by Barbier & Nadel (2002) between employment flexibility
and working flexibility.

Specifically, as the authors claim, making the work flexible means to increase the degree of
adaptability of human activity with respect tetspecific needs of the production. It follows,
obviously, that this practice does not imply, in principle, no decrease of the guarantees of
workers. On the contrary, make the employment flexibleasically, what embodies the
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balance of power between #®who supply and those who demand a specific productive
activity - means to make the characteristics of the specific contractual relationship established
between the parties (times, ways and places in which it is carried out) variables.

It is this last agect that has led to an increasingly pushing deregulation of the negotiation,
which resulted essentially in a lower level of assurance and a scaled professional identity of
the subjects.
Entering directly into the discourse that interests us here, weagahat a privileged point of

view to analyze the employment precariousness is to relate it to the risk/opportunity
dichotomy.

In fact, the lack of stable and secure employment is not always a source of concern. People
most oriented toward professionaligities, for example generally those that have a higher
cultural capital and a strong confidence in their skills and competenties dimension is

less problematic. Indeed, it is often associated with a defined set of opportunities such as
awarenessgconstituted by the possibility of increasing their curricular experiences, and
achieve a good degree of sedflization. This attitude leads to a certain-selifidence and a
strong dedication to their job.

The advantages are, however, that this dogésma myself. | mean, I'm not the metalworker
who, is helpless and does not know what to do if his factory fails (...) That is, you still have to
keep up that stimulus, that adrenaline so that you have telsayst find a way to do what |

have to do!'R., male, Degree, 31).

It is useful to emphasize that for many of the respondents skills are considered, in the same
way as the money, as "symbolic emblems”, that are, interchange means that can change hands
without taking into account the specific chagastics of individuals or groups that use them

at that particular juncture (Giddens, 1990). This is true, in a way, regardless of their cultural
capital. Others, however, consider the discussion related to the skills as inseparable from the
person who caveys them. These ones, usually referring to the possibility of being employed

in different working contexts, yet in the same field of activity, point out the opportunities tied

to personal growth. Finally, others more oriented to the mere practice, cedauate little
attention to the level of skills attained. Those with lower sgoitural capital, in particular,

seem to share this approach.

The employment precariousness, in the same way, can become a source of anxiety and worry
because, in many casdbe basis for the material sustenance of the couple are challenged
every time that a contract ends, especially in the absence of warranties with respect to the
possibility of a renewal. This certainty in some cases has strong repercussions on the state of
mind with which the work task is carried out.

In particular, serenity is being questioned because of performance anxiety. This comes not
only from a desire to appear worth for the task but by the need to be better than other
competitors contending for theb do. When this happen, people feel judged by the employer
that if displeased, could call into question the renewal of the employment relationship. In this
case it appears very clear the difference with the previously described attitude where
confidencen own skills makes less acute perception of the struggle with other contenders and
more serene relationship with the employer.

... Being a fixederm contract, | have anxiety to be confirmed for the following year, so | have
no room for errors. | can ner be late, and is stressful because | work far away. It takes me
about an hour to get to work. If | accompany the children to school, | am late because my job
starts at 08:15. This definitely unnerves me having to be continually tested... When | know
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that | would do well even in a somewhat 'more serene context. Instead, | feel constantly under
scrutiny by the employer, by the parents (F. female graduate, 35).

Also, the employment precariousnessespecially when it comes along with economic
precariousnes$ is linked to the frustration generated by the impossibility to formulate
proactive longterm personal projects or coumeented. What is quite vivid from the
analysis of many interviews, in fact, is that many people conduct their livesok to
stabilize their employment status. In other words, it seems that some couples live, waiting to
start living.

...Consider that if | wanted to... My contract expires in July ... Now my contract expires. If |
want to go... If | want to arrange sorhetg that will last three months, | cannot because | do
not know if | will be called back to work in September. No way to plan anything (...) | speak in
terms of planning in general, as a couple or as an individual ... It does not allow you
anything. | meas, really! The certainty for the future and then ... The disadvantage that
encompasses all the disadvantages of the world, really! (R., male, Degree, 36).

If the situation does not become more stable, | find myself in great difficulty with regard to
expes e s because, l et 6s say, the expenses
correspond to the income of my work (C. male Degree, 30)

In fact, the relationship with the future is present and pervasive. The real problem is that such
an attitude, mosof the time, runs out in the attention given to the possibility that adverse
events may occur. It almost never consider the possibility of programimihgt is the
meaning of the word "proactivé"'a seri es of actions to iktart
like, for example, the birth of a child or, more simply, the organization of a trip.

Working precariousness is essentially the effect of a renewed way of thinking about the
organization of work and manage it in order to increase the adaptability efmpleyment
services to the needs of the production processes or individual. Obviously, this holds true not
only for the workers involved in the assembly line, now increasingly organized according to
the justin-time, but also for the plethora of the tari sector workers engaged in those high
relational intensity activities. This is also true especially for all those who carry out those
creative works in which very thin, if not naxistent, are the differences between the
activities carried out in theown homes and those carried out in the workplace.

Also with regard to this dimension, an excellent reading key is the risk/opportunity
dichotomy. First, nearly all the components of the young couples reject the idea of a
monotonous and repetitive work. fact, the majority of respondents is looking for creative
works in which, above all, it is possible to decide the work time with the purpose, in most of
the cases, to better adapt it to their daily life times. Those who hold a higher cultural capital
showan obvious aspiration to be freelancers and become, as they say more and more often,
"entrepreneurs of themselves".

The truth is that now | can not imagine just a standard contract, if standard means a
permanent contract in one place (M., female, {gvatiuate training, 35).

... The advantages, as | said before, are those of greater freedom in the organization of time
(L., male, graduate, 32).

That said, we must add, however, that although achieving a certain degree of working
autonomy is a goal pursud®y many, in some situations, especially if the critical issues
presented by the employment and economic precariousness are present, such freedom of

h a

N
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organization generates a loss of meaning. A loss of any daily routine and, paradoxically, a
loss of freedonof action. It is there that the flexibility of the tasks becomes real insecurity.

... Work and contractual commitments must be a bit more regular so that people have time to
work and a time to live. Instead this thing, here, the-@gjanization invadeyour own

spheres, there is no distinction of spaces, times, places. No distinction between work and
private. ltds a risky thing ... At Il east |

It is obvious that the employment and working precariousness may be closedg.riidfact,

it is important to take into account the necessary commitment to search for a new job itself
(employment precariousness), the necessary acquisition of new-skilisugh training or

work - that allow you to remain competitive in the labooairket, the attempt to develop new
social networks, new contacts and new job opportunities to expand the opportunities for
integration.Not to mention the daily hoseworks that still carry away more time and resources.
It is easy to understand how all thessivities are expensive in terms of required time and
resources. In particular, those who are aware that their employment contract will not be
automatically renewed have developed one that can be defined an "anticipatory strategy"
seeking new job opponmities before the current job ends.

... Now I'm getting used to think to begin to set a new one, or take part within another project
even before terminating something. Here, you begin to prevent. | have to activate myself.
Usually this allows you to set imotion some other things before your job ends up (C. male
Degree, 30).

Low wages (economic precariousness) make daily working commitments more onerous
because it forces to engage in more than one job simultaneously. Among other things, in
reference tdhe remarks made earlier about the precariousness of employment, it is useful to
recall that this need to find a job at all costs flattens the chances of professional enrichment
that a new job can offer. How stated by Andreoni (2005, 232), for examplen"iie
temporary work is experienced as a simple substitution or contingent need, this prevents to
qualify it in positive terms, as the carrier of professional innovations, intellectual, creative,
existential, subjective, even compared to the complexitig@brganizations ".

In short, the structuring of numerous work commitments often assumes a configuration
perceived as "inevitable". In short, the supposed freedom of action refers, where provided, to
a single job position concerning a single contract.

If it is necessary to have more than one job and commit to look for another one, it is possible
to state that a set of jobs that allow a certain "freedom of action" turns into a cage from which
it is difficult to get out.

Some respondents, in fact, complafra lack of opportunities for their time management that
actually seems imposed by something or someone, or because of the enormous amount of
commitments, or because of deadlines to meet, or because the necessary job search actions.
As a result, the boudies between work and naevork are uncertain and it is hard to carve

out personal space or to devote to the relationship with your partner.

However, one should not forget that flexible employment does not always imply a flexible
working. It is mainly fromthis point of view that the distinction between employment and
working precariousness is particularly useful. There are some cases, in fact, of clearly
structured eighhour working day. In other words, it may happen that the renounce of a major
contractal guarantee generally considered a negative aspect of flexibility (Barbier & Nadel,
2002)i does not guarantee greater autonomy in managing working aspect of flexibility

that, despite the risk of working precariousness that we have examineénesalty
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considered positively (ibid). What is atypical, in this case, is the insecurity about the renewal
of the contract, the lack of guarantees and minimum rights, the lack of a period of leave and
absence of working identity, of belonging to a workitlgss, and the consequent lack of
social protection that a union can provide. In short, no work creativity and autonomy in
managing time, no chance to collect, if needed, more income at the same time; in other words,
in this case, the tradeoff is not betmesecurity and autonomy but between uncertainty and
unemployment.

4. Conclusions

It seems clear from the analysis led in this work that the apparent ambiguity with respect to
the assessment of the positive possibilities that temporary occupations cantegi®r not,

depend on the fact of not distinguish properly between objective and subjective factors. The
first ones are about the characteristics and content of occupations that are analyzed. It is
useful to reiterate that the introduction of tempomaoyk contracts characterizes a set of very
different occupations which differ for production industry sector, level of remuneration, level

of subordination and hetexbrection regarding, the relationship with the employer, and
professional contents.

Subjective factors, instead, refer to personal aspirations and individualiskilig this is

purely linked to individual level of empowermént o | mpr ove onedés own i n
life thanks to the working experience. In this case it seems u$efudistinction made by

Fullin (2004) between paths with transition expectation and oriented paths. The first
characterize those involved in unstable occupatiortbat usually do not correspond to
personal aspirations and achieved qualificafiaihat woutl do any job waiting to find any

better or more secure accommodation. Oriented path, instead, characterize those people who,
even wishing for a more secure and stable employment, are generally satisfied with the
content of their work and they are not gotogchange that kind of activities.

If the former seem to suffer most of the risks associated with temporary nature of labor
relations, the second, on the contrary, can benefit more the opportunities flexible contracts are
able to offer, even if only frora purely psychological point of view. In this, the resources that
individuals are able to mobilize (social capital) and the support of the family network play a
crucial role.

The interviews conducted in our survey, highlight the concerns for the renethal @dntract
(Gallino, 2007), in the absence of a true realization, in Italy, of a social security system that
gives the opportunity to live less harsh and uncertain transitions between different unstable
employments. The countless commitments to be lesh@conomic revenue that fail to keep

up with the expenses; the living conditions that in some cases athrétgening; the
possibility of admitting the failure of the project to be independent and return to live with the
families of origin becauseits i mpossi bl e to support oneds o
being capable of becoming parents. These are all aspects that many of the interviewed couples
feel as everyday threats. So these young adult live these pressures with greater or lesser
intensty, waiting that something starts to go in the right way. Waiting to start living.
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Internet makes us stupid or intelligent?How the network is changing our cognitive
faculties

Giuseppe Di Palo

1. Introduction

The digital environments aréeading to the emergence of an inevitable decay and
deterioration of traditional cognitive faculties including the ability to concentrate and
memory. Parallel perspectiespeak of new skills and styles of attention as a response to the
digital environmen strategies characterized by an information glut that is unprecedented in
human history. Also McLuhan says that the media change our nature without our be
conscioud

Main actors of this dialectic are Nicolas Carr (2011) and Howard Rheingold (2013} whic
respectively respond to the questions of why the internet makes us stupid or intelligent.

Carr argues that Internet, understood as the multifaceted set of @aayscted digital
devices, decreases the quality of our cognitive mode of attention andrynemaéing us lose

some intellectual faculties as the deep reflection and richness of collective and individual
memory. The continuous stresses of the digital environments do not enable to keep attention
focused and deep reflection.

According to Rheingoldhowever, the network can make more intelligent provided that you
acquire certain skills. In order for Internet to become a profitable environment is necessary an
education on its use without which the experience of new media will raise an unmanageable
chaos.

2. The Method

This study was divided in the comparison between the thought of the two main authors
integrating everything with the ideas of other scholars who have faced or are somehow
interested in the topic of this discussion. Efforts were then focused on the issago$sible
misunderstandings due to interpret a written message (especially on the net).

After are been advanced some hypotesis verified with the observation of communicative
processes (with new technologies) in two different levels: institutional fanochal
communication, and pe¢o-peer and informal communication.

3. Results

Results of this study should prove that with social networks and instant message services, we
are losing the authenticity of human relations because these communication deensome

limits as asynchronous communication, no phisical presence of interlocutors. The absence of
interlocutors can bring to interpretate the written text in a different mode if compared with
the issuer's original thought. We can help ourselves with uke of emoticons or
esclamations, but the real meaning of our communication does not correspond to our original
thinking.

v. Bitti, 2014; N. Carr, 2008, 2010, 2011; P. Davi s,
2012; M. Masi, 2015; E. Morozov, 2011; V. Mosco, 2014; H. Rheingold, 2013; G. Small, G. Vorgan, 2008; M.
Spitzer, 2013; S. Turkle, 1996, 2012.

2 Comp. V. Bitti, 2014, 1.

3 Comp. C. Formenti, 2011, 49.
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For these reasons the online video seems to be the best form of communication. In a video
you can see your interlocutor although he is not really pre3ém. allows you to better
understand the content of the message, avoiding misunderstandings.

The onine written text (connected to the activity of reading) changes the habits of the reader.
In fact, diminish concentration and patience to read long writings. Users preferred, instead,
small fragments of text that have also multimedia contents. Readers &eger willing to

waste time and have no time to lose even given the frenetic pace of today's society.

Essentially what facilitates attention and memory, in an environment permeated by a
multitude of content and distractions, seems to be the funtaspeable of rising from the

mass of Internet data to capture and hold the viewer's gaze. An example may be the fact that
you are more likely to remember the exact words of a song rather than the text of something
that has been read. Tones, accents, rhytinmelodies facilitate the remembering process.

Internet, therefore, has changed not only the way we communicate and build relationships, but
also the way of thinkingThis is mainly because have changed consumption patterns of media
products and this presely by means of internet. People access and are easily used to the
convenience and are no longer willing to give it After all, people spontaneously look for

those software and web sites that offer the most help and the greatest number of tips. Users
want softwares that are helpful and friendly. Referring again to Internet audiovisual contents,
these would seem to be immune from concepts such as decreased attention and concentration.
An example can be given from web tv (with simple and brief intenastut able to produce
significant increases in cognitive control) by transforming the media experience more and
more in a constant brainstorming with other users.

4. Discussion

Internet, says Carr, give birth behavioral and cognitive habitsrélcanhfigure circuits and

paths of our brain. This structural change is due to an important property of the human brain ,
crucial to our evolution as a species: the neuroplasticity

It isn't important to be digital natives or digital immigrants (PrengR@1), Internet, perhaps,

is changing the brains of all the people changing the operating models of the mind,
strengthening some and weakening others. Substantially, people tend to an increasing
difficulty to stay focused while reading longer texts.

Interret, says Carr, is a place that encourages to read fast feeding distracted thinking and
superficial learning.

And people prefer t hi s fr ap’ialdodobecausepthey haven ¢ o n
relative time to deepén

Internet, then, is perhaps a thré@ memory. With its overabundance of information Internet
appears as #orgetfulness technologyoverloading the memory. Thus, concentration and
remembering becomes difficult.

About that Mauro Masi (2015) says that people soon will be more supeaincidess able to
concentrate. Our information will be, for example, only those of 140 prints that we can read
on social networks

4Comp. V. Bitti, 2014, 2; Carr, 2011, chapter 2.
5 Comp. M. Galbiati, F. Piredda, 2010, 33.

6 Ivi, 36.

7 Comp. N. Carr, 2011.

8 Comp. M. Masi, 2015, 13.
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Al t hough i f Masi i's agree with Carrds thesi
Internet as a greater collalation for a responsabile use of the Internet. In effect, Masi says
that the Internet is global phenomenon, a human right (mentioning the Facebook creator,
Mark Zuckemberg), a God's gift, mentioning Pope Francis that adds that Internet is a place
full of humanity, a people network because communication is not a technological attainment
but a human attainméhtFrom these words we can deduce that Internet is not only an
technical infrastructure but is also the community that it can be connected. Thiptderibe
basis of Mc L uhan 6¥ that spysdhatatthe werld bdcang dittle taride o r y
transportable (for example in a mobile phone). Therefore, Internet becomes the engine of
economic and cultural change.

On the other hand, Censis (Centro Stundiestimenti Sociali) highlighted in the 2014 report

on the social situation in Italy that internet digital revolution is parallel to personal use of
media (each user creates its own schedule), at the biomediadic age with emergence of
personal biographiesn social, and, in the end, to the phenomenology of selfie. It is a real
paradox: more we are connected in Internet, more we are focused on our individuality. Some
authors (Bennato, 2011; Mascheroni, 2012; Turkle, 2012) have discussed about how
technologes of internet sociality lead to people isolation from real life: instead of interacting
directly with other people, the users remain closed and alone in their own room to relate with
a cold machine without feelings.

Some researches of prof. Daniel T. Mdgham (University of Virginia), among the greatest
learning psychologists, prove that is not totally true that the internet making us stupid: the key
concept is the ability to concentrate. Scientists measure this capacity from two points of view,
namelyconcentration and memoryhe change of this capabilities depends by the huge range

of internet contents and by the motivation to search and see new things.

In short, Internet has not (yet) changed the attention span of people but introduced a trend to a
new thought. This can be a positive motivation unless it does not turn into something
pathological pushing superficiality (non deepens anything over a tweet) and frustration (the
anxiety of searching for the new can not be satisfied forever and sooneéerothixe is a

limit) 11,

About this question intervenes also Henry Jenkins (2010) that emphasizes two topics: focused
attention and distracted attention. The second one is tipical of acting multitasking. Jenkins
says that low capacity of maintain focusetemtion is growing up with the advent of new
media. For Jenkins the multitasking is an answer strategy to a digital environment full of
information that it can scan the information flow giving attention to other important aspects.
So, multitasking and fased attention shouldn't be considered as opposite competences, but
as complementary abilities strategically used by the brain to overcome memorySioniee

born multiple ways of learning and strategies to process information, and none of these are
sea as better than the other but these are evaluated inside a specific'€ontext

The Internet, therefore, could facilitate learning and strengthen certain cognitive abilities that
allow you to juggle the abundance of data you get once you are online, basgaseted out

by Jenkins (2006 ), the convergence don't happens between multimedia equipment but in the
brains of individual consumers. However, as of this last statement, you understand how Carr,
in his criticism, also recognizes the positive side o/ technologies that can make life
easier. This makes us more valuable as workers, friends and colleagues. The Internet usage
generated a lot of pratical benefits, for this reason we stay online for a loAg time

9 vi, 129.

10 Comp. A. Grasso, M. Scaglioni, @B.
11 Comp. M. Masi, 2015, 18687.

12 Comp. H. Jenkins, 2010, 129.

3 Comp. N. Carr. 2011,170.
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We can speak now of intellectuschnologies. These are instruments that we can use to
increase our mental faculties and to increase social practices. In this cathegory of instruments
are included also tablets, computers and smarthphones.

The advent of technological tools increasingiyawmative and constant exposure to these
brings contemporary society between two technological worlds: the first one concerns a
simplification of activities, the latter contributing to the user's involvement on a logic that
gives space to products mainlycreational and leisure as they were in the past cinema,
phonograph, radio and television.

For this reason, Internet has gained immense popularity among the electronic media users for
a simple reason which is often given as obvious and taken for grargeokdinectionality.

With Internet we can send and receivenails. It's very easy and useful. We can exchange
some information online with other users, we can upload and download files. So, Internet
connects us to others (we can thinking, for examplestdnt message service or software for
videoconferences and videocall as Skype). With these tecnologies, as a simple smartphone,
users can share on blogs and social networks their creations as video and photo. They can
also share, criticize and modifyetltreations of other users. Furthermore, we stay online for a
long time also because were born more fast connections that have allowed to make more
operations onling,

Interactivity, hipertext link and multimediality are the Internet qualitireg Carr hghlights
stressing that they bring considerable benefits including fast access to large amounts of
information and ease for users in sharing their point of view.

Instead for Rheingold Internet can make us more intelligent if we obtain some knowledge in
themedia usage.

Without a correct education about Internet usage the new media experience can be a real
chaos.

As say Marco Centorino and Angelo Romeo (2012, 92), the hypertextuality leads to a new
mode to read and deal with an argument. It has educatesdintgethinking differently.

We don't have an exlusive relation with a book, but with an hypertext that has new rules and a
non linear organization. It prompted people to read and think diffetently

Citing Buckingham (2013), Rheingold talks about litges (attention, critic rating of
information and management of the Internet social aspects) necessary to use effectively
Internet technologies. Attention is the foundation of the other literacies. We can use automatic
filters for information but the pringal filter is always our brain.

Rheingold calls this literacy infotention (information + attention).

For this reason, between 1990 and 2000, internet and its contents were considered as
collective intelligence'$. For L ® v-§7) tlielindeBigencegr@wé with technologies.

With technologies, in fact, people can share knowledge, they can interact with specific
contents and they can contribute, with an information exchange, to make it'better

The relation network, with the use of digital instrumets bring to intelligence increase

and to creation of a collective brain. In this case the focus is on the concept that we can be
promoters of our relatiof’

For de Kerckhove (2008) connective intelligence is the practice of the related intelligences in
a specific contest. This relation is based on Internet and technologies usage. Inteligence are
connected to achieve a common goal. They have the possibility to interact with an Internet

14 vi, 109-110.

15Comp. G. Bettetini, B. Gasparini, N. Vittadini, 1999, 104.
¥p, L®vYy, 1996.

YComp. M. Centorino, A. Romeo, 2012,-90

18 Comp. F. Bruni, 2006.



37
Internetmakes us stupid or intelligenitfw the network is changing our cognitive faculties

connectiof®. Some example of connective intelligence are blogs andlsoeiworks where

users can share and comment their knowledges. So, we can comprise the fundamental role of
online relations and online partecipation.

Sharry Turkle (1996, 7) criticizes this concept. She says that, with social networks and instant
messageservices, we are losing the authenticity of human relations because these
communication forms have some limits as asynchronous communication, no phisical presence
of interlocutors. The absence of interlocutors can bring to interpretate the writtém dext
different mode if compared with the issuer's original thought. We can help ourselves with the
use of emoticons or esclamations, but the real meaning of our communication does not
correspond to our original thinking.

For these reasons the online \dgeems to be the best form of communication. In a video
you can see your interlocutor although he is not really pre3éim. allows you to better
understand the content of the message, avoiding misunderstandings. Essentially, Rheinghold
wants to make iefligent the users in a correct Internet usage. If the users will use Internet
correctly they can increase their intelligence.

Internet has created the possibility of new literacies, new knowledge and people (on the basis
of this assumption) can learn hawregulate and control the attention. Distraction, however,
can be interpreted as a side effect. Therefore, without a full understanding of digital media, in
terms of uses and consumption, users would risk being excluded and relegated to the past.
For Rhenghold the online partecipation is very important too: in social media, in web sites, in
blog, with a Twitter message, with a video creation and it sharing, with comments and critics.
There are all important operations for the wellness of online usersoity.

Also Philip Davis (2008) says that Internet making us impatient readers but more intelligent:
we have a lot of connections to documents and with other users.

We can see now that Carr's critic is focus on read the written texts: ladnoéntration,

rapid and fragmented reading, poor memory storageew Intellectual ethics is emergiig
According to Carr the stupidity resulting from Internet may depend on the online written text
(connected to the activity of reading) that changeshti®ts of the reader. In fact, diminish
concentration and patience to read long writings. Users preferred, instead, small fragments of
text that have also multimedia contents. Readers are no longer willing to waste time and have
no time to lose even givehe frenetic pace of today's society.

Also McLuhan (1986) says that media as telephone, radio, cinema and television, have
reduced the role of the written text. Audiovisual content (preferred and sought after by users)
allows, in fact, a picture or a sodi to stay longer etched in the memory compared to a written
text. This concept is close to the notion of photographic memory.

Essentially what facilitates attention and memory, in an environment permeated by a
multitude of content and distractions, seem$e the fun aspect capable of rising from the
mass of Internet data to capture and hold the viewer's gaze. An example may be the fact that
you are more likely to remember the exact words of a song rather than the text of something
that has been read. Tes) accents, rhythms, melodies facilitate the remembering process.

Also Onishi (2008) reaffirmed this concept. He said that readers would not read the
professional writers's works because in these are present very difficult terms to understand
and becausthe stories are very loAy

It is approached in this way to the theme of
part of journalism, of users who produce content for other users in-topaeer logic.

19 Comp. M. Centorino, A. Romeo, 2012, 94.
20 Comp. N. Carr, 2011, 99.
21 Comp. N. Onishi, 2008.
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Internet thus enriches the fruiti@xperience with its attractive elements pushing towards the
active use of content involving all the senses simultaneously.

Media companies must therefore adapt to the new expectations of users now in full harmony
with the combinations of Web content . Quinds are adapting to the Internet intellectual
ethics that allows you to have more information with no side effects. But a side effects is
shown by Davide Bennato (2011) for which social subjects on the web are, in the same time,
isolated in the daily reiay.

Other fundamental studies about Internet are Sherry Turkle (1996) researches that represent
the beginning of the first ethnographic investigations about the Internet and about the use of
virtual identity. Turkle's idea is that the individual who atte virtual networks builds his
virtual identity that feels more real compared to that than he has in everyday life. He can also
have a lot of virtual identities.

Even anonymity, a nickname, a pseudonym constitute forms of identity that allow you to
expres unexplored multiplicity of one's self.

Internet, therefore, has changed not only the way we communicate and build relationships, but
also the way of thinking. Through the use of technology, moreover, many people think that
they can defeat loneliness butiting the previous paradox, we can say that we can
communicate with the whole world while we are closed in our room.

This is mainly because have changed consumption patterns of media products and this
precisely by means of internet. People access andamily used to the convenience and are

no longer willing to give it up.

It's like trying to take away a chocolate from a child immediately after that he discovered the
taste. After all, people spontaneously look for those software and web sites thtteoffeost

help and the greatest number of tips. Users want softwares that are helpful and friendly. As
the economist Tyler Cowen said, when access to information is easy, we tend to favor the
short, the sweet and the srall

Referring again to Internet dwvisual contents, these would seem to be immune from
concepts such as decreased attention and concentration. In fact, there are new hybrid
technology tools created by the combination of videos and books (vooks), which provide a no
linear reading systenmore adequate to the new needs arising from being hygmmected.

It is an evolved form of the-lkook that, in the near future, can be implemented with the
typical functions of Internet, including social networking (and therefore the social sharing)

22Comp. N. Carr, 2011.
2 QOriginal paper: https://www.academia.edu/s/14785d2048/inteinendestupidio-intelligenticomela-rete
stacambiandede-nostrefacdta-cognitive
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Family and School Togetherin Italian Multicultural Society

Alessia Bartolini

1. Introduction

This paper presents a reading intended to reflect to joint responsibility between family and school in
Italian multicultural society. A discussion of educational joint responsibility between family
and school gives uan opportunity to look at specific responsibilities, recognizing each

partyés role in education i n t he-pedagogitai of
theories developed over the past thirty years have highlighted the significance of the positive
presence of parents in the school in terms

socialization. Given the new multicultural scenario of our society, the relationship between
school and family takes on a new role in terms of intercultural integrakioe integration of
immigrant families in society can take place in various ways and with the help of different
public entities: among these, the school is surely one of the most important for the immigrant
family with children.

The school, with a view toward cooperating with the family, must further the rapport with
foreign families, taking into account their objective difficulties with language comprehension

and their different conception of the relationship to the schodt; att s ame t i me such
differences and their participation in scholastic life can be viewed as an added value in the
Italian school. The school can become a meeting point, a place for families to exchange ideas,
an active workshop in which values dag shared and the barrier of cultural prejudice can be
broken down, embracing diversity as a paradi
an opportunity to open the entire system to differences: of origin, gender, social level,
scholastic backgund.

2. The study

2.1 The educational context

Al't takes a whole village to educate a child
which comes from nearby Africa, and helps us understand how we cannot be alone in raising

our children becae education, conceived in terms of growth, development and promotion is

a process which can take place only with the help of many hands.

It is in this spirit that in recent years an attempt has been made to develop what today is called

the Integrated Forative System: an educational system based on Hpartwipation of the

principle educational agencies: family, school, church, and cultural and recreational
associations, with the family and the school
ogani zed aggl omerate of relationshipso which
The idea hails back to a contrivance which is plural but unified, as is the education of a
person: a book written by several authors, declaimed in the voice ofakesaders. But

although it may be true that each educational action is based on a set of values defining it, and

is aimed toward an end which moves actions in the direction of a need to be human and
social, it is important that the educational work ofistycnot be left to chance, but that it

have principles of coherence (cf. Agazzi, 1965, p.32).

When we speak of educational coherence among institutions responsible for the growth and
education of an individual, we are not talKki
mani pul ati ve, lothisided of consistendyrs isaomeghéng reshlting from the
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acceptance of a dialectic of differences as an eminently human value, interpreted as the

provident | aw of progress and spirito (Agazz
The numerous educational systems which society offers must be in harmony \itbthesc

so that man can use every instrument availa
Abecome himsel fd, to make his own, Aper manen
1973, p . 37) . AWe | ive Iin ceervesmddewayg. ndoO
extracting, every moment, the full significance of every experience in the present do we
prepare ourselves to do the same thing in t

Each person, young or old, should be put in theditmn to reap the greatest benefit from

current experiences in order to be mature for those of the future and in this way grow as a
person.

If, as Bertolini sustains, education is an intentional action (cf. Bertolini, 1988, pp4&)5

the responsibilit for it must be shared among all the educational subjects involved, in order

to develop an educational prospect which <ca
sensible proposal for the educator a48d t he |
Each educational agent, therefore, contributing its specific input, is called upon to tune in with

the others in terms of values and goals. Probably today there is a greater need for educational
consistency than in the past, because the easy aocasypes of information and the rapid

changes currently under way bring with them models for living which are often contradictory,

which can create confusion and disorientation, especially in young people. It is necessary to
encourage a new educatiorsgnsibility and an awareness in teaching which will favor
openness, dialogue and creative exchange among educational participants in order to guide an

Il ndividual 6s personal growth without exXposit
Pati, 2006p.52).

Today, however, education in our society has taken on the paradigm of complexity. As Ruini

writes, AEducation has become a problem in &
difficult to unravel, a territory much altered, unfamiliar [. . .] pm@spects seem fewer and
| ess l'i kely for t he personods aut henti c 0be

orientation in life, which must permit the discovery of meaning and reasons for trust, so that
the individual may relate to others in a consimgctvay and not go astray when faced with

di fficulties and contradictionso (Committee
Conference, 2009, p. 1X).

2.2 The Literature Review

We must therefore ask ourselves how families and school may cealherate to produce a
common educational approach. The family and the school, however, can find a common
ground in the matter of education, and education can represent the terrain on which a
relationship between family and school can be developed andhake, based on a sense of
cooperation and joint responsibility (cf. Cattaneo, 2000, ppx)X

Speaking of joint responsibility lets us reflect on the theme of educational responsibility of the
family and the school, assigning to each its proper eduedtrole in the light of recent social
changes. Joint responsibility is based on the principle of reciprocity between family and
school, each with its own prerogatives. To speak of joint responsibility between family and
school means to place the accenteorelationship of reciprocity, by virtue of which one
institution does not exploit the other, does not concern itself with the other, does not abuse its
position with regard to the other. On the contrary, together they undertake to embark on a
cooperatie venture, each recognizing its specific role.

Many psychepedagogical theories propounded in the last thirty years have highlighted the
implications of a positive presence of parents in the school in terms of learning, personal



43
Family and School Togethen Italian Multicultural Society

growth and social developme Results of research appear to indicate that the presence of
parents on the scholastic scene is advisable, for the child, the family and the school.

A good relationship between parents and tec
school, but it des more than that. From the end of the 1980s on, research tells us that a
positive dialogue between family and school produces greater scholastic success and lowers
the risk of failure in, or abandonment of, school. Bronfenbrenner, ikdotogy of Human
Developmentpn the basis of empirical studies emphasized that the quantity and quality of
interactions among the life systems of a person maximize the evolutionary possibilities for its
subjects, and that a subject in evolution benefits substantialigsé who care for him work

in a pair, or in any case are jointly involved in activities (cf. Bronfenbrenner, 1979, Ital. trans.
1986).

A fruitful collaboration between school and family, however, becomes a determinant element

not only for successful learrn g but also for a childbés overa
adapt and socialize and of a greater willingness to be involved in more complex didactic
processes and therefore in social participation in general; in turn these factors favor access to

higher | evels of |l earning , whatever the f ami
p. 76) . Al f the i nteractions between teacher ¢
both at home and at school, they show greatercselfidence, they partigate actively in

their schooling, and t hey tend t o gi ve mo

involvement of parents in scholastic life, therefore, has positive results not only for the level

of learning but also for the building of a personal tdgrand a capacity for socialization.

As far as the family is concerned, it can find in the school a valid partner for helping to
manage a young personos di fficult moment s .
important for the family, since it proved an invaluable aid in the increasingly complex task

of raising children: complex, because our own context is complex, but also because the family

in recent times has undergone important changes which have left it more and more alone in
assuming its respibilities. The nuclear family, increasingly small and inwim@king, has
practically eliminated contacts with the outside world. That means that there is a genuine need
on the part of parents to share their educational mission with the outside wariid;doder

for the family to be stimulated to participate in scholastic life, a relationship of trust and
reciprocal respect with the school must be created, in which the needs and educational
resources of both parties can recognized and respected innwsphere of shared
responsibility.

Finally, the school can benefit from the presence of families, allowing an enrichment of its
programs through the voluntary contribution of parents, particularly useful in a time of
economic crisis such astheoneourisect y i s now undergoi ng. ATh
the relationship between school and family, the greater the benefit to the school in terms of its
educati onal -Qicatal#Pieroni, 2006a p. iL29)i lais in this spirit that Minister

Fioroni wrote the letter to families in 2007 affirming that the school can carry out its own
educational function only if it seals a pact of alliance with the family.

A OQur ¢ hithe detteeneads- A g r o w, together with wus, i n
charging, a heterogeneous society of increasing risks and opportunities. In this complex
context, collaboration and teamwork between school and family is the most valuable
instrument we have for creating a school for everyone and by everyone, a quality school
capable of guiding our children and young people in the adventure of knowledge and personal
growth. A school that would claim to educate while failing to recognize the family would
condemn itself to failureo (Minister Fioroni

2.3 Educational aims and expectations in a changing society
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If we could take a virtual trip through our schools we would realize that in recent years
something has changed profoundly. In the attendance lists, in addition to Mario Rossi and
Francesca Bianchi, weee Abdel Fares, Aisha Al Haj Ahmad, Asmaa Ali, as well as Adelina
Rosu, Wei Hu, Estrella Gonzales and many other names which take uswafalands, with
cultures and traditions different from those in Italy.

In the school year 2013014, the Ministryfor Instruction, University and Research (MIUR)
registered the representation in Italian schools of 206 countries from all over the world, as
well as an increase, though slightly lower than in the past, in the number of students who were
not Italian citizes. What has remained almost constant is the variety and order of the foreign
countries contributing the greatest number of pupils: Romania is in the first place, followed by
Albania, Morocco, China, The Philippines, Moldova, India and Ukraine (cf. MIOR4 R

In Italian schools of every level there are some 802,785 children of immigrants, 16,155 more
than in the school year 20®D13. Of those pupils, 167,591 attended preschool, 283,233
primary school, 169,780 middle school and 182,181 secondary schegbrdsence of pupils

who are children of immigrants has increased at all levels of education except for middle
school, where a slight decrease was registered; meanwhile at all levels of school there has
been a decline in the percentage of pupils witlaitatitizenship.

The presence of foreign pupils, therefore, is not constant at the different levels of schooling,
since it varies from some 10 percent at preschool and primary level to 6.8 percent in
secondary school.

Overall, however, the quota of pupilvhose citizenship is not Italian has risen from 2.2
percent in the 2002002 school year to 9 percent in 2€A@L4, though in some classes it has
exceeded the ceiling of 30 percent established in the February 2010 circular. But the greatest
increase isn the number of pupils born in Italy to foreign parents. In 22084, the total
number of foreign pupils increased by 2.1 percent compared to a year earlier, while the
increase of those born in Italy was 11.8 percent. Schoolchildren born in Italy whose
citizenship is not Italian now represent 51.7 percent of all pupils who are children of
immigrants. In other words, the second generation of foreign students is now in the majority
(cf. ibid).

This last figure is extremely interesting because it lets uk ktothe phenomenon of
immigration in a new way.

Not all foreign students are immigrants, since more than half of them were born in Italy.
Nonetheless, they continue to be considered foreigners according to the current legislation
which is based on the ipciple of jus sanguini or the rights of blood, in which citizenship
passes from generation to generation independently of where one is born, grows up, or resides
[. . .] Currently, children born in Italy may request citizenship at the age of eighteemuand
demonstrate uninterrupted residence in Italy during that time (Favaro, 2011, Ch. 1).

The cultural plurality of society is mirrored within the classroom, where multiculturalism can

be photographed instantly. The entire educational field is involvédhine pr oces s . nT

and educators, whose main concern has always been to favor the transmission of the national

| anguage, values and norms, now find themsel

In order to meet the moral and social obligations of our country to guarantee all immiigrants
including those from outside the European Uniothe right to education, the school has
attempted to respond to these changes by developing new protocolsldisioim and new
teaching models, beginning with the Ministerial Circular n. 301 of 1@86lusion of
foreigners in compulsory education: promotion and coordination of measures for the
furthering of the right to educatiofhe circular states that eachgm school is called upon
not only to promote fAan increasingly acute
societyo by promoting di actic activities
®
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characteristicso in order to #fprnadneatoe & udulat
promote fimeasures to increase awareness i n t
fact it is necessary to creadn atmosphere favorable to integration for the purpose of raising
awareness of the opportunities that the scholastic institution offers, and of the ways to use
them. Acting together will provide the possibility for gaining additional and more adequate
knowledge of the cultural levels, the models of behavior, the social and economic conditions

of immigrant groups. It is clear that such knowledge represents an essential contribution to
didactic planningdo (Ministerial Circular 301
Such a concept musbe reconsidered on the basis of analysis of new educational
requirements, to promote educational programs which are truly inclusive and not simply
based on assimilation and conformity with the saxitiural models held by the majority.

3. Educational stategies

If multi-culture is indeed a factual way to describe our society, it is the historic moment we
are engaged in, it is the condition of our present time, made evident by the numerous presence
of immigrants coming from different parts of the worldter-culture is not a natural
phenomenon but something which must be created, must be encouraged and designed so that
it can open itself to anauthentic relationship with the other. It is not a spontaneous event but a
dynamic with strong emotional impligahs, a conscious extending of oneself in the direction

of the other. Inteculture disposes a person to an authentic confrontation, to a relationship of
mutual priority, in which each person preserves his own originality in a free giveandtake.
Such an apach to democratic coexistence results in the development of a mentality which

is open, flexible, capable of accepting the diversity of the other.

Many scenarios are possible in a multicultural society: from indifference to acceptance; there
are so manydeas, attitudes and feelings, on a continuum ranging from fear and prejudice to
curiosity, interest, assistance, comprehension, interaction. Every culture has something to give
to, and take from, the others. The relationship between cultures is alwajetianship

among diverse identities, or rather, between identity and otherness, and it raises the issue of
the right of each person to be recognized as a specific being, even if no person can be
considered really pure or uncontaminated. The pedagogiug@eainderpinning this thesis is

that there is no hierarchical conception of cultures. "Each people has its own culture,” wrote
Father Milani, "and no one people has less than another” (Barbiana School, 1975, p. 139). No
educational institution, he contias, can fail to accept persons of different cultures.

Intercultural coexistence is a new human question which schools have had to face only in the
last 25 years and which must be answered by accepting new educational challenges, certainly
not a simple tds Interculture represents a true revolution in the field of education; it
becomes the paradigm most suitable for guiding educational processes, for promoting a new
grammar of civilization, and for that reason it could create" the new normality in exducati,

a new Paideia (cf. Nanni, 2010).

"It is not a question of creating separate or special spaces for anyther foreign or native

-- but, on the contrary, putting into play in a positive way the opportunities offered by the
current situation: in s new millennium, every culture's horizons are expanding enormously
and the chances of unexpected encounters are increasing for everyone. If we are able to make
constructive use of the conflicts which will inevitably arise in such encounters, it will be
possible to create something new and to safeguard the specificity and the value of each person
and each culture" (Genovese, 2003, p.199).
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Intercultural education today must be the new paradigm of education, in order to join unity
and plurality, universalisnand relativism, attention to the specific needs of each individual
and common educational paths in a harmonious way.

Being together, however, is not enough to favor the process of integration. Acceptance alone
is not sufficient to guarantee processes atitudes which are authentically inclusive. To
encourage an authentic process of integration and interaction among cultures "it is necessary
to go beyond didactic techniques to a pedagogic panorama capablenafjreing the future,

starting with the callenges of the present, in order to live together, equal and different, in
equal dignity" (Favaro, 2011, Ch. 1).

3.1 Educational objectives

Schools, and educational services in general, have a central role in the processes of
integration not only of tl children but also of the families. "The school, more than other
institutions, is called upon to utilize the positive potential inherent in the encounter among
cultures and to limit the negative, also inherent in encounters among peoples and cultures, so
that xenophobia may not prevail over empathy" (Silva, 2008, p.28).

The school, moreover, is the place in which families may form an educational alliance for the
benefit of their children.

ADespite the differences i n egchfamilglmetomesthad c o
educational partner with which to establish a pact; each immigrant ceases to be an immigrant
but becomes simply a parent in the midst of other parents. Nonetheless the distances, the
difficulties in rapport between the school and ttnmigrant families, and between the Italian

and foreign parents, are a factwhich is frequently underlined by teachers and school
administratorso (Favaro, 2011, Ch. 8) .

A number of elements appear to separate immigrant parents from teachers; bothedre call
upon daily to face the fact of otheess, with an approach to cultural life and values which

are different, with "educational styles different from one's own, with models of behaviorof
young people which are difficult to decipher, with countless diffies in communicating.

These are the reasons behind most of the obstacles faced by teachers. For their part, the
families do not always understand the school's requirements, they often are not clear about its
educational methods and goals, and they tendee the school as a place simply for the
transmitting of academic disciplines. An insufficient familiarity on both parts regarding the
reciprocal procedures in education is added to linguistic difficulties and cultural differences
which cause misundeestdings which may be unimportant of themselves, but which over
time can escalate to the point of causing parents to become indifferent in their approach to the
school, and teachers to develop a stereotyped image of the immigrant family (Silva, 2008, pp.
24-25).

While it is true that the label "immigrant family" conceals a variety of situations and
experiences because every family is different from every other with its particular cultural
baggage, all such families can be united by the same need foryidétitiare called upon

every day to close the gap between the need to feel a part of the host country and the
preservation of their roots. All such families are called upon by immigration to reassess not
only place, time, and personal life goals, but akationships and emotions. Introducing a

child to the educational mainstream is not without pain for the immigrant family, representing
as it does a sort of "migration within a migration" (Favaro, 2011, Ch. 8), a step which
substantially alters the rappdretween generations and requires yet new forms of adaptation.

It is for this reason that parents, rather than collaborating with the school, may appear to be
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completely closed to it, or at least uninterested or uninvolved; much, however, depends on the
relationship with the teachers and with the school as a whole.

"It is in fact the personal commitment which gives value to the relationship, defining it as a
conscious experience which puts into play the parties involved and their beliefs and values,
but ako as a factor of transformation and change. It is a relationship based on reciprocity,
understood as an ethical and practical principle which can shift the encounter from a
utilitarian level, or one of dominance/submission, to a level of respect ang. pEng
reciprocity overcomes the imbalance between teachers and parents which is linked to
linguistic and cultural differences, but also to the difference in their roles and functions.
Commitment, reciprocity, exchange are the founding principles of alnmaddrelationship
between school and family which is valid in general and in particular in multicultural contexts
(Silva, 2008, p. 35).

The patrticipation of foreign parents in school life must be understood as a new challenge for
the scholastic institutioif it is true, as mentioned above, that a fruitful collaboration between
school and family works in favor of <childrer
greater scholastic success. The dialogue between teachers and parents is stécessmayn

in the case of immigrant families, since the support of the teachers can help foreign children
and their parents feel more included in the Italian system. The school, aiming fer a co
planning with the family, must also maintain a relationship fatieign families, taking into
account their objective difficulty in language comprehension and their different way of
conceiving their relationship to the school, but also learning to perceive their diversity and
their participation in scholastic life @ added resource for the Italian school, "both because

it encourages connections with local parents to begin a network of inclusion, and because
their contribution opens up new scenarios of possible change” (Vittori, 2003, p. 91).

4. Conclusion

The school can become a place of lively encounter and exchange among families, an active
workshop of shared values, capable of tearing down the barriers of cultural prejudice; but for
this to happen, a genuine rapport is necessary, based on active ndistempable of
recognizing the needs and expectations of parents, including foreign ones. But more explicit
national policies are also necessary, as well as a proper use of intercultural instruments and
cultural mediators, still too rarely employed in solsp to create with the help of all parents a
more inclusive school able to educate tolerant, free individuals. This is the path indicated in
the most recent guidelines for acceptance and integration of foreign pupils in the few lines
dedicated to the reianship with immigrant families, where it is stated that "the

involvement of families and information in different languages concerning the functioning
and structure of the educational system, the objectives for learning, the organization, the
evaluationand the diverse activities of schools is of crucial importance in the processes of
integration and orientation” (MIUR, 2014, p.12).

AOur pupil s ar e equal and di ver se: equal [
socialization in preschool and primasghool; diverse in terms of family, cultural points of
reference, religion, skin color, etc. To be inclusive, it follows that a school must be equipped
with attitudes and mechanisms which put all children in a condition to learn from diversity
and to livewith respect for, and interest in, others. It is therefore necessary to initiate a new
phase, a phase of inclusion which can integrate what has been considered and accomplished
over years, but which canpresent a new outlook, more conscious of the chesgesand
guestions which are still open and of the attainments which have so far been achieved
(Favaro, 2011,Ch. 9).
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New defence policies and changes in military institutions: the sociological perspective

Lucia Fortini

1. Introduction

In the contemporary and global political and seee@nomical frame, Armed Forces have to

face new challenges involving the very identity of the institution owning the monopoly of the
rightful use of the violence. Even if sociology, despite the importafht¢ke consequences,

has not paid so much attention to the effect of armed force on society (Kilby, 2013;
Heinecken, 2015), social sciences and military sociology areamete about what are the
difficulties and the uniqueness in studying the militaryd ahe transformations of this
institution (Soeters, Shields, Rietjens, 2014).

The end of the Cold War has led to new geopolitical and economic order in which the strong
global economic integration has not yet joined a defined policy coordination. Thal glob
governance processes, in fact, with the breaking of old and consolidated balances, have to
deal with the new risks of liquid society: lack of anchors, compression of the middle class,
new democratic transitions, new identity processes, rediscoverytiohalgsm, frustration
management, and the discontent of the people suspended between desire for modernization
and rejection of Western valu€galia & Amato, 2015).

This favored the outbreak of new conflicts and new claims that have further complieated
international political scene, where we are witnessing a gradual breakdown in diplomatic set
up leading to an increasingly differentiated regional grouping, and a growing presence of
turbulence and internal crises, by nature always interconnectededdwt terrorist acts, for
example, are part of a crisis scenario characterized by a climate of general unfriendliness that
accompanies the relations between the United States, European Union and its countries,
where the economic crisis and austerity pesichave created divisions and conflicts
(Maniscalco, 2015).

With this historic transition, in short, the Western democracies have had to contend with a
new, broader and more complex concept of national security able to include, beyond the
traditional doatines of defense of territory, new tasks and functions. We refer, for example, to
the management of crisis on a global scale, peacekeeping missions, humanitarian intervention,
and even the creation of new nations (Mannitz, 2013). In fact, if before tloed®¢orld

War the existence of an army was closely linked to the defense of national borders, during the
Cold War, the threat posed by the enemy deployment determined the main functions of
military forces. With the fall of the Berlin Wall and the dissautiof a weldefined idea of
enemy, the emerging elements of what we might call "world domestic policy" led to a greater
complexity of military missions conducted in concert by more nations and, in fact, less clearly
linked to national defense issues.

In other words, "multipurpose threats and a concept of security not restricted in the military
perimeter of national sovereignty have expanded the horizons of the intelligence services, not
only in a spatial sense, but also as regards the fields of intewventond t he o6subj e
securitizations" (Maniscalco, 2015, p. 79).

This not only substantially change the very idea of "soldier" but poses serious problems of
legitimacy to the normally granted military use of force under the particular conditionhs of t
defense of an enemy threat. One example is the debate on constabularization processes
(Zimmerman, 2005), namely the use of military resources for conducting operations
traditionally associated to the police.

In any case, beyond the problems of legitimacy, the military involvement in this new type of
missions led to an increase in the number of military interventions undertaken by democratic
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states. In more structural terms, this new scenario has been acosinpgna process of
professionalisation of the Armed Forces (Haltiner & Tresch, 2007) and a general reduction of
the personnel involved, that was enriched, in contrast, by the entrance of women and, more
generally, by the participation of different ethnrogps (Farina, 2014).

In fact, as we have briefly mentioned, compared to more conventional task of defending the
national borders, the participation to complex international operations requires the
reformulation of the idea of a soldier that must be dgerlcand accepted by the members of

the Armed Forces, together with a new ethical and moral vision of how to behave during such
missions. Although the use of force is legitimate in military operations, it is undeniable that
the public opinion, in generals ivery sensitive to a normative preference for the peaceful
resolution of all conflicts.

This forces us to consider at least two problems, both linked to the exercise of control
functions and decisiemaking. First, although the political power holds thessponsibilities,

it is undeniable that the military institution has to deal with this ambiguity at each hierarchical
level. In fact, the nature of the missions and the introduction of new technologies pose all the
soldiers, who, at the tactical level,apl key roles in complex missions, in situations with
possible strong political impact, even the lowest degree soldiers (Ruffa, Dandeker,
Vennesson, 2013).

These actions can have possible political effects, not only locally, but also globally because of
the dissolution of boundaries between time and space determined by the development of new
communication technologies. Not to mention the possibility that deplorable acts, recorded
with amateur equipment, can arouse the attention and the outrage of world quibion.
Therefore, this increased spread of responsibilities throughout the command chain presents
serious problems of control and adequate development motivation and sense of belonging of
the military, who are asked for more skills and the developméra higher level of
professionalism.

This brings us to the second question, which concerns the management of the transformations
taking place in the type, number and quality of human resources employed by the Armed
Forces. In fact, generally, two reas@me given to explain the increased recourse to forms of
voluntary ceoption with respect to conscription, and both insist on issues primarily related to
the formation of the necessary expertise to undertake the role of a soldier. While, in fact, the
introduction of new technologies requires the skills and a level of expertise that you cannot
achieve in a basic military training (Janowitz, 1971), the other is the internationalization of
operations that requires special training.

It would seem, then, that i$ precisely the minor involvement in operations of defense of
national borders, in favor of the missions of defense of national "values", to have determined
this great revolution in the recruitment criteria. The new requirements regarding the required
skills, in view of the relationship between costs and benefits, have seen the preference of
gradually smaller and professionalized armies, supported by service providers selected in the
civiian sector (Moskos, 2000). As Mannitz (2012) points out, howeveg tlew
configuration sets new human resource management issues in which the high cost needed to
train soldiers, may eventually inhibit their use in hrggk missions.

As we have seen, the drivers of change and transformations to which the Armed Fegces ha
had to adapt can be grouped under four broad categories: political, technological,
organizational and relational, all somehow interconnected but each bearing its own
specificity. These have led to the assumption of new responsibilities for the nulitany

kind and level, which has increased the level and number of strategic skills, tactics and
techniques involved in the exercise of their functions. Moreover, they have focused on
interpersonal and organizational skills able to motivate and bringhergeéw generations of
soldiers- composed of heterogeneous groups of individuals becoming mostly professionals in
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the exercise of legitimate violeneeapable to cooperate with those involved in the system of
international security forces from differesbuntries. In the management of these new
challenges the role of decisiomakers, i.e. the officers, it acquires considerable significance.
This work will deal with the changes introduced in recent years by the Italian Air Force
Academy in Pozzuoli, withers pect to the Officerdés Building
the characteristics of this armed force to the changing needs of the new environment. This
theme is worth analyzing, because of the general difficulty of studying the military, relating to
privacy issues and institutional public image retention. In fact, as all the armed forces, this
organization is obliged, in the exercise of his functions, to administer the legitimate use of
force and endangering the lives of third parties and its membeasr@al possibility of its
activities (Soeters, Shields, Rietjens, 2014). This might happen in a context in which public
opinion is generally attentive and contrary to such an eventuality to occur.

2, Methods

The analysis of the literature showed us ileev challenges that the Armed Forces have to
face in the light of the changing scenarios that characterize the global landscape.
Choosing to study the Air Force Officer's building processes depended on the particular
characteristics and the important s#gac role it plays. In fact, if the management, monitoring
and control of airspace, since the founding of NATO, have become the key to the prevention
and resolution of conflicts. It is important to remember that among the Armed Forces, the Air
Force is tke one that possesses the most advanced technological system that is also more
susceptible to processes of innovation and renovation. It is in this Armed Force, in short, that
the transformations discussed above can be particularly noticeable and radicals.

The Air Force Academy also performs its task since 1923, and since then, between historical
events and changes of location, it formed the official generations that were operating before,
during and after the Cold War. A vantages point of view, in showjtttess what were the
challenges to overcome and the changes that have been introduced by this Armed Force.

The reading of organizational change has been carried out through the lens-of neo

i nstitutionalism and its tw®, mdihratcorscdphtes .r
the units that make up a certain population are pushed to be similar among them (Mayer,
Rowan, 2000); second the fAorganizational fi e

no defined borders, involved in a specifidarecognized institutional environment of society
(Powell, Di Maggio, 1983).

As for the empirical part, well aware of the difficulties relating to the military environment
study (Soeters, Shields, Rietjens, 2014), the O#Hmaiding processes have been
reconstructed through 10 biographical interviews to as many officers who make up the
permanent framework of the Academ . These officers were once young cadets, while today
there are decision makers of this structure.

3. Findings

The Academy of Pozzuoli tires the Italian Air Force Officers. The training courses, lasting
five or six years, can be divided into three main categories: Pilots Corps, Service Corps and
Generic Corps, the latter divided into Genius, Commissioners and Medics. The richness of the
information collected relating to the Offiebuilding processes will be presented according to

a thematic division that will refer to the different roles and training paths provided by the
Academy courses, to the organization of courses and content ohgraintivities, to the
relationships that established between, and within different courses.
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3.1 Roles

The training of Pilots and Service consists in the achievement of-yhegedegree in
aeronautical sciences with some rsfeecific differences.

In the case of pilots, of course, there is a specific training path for the flight and the
acquisition of military pilot's license. This category will be used to pilot the aircraft
interceptors, bombers, rescue helicopters, military transport aircraft, reonbtelled

aircraft.

Pilots are traditionally the backbone of the Air Force: they embody its mission and, at least
for the moment, they are the only ones destined to fill the highest command positions within
this Force. After the experience of the operatioyedrs of flight, in fact, the pilots are
selected to start the management path. The most important change occurred over the years,
with regard to the role of pilots, it has been the introduction of the section dedicated to the
piloting of drones, which s, of course, in a process of continuous technological updating of
the aircraft used.

Pilots are traditionally the backbone of the Air Force: they embody its mission and, at least
for the moment, they are the only ones destined to fill the highest conpoaitidns within

this Force. After the experience of the operational years of the flight, in fact, the pilots are
selected to start the management path. The most important change occurred over the years,
with regard to the role of pilots, it has been ihioduction of the section dedicated to the
piloting of remotecontrol aircraft, which fits, of course, in a process of continuous
technological update.

Service Corps, by contrast, receive spegidile training that refers to four broad categories of
"airspace control”, "flight crews," "logistical support”, "operational support.” In fact, Service
are the natural completion of the organizational role of pilots, performing not only all the key
roles that allow them to take the flight activities, but al$dh&l operations carried out by the

Air Force that does not involve the use of aircraft.

The four major categories, over the years, have been enhanced with functions and tasks to
read the complexity of operational scenarios and adapt progransratedjies. It is among

the Service Corps that, for example, officers are trained to be dedicated to intelligence
activities and human resource management, two issues of vital importance to the defense and
security policies outlined in the previous pargdra

Finally, with regard to Generic Corps, Engineers, Commissioners and Medics get degrees,
respectively, in civil or aerospace engineering, in law and in medicine. Starting with the third
year, the cadets in that category begin to follow the universityses with other civilian
students.

3.2 Training activities

Every year the Academy announces a competition to select about eighty students who will
form the new course that will begin the five years training pracegsept for Medics, whose

path has auration of six years. Each course has a name, recalling winds, constellations,
mythological symbols or birds of prey having the initial letter in alphabetical order
progressively and a number that indicates, once the progression of the letters A to Z is
completed, the specific number of the progression.

I f, for example, the first course name i s
used in the progression, the course following the one called "Zodiaco" has taken on the name
AAqui | a onltoenaurech kisdoof ideal continuity and traditions, identified by the

name of the course that is repeated every 19 years.



55
New defence policies amthanges in military institutions: the sociological perspective

The training activities proceed along three major axes, which has different importance during

the five years of cadet particijpat in the academy: university activities, military activities,

sports activities. To these it is possible to add what we decided to define as formal relations
activities that we will consider, in more detail, later.

Most respondents define the first yedreach course as the toughest. During the first year, it

Is hard to get a leave and the pace of the activities to perform are frantic. This is to create a
constant physical and psychological pressure with the purpose to select the cadets that are
more mot vated to stay, and to build a sense of
generally, toward the Air Force. Student do not have the ability or the time to devote attention

to themselves, and the difficulties scatteagidhocalong their path can be excome only by

teamwork and collaboration with fellow students. More generally, the focus is not on the
individual but on the course: if a cadet makes a mistake, for example, is the whole course to

be punished. The oath is collective and is carried oud wery moving ceremony, by the

course organized as a squad, and not by the cadets individually. In addition, up to the
Christmas period, students of the first year may not speak or intenaittout a request from

their superioii with cadets of previousourses. During the first year, students of all roles take
university courses in the Academy, dedicate a good part of their time to the acquisition of
Aformal 6 military knowledge as the march,
activities accordig to a precise and daily scheduling.

The second year is very similar to the first but with less time pressure and the possibility of
cultivating the specificity of oneds own ind
are considered "senior" iose who begin the path of the first year, but some of them play an
important role in the management of the candidates in the competition for the next year
course.

The third year cadets are no | onger hangef err ed
in the nomenclature emphasizes, in fact, some major changes: a better balance between the
collective and the individual, and an increase in individual and personal responsibility.

In the third year, for example, some cadets are selected to becosectlte!l | ed A Chose
They will have to deal with the frsgte ar st udents and dcontrol 6 t
of course, following the guidelines of the senior officers, have the task of motivating, punish,
control and organize the new recruits. An ortant task for both the Academy itself
(collective), and for each individual Chosen that, apart from the honor and the responsibility

of having to look after the growth of new students, must be able to do this new activity
together with the myriad of otheommitments he must face. We will return on this point in

more detail later.

The cadets belonging to Generic Corps, however, from the third year, start to go to the
university every day to take courses with civilian students. We have seen that thectidgrod

of Generic Corps in the courses of the Academy has been a recent innovation, aimed at
providing specific military training also to engineers, commissioners and medics.

During the first three years, the Academy is very similar, although with dewgeasensity,

to the "total institution" model defined by Goffman (1968) in which the management of time

and daily spaces is almost entirely institutionalized, that is, hdiexoted and established by

the organization, with obligation for room and boardhe structure.

In the fourth year, the cadets take the individual oath and become officers with the rank of
Second Lieutenant. This is where the tension collective/individual resolves and the cadets are
even allowed to find accommodation outside of fkeademy. The relationship with the
Academy takes the form of a normal eigioiur daily work, so the cadet takes service in the
morning, at 07:45 a.m., and then go home around 4:00 p.m.

Go to live outside the Academy is a recent innovation, dictated morectnomic and

logistical reasons rather than actual training purposes. In an era of austerity and spending
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review, in fact, the housing autonomy of most of the cadets of the fourth and the fifth year is a
significant savings for the Air Force.

During thefourth and fifth year, the training activities are devoted to the specialization of the
different roles, which prepares cadets to tasks that take place in the future application
departments. The fate of each cadé#htat is, the assignment of tasks and geegraphical

place of destination consistent with the specifics of the training undertaken, will depend on
the Air Force contingent needs and its position in the ranking based on the evaluation of the
results of the three lines of training areas desdrétbove: university, military, sports.

3.3 Formal relationships

In a context characterized by a rigid and vedfined hierarchy, it is important to provide a
precise definition of the term Afor mal rel
activities that, while embedded into the hierarchical organization, especially in relation to the
top-down direction, represent the power relation as well as organizational, logistics and
management purposes.

In other words, the substantial difference to be highght ed using the <con
relationshipso is the processual and dynami
cadets themselves and between them and their superiors, where the concept of hierarchy,
instead, simply points to a set of relasaronsidered in a more static way.

Nevertheless, the most important aspect, and the reason why we will dedicate a specific space
to this issue, is the educational and training aspect that formal relationships assume within the
growth paths of the Cadetshi§ is one of the main aspect of the training project called
Astudent in the spotlighto, with which the
exercise the organizational activities and control.

We have already examined, for example, the figiirthe "Chosen", and it is from here that

we begin this discussion. In the third year the Academy, as we have seen, select some cadets,
in their early twenties, to play a key role in management, motivation, organization and
evaluation of new subscribens the first year. This is an important way to empower cadets

and increase their awareness of the vital role that they play as Officers in the Air Force, as
well as the possible consequences of their actions. The Chosen take decisions that will affect
the aademic life of the new generation. The Chosen, in fact, play an important role in
ensuring the continuity of practices and traditions, because everyone, in some way, refers to
the Chosen they have known in their first year and, above all, because evsnyetieaware

of the important training task that they are asked to perform.

The Chosen carry out their difficult role under the guidance and close supervision of senior
officers, who exercise a role of guarantor in respect ofyear students, but thalso are

called to evaluate the performance of the cadet of the third year. As paradoxical as it may
seem, in the formal power relationship that develops between the Chosen and students of the
first year, the most important practical training is undemaky the third year Chosen. They

and their control and management capabilities are the real object of evaluation.

Nevertheless, that is not all. The Chosen operate as a tibenteam of the Choserthat in

addition to direct the course of the first yelaas to manage itself, giving a common line and
defining the modalities of intervention and priorities. Each team has an internal organization,
with a chief, a deputy, and a pool of dedicated cadets, each one assigned with a very specific
goal.

Everyoneis responsible for his task and every one acquires leadership funttiemsn
compared to the management of its Chosen Ghiefachieving the objectives related to his
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task, in a complicated, however wbllanced mix of dedication and exaltation of s&ig
group and individual work, command and ful fi
This model of formal relationships involves only a very small number of cadets, usually ten.
To ensure that all cadets can benefit of the project "Student in thegbpotlthe
organizational structure of the team of the Chosen has been exported to many learning and
training activities of the Academy, organizing several teams to achieve specific objectives. In
this way, each cadet participates in different teams, sorestin the role of leader and
sometimes in the role of follower. Teams can be organized todatnse or intecourse

level and may involve the management of particular aspects of cadet life, such as common
finances, the organization of events, the mansnt of the refectory, sports equipment,
teaching, complementary activities, or simply the organization of a guided tour.

The project "Student in the spotlight” was recently introduced, developing a custom strategy
to meet the needs of the Italian Air Eerinspired by a training model borrowed from the
Anglo-Saxon school, considered more efficient in the performance of the chain of command
functions.

This is an example of institutional isomorphism, i.e. the tendency to homogenization of
organizational pretices of institutions that act within the same organizational field. In fact,

the interforces relationships, including military institutions of different countries, are
frequent in the conduct of defense and intelligence functions. This creates a yetalenc
imitate the strengths of other actors or the need to conform, due to regulative or functional
reasons, to the practices and processes carried out by other actors who operate in the same
organizational field.

The important thing is the overall balanekindividual and collective factors, charges and
honors, responsibility and control represent
played on a different scale, and in the specialization of different skills, in a subtle game of
power and deisions, elation and frustration, control and obedience, which allows future
Officers of the Italian Air Force to develop and hone leadership skills.

4. Conclusions

In this paper, we analyzed the Officer's building processes of Italian Air Force Academy
Pozzuoli. The reconstruction has surely been partial and incomplete, but adopted a synchronic
perspective, telling something of the functioning of this institution, as well as a diachronic
one, highlighting the changes that have affected the Acadamyisg function.

In fact, we were able to experience the enormous effort made by this institution to adapt to the
major changes that have affected the needs and problems emerging from the new global
configuration created, but still in the process of clearagter the end of the Cold War. Effort

that had to take account of the period of austerity that reduced the available resources.

The political and relational consequences of a participatory management, at the international
level, of the new peacekeepirartivities and asymmetric warfare has determined new
challenges and a+thinking of the traditional defense policies.

The new type of professionalism built in the Academy and the transformation of its
educational paths were the answer to the increaseaaseary technical, technological and
relational skills that characterize a modern military force made up increasingly by
professionals.

5. References



58
Lucia Fortini

Agodi, M.C. (2000).Significati e strutture di eventi. Dal dibattito teorico agli strumenti di
ricerca, Napoli: Edizioni Napolitane de il Sebeto.

Farina, F. (2014)Le f orze ar mat e i taliane alla ©pro
organizzativi e gestione della sicurezzaBianchi, P.,Labanca, N. (ed.),'Italia e il
militare Guerre, nazione, rappresentaai dal Rinascimento alla RepubblicRoma:
Edizioni di Storia e Letteratura, 3¢BP1.

Goffman, E. (1968)Asylums. Essay on the social situation of mental patients and other
inmates Aldine Transaction.

Haltiner, K.W., Tresch, T.S. (2007lew Trends irCivil-Military Relations: The Decline of
Conscription in Europepaper presented at the Inténiversity Seminar on Armed
Forces and Society 2007 Biennial imational Conference.

Heinecken, L. (2014 he mi |l i tary, war and secwmlogyandthe At he
need for reflectioninaugural lecture, SU Language Centre.

Janowitz, M. (1971)The Professional Soldier: A Social and Political Portraew York:

Free Press.

Mani scal co, iMtelllgence el Terkdb mnillennic. &Riflessioni anargine della
¢cRel azione sulla politica debDdmbcrand & r ma z i
Sicurezza anno V, n. 1, 2015/1-92.

Mannitz, S. (2013).The A Democr ati c Sol di er o: Comparin

Europe The Geneva Centre for the Demattec Control of Armed Forces.

Mannitz, S. (2012). Conceptualizations of the democratic soldier in tviiesttycentury
Europe, competing norms and practical tensions, in Mannitz, S. Eel)pcratic
Civil-Military Relations. Soldiering in 21Century EuropelLondon and New York:
Routledge.

Mayer, J., Rowan B. (2000). Le organizzazioni istituzionalizzate. La struttura formale come
mito e cerimonia, in Powell, W., Di Maggio, P. (edl). Neoistituzionalismo
nell é6anal i sMilanm:rCgreumii 2z at i v a

Moskos, C.C. (2000). Towards a Postmodern Military: The United States as Paradigm, in
Moskos, C.C., Williams, J.A., Segal, D.R. (edije Postmodern MilitaryOxford:
Oxford University Press.

Powell, W., Di Maggio, P., (ed.). (2000).Neoistituz onal i smo nel |l 6anal i s
Mil ano: Comunit?"

Powell, W., Di Maggio, P. (1983)The iron cage revisited: Istitutional isomorphism and
collective rationality American Sociological Review8, april, 147160.

Ruffa, C., Dandeker, C., Venesson,(B013).Soldiers drawn into politics? The influence of
tactics in civitmilitary relations.Small Wars & Insurgencie$24), 2, 322334.

Soeters, J., Shields, P.M., Rietjens S. (20Rbutledge handbook of research methods in
military studies London andNew York: Routledge.

Talia, 1., Amato, V. (2015)Scenari e mutamenti geopolitici. Competizione ed egemonia nei
grandispazi Bol ogna: P"tron Editore.

Zimmerman, D. (2005). Between Minimum Force and Maximum Violence: Combating
Political Violence Movements with ThirBorce OptionsPfP Consortium Quarterly
Journal Spring (4), 1, 4360.



Cultural Practices and Human Rights

Dominika Liszkowska

1. Introduction

Despite the fact that violence against women can be found anywhere in different communities
around the world, certain examples of violence such as female gewitdétion or honor
killings can be defined as fdfidentified cult
2003).

There is no doubt that transnational steps have been taken. The aim of these steps is to
eliminate such practices. However, the confligtween activists attacking gendersed
violence in defense of human rights and local communities recognizing the legitimacy of
these practices seems to be inevitable. For the environment of feminists, these practices
represent genddrased violence ancgs/e as a mechanism for the maintenance of power by
men over women (Werner, 2009: Maynard, 1993). The fear of potential violence, resulting
from cultural conditions and the regular occurrence of violence against women, has an
undeniable impact on the conlteand reduction of feminine behavior.

Leach wrote:

filt is a crime to kil a nheighbour, an ac
is an enemy and who is a neighb@@dShesapurely
Leach 1968: Nader 2003)

In accordance with the principle of cultural relativism of Boas, every culture should be

examined Afrom withino, researchers shoul d
historical, and psychological conditions of this culture and not estimate it thfodigb r e i g n
criteriao. It i's extremely difficult consi d

these practices has a cultural character and refers to patterns of behavior accepted in some
communities (Szacki, 2007).

In this study three culturalractices that have been ingrained in the minds of many
communities in the world were discussed, however, the effects they bring are a threat to life
and health of (mainly) women and flagrant violation elaborated by the international
community of human rigls. The main hypothesis is the assumption that all of these cultural
practices are in flagrant violation of human rights developed by the international community.
The analysis made in this article is based on the source material and the work of researchers
who for many years have been engaged in research on the essence of these practices, as well
as numerous documents and reports (such as UNICEF and WHO).

2. Data Collection and Analysis

2.1. Female Genital Mutilation and HumanRights

The practice of female genital mutilation is a form of abuse to which women and girls in some
countries in Asia, the Middle East, and Africa are exposed (World Health Organization,
2008). Definitions of female genital mutilation, female genital cutting dechale

circumcision refer to all treatments that are related to the partial or complete removal of
external female genital and other damage of female reproductive organs resulting from non
medical reasons (UNICEF, 2013). According to typology of femaleitale mutilation

prepared by the World Health Organization (WHO) (developed in 1995 and updated in 2007),
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there are four types of FGCclitoridectomy, excision, infibulation, and other forms (e.g.
prickling or scraping) (World Health Organization, 201&l). over the world, approximately
100-140 million women and girls undergo such treatments and from 2 to 3 million more are
exposed to it every year (World Health Organization, 2008).

Treatments of female genital mutilation which substantially mean danfagaroal
reproductive organs, interfere with the proper functioning of the body of women and girls on
whom they are being performed and bring many physical and mental consequences.
Immediate consequences can include severe pain, psychological trauntannfdeeding,
and in some cases even death. To carry out FGM various tools, such as sharp knife or razor
are used. According to estimates, only 18% of all operations are performed using surgical
tools and anesthetics (World Health Organization, 2012).

The problem of female genital mutilation in the context of human rights was raised
during many different international conferences, e.g. World Conference on Human Rights in
Vienna in 1993, International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD)anrCair
1994, Whether the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing in 1995 (Center for
Reproductive Rights, 2006). At the end of 2012, the United Nations General Assembly under
the leadership of a group of African countries (which is one of the inforrapgrin the
Assembly, responsible for consultation and improvement of works on the problem) adopted
Resol uti on 6lftdndifyinggloleaheffortsfor #ed elinfination of female genlta
mutil ationo. Anot her i mp or t @ement by tthe group afs  t
African countries to UN Human Rights Council which included the list of challenges that
must be faced by the the international community, to eliminate the practice of FGM
(European Commission, 2013).

Many acts of international lawoademn the practice of genital mutilation. African
countries committed themselves to take all appropriate measures to eliminate harmful (social
and cultural) practices listed in the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child
(1990) or art. 5 ofhe Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples (2BQ8ality
Now, 2011) These documents oblige a state to take all necessary changes in national
legislation to eliminate the practice of FGM. In the case of Europe, regulations concerning
huma rights have an important place in Council of Europe conventions. An important
document is the Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and
domestic violence (CAHVIO, entered into force in 2014). This is the first instrument on the
continent which contains a comprehensive framework to prevent violence and protect victims.
It also relates directly to the issue of genital mutilation in articleéSB8egeves, 2015)

Female genital mutilation is considered a violation of children's rigictaded in the
Charter of the United Nations, as well as the most serious form of violence against women
and girls. It is widely performed on girls aged four to twelve. Scientists dealing with the issue
of FGM note that the age of the victims who undergmeries is getting lower every year
(Equality Now, 2011) There are communities in which treatments are performed on girls
shortly after birth, others perform them after the wedding or during pregn@eryef for
Reproductive Rights, 2006)

Through thepractice of female genital mutilation fundamental rights and freedoms of
women and girls are violated or restricted: the right to physical and mental integrity, the right
to the highest attainable standard of health, children's rights, freedom from oiatom
based on sex (including violence against women), freedom from torture, cruel, inhuman and
degrading treatment, and even the right to HNID FGM1 European Campaigi2010).

The reasons why members of many communities in the world decide to perform
genital mutilation of their daughters or granddaughters are complex but interrelated (Murray,
2013). They are affected by valuesd beliefs considered by various communities and
because of that there is no way to replace them immediately. In many communities, female

h e
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circumcision is considered a rite of passage from childhood to adulthood; therefore,
consequently a girl becomes a woman. It is an act of socialization of cultuuekvahd
belonging to the family or the community and relationships with previous generations. This is
the case of Pokoto tribe that lives in the territory of Kenya (Modola, 2013). Despite the fact
that in that country the ritual of female genital muidathas been prohibited for several
years, it still persists in many tribes. For Pokoto, circumcision is considered a necessary
condition that must be fulfilled by any girl who prepares for marriage. It is a rite of passage to
the stage of maturity whicls an important event for the whole community.

The main justifications for conducting these practices are customs/traditions, female
sexuality, religion/beliefs, or social pressure (Murray, 2013). There are many other reasons
why treatments for women are rf@med. These include, among others, faith in the
enlargement of the clitoris with age which makes it necessary to remove it, the recognition of
marriages per transaction (in which the family of a man pays the woman's family tribute,
when the woman is natircumcised, the family of a man does not need to pay dues), the
belief that the external genitalia are impure and can cause death of the newborn during
childbirth (U.S. Depart ment of Heal th and
2009), fear of thainknown (in communities where the cult of ancestors exists, women are
instilled a fear of the unknowna curse or the possibility of indignation of the ancestors),
recognition of uncircumcised women as dirty and retraction them from household aativities
functions, religious activities, public recognition and awaEtsu@lity Now, 2011)

2.2. Honor Killings and Human Rights

According to the article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, everyone has the
right to life, liberty and security ofgeson. A similar article can be found in the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Art. 6 pt. 1). According to this art. each person has
Athe 1 nherent right to I|ifeo. It shoul d be
deprivedof life. Also, in an act of the Council of Europe or the European Convention on
Human Rights right to life is recognized; in article 2 Everyone's right to life shall be protected
by law:

iNo one shall be deprived @dutiomofa | i fe i
sentence of a court following his conviction of a crime for which this penalty is
provi dedEuopeah @weentibon on Human Rights, 198%vised by
Protocol 13).

According to Murrey:

AThe rights to fAlifesono bemdytoahdescacmr

islavery or servituded and Acruel , i nhuman,
articles 3, 4, and 5 of the Universal Declaration were to be guaranteed to every person.
Who could take issue with that? The problem is the contegse words referred to

ci vil and political prisoner s, not to peopl e
or Anicruel |, i nhuman, or degrading treat ment o

(Murrey, 2013).

Honor killings have long been a cultuphctice through which family members make
a decision to deprive of life one of their relatives. A woman exposed her family honor through
actions (which in the opinion of the family is an offengélihan Rights Watch, 20017 his
act can be, for examplehd refusal of marrying a candidate for a husband chosen by the

(
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family, being accused of extramarital or premarital sex, rape (made on a woman). Murders of
this type are planned in great detail. It happens that women are stoned to death, have their
throatsslit or they are tortured for a long time before their death (both physically and
mentally).
This cultural practice appears among the members of a community who believe in a
strong patriarchal structure, in which the norms of male superiority and fenfai®niy,
control and obedience have been rooted. This type of murder vary considerably from the
others because it is regulated by the logic of a particular culture (for which the understanding
of the concept of f@shameociaiasdcommanor 6 found
According to Wells:

ithat members of the society do not readi
"rules of the game," in other words, a social norm, defined as: [A] "social regularity,"
a behavior that is in fact widely adopted inisbc What distinguishes these social
regularities as social norms is that they are not only what people do, but what society
holds that people should do. The particular actions constituting a social nhorm have
larger cultural or social meanings, which lesler members of society to approve or
disapprove of them. The meanings attached to a social norm cause members of society
to feel obliged to conform to social norms, either because the meaning has become
internalized or because to do otherwise would sakction from other members of
s 0 c i (Eahan,2010)

Every year (according to estimates) among communities of Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs
and Yezidi United NationsGeneral Assembly, 2014n different parts of the world, from
5000 up to 20 000 homicides thiis kind happen (Deol, 2014). They are also becoming more
noticeable in countries that are not identified with the communities in which this practice is
widespread. According to the High Commissioner for Human Rights, cases of honor killings
have alreadwppeared in Italy, Denmark, the Netherlands, Sweden or the UK.

One of the countries in which there is a noticeable trend towards the emergence of
honor killings among immigrant communities from the circle identified with this practice is
Germany. Estimate which are published by the Max Planck Institute for Foreign and
International Criminal Law says that every year approximately 12 honor Killings are
committed in this country (Oberwittler and Kasselt, 2011). In the period between 1995 and

2005, atotalof 8 cases of honor killings was report
combat the problem of forced marriages, notes that there is a trend in German courts to treat
the perpetrators of honor Kkillingssialsy O sgred |

due to this they are subjected to standards different to those of members of the communities in
which the practice of honor killings is not accepted (Klaud, 2014).

An important problem that affects honor killings (as well as other practices hweh
a cultural background) is that it can be used as an excuse for the real reasons for their conduct.
This iIs the case of the so called fifake hon
which the number of honor killings is one of the higthen the world (it is difficult to
determine, but it can be a number up 1000 per year) (CQ Global Researcher, 2011), and one
of the reasons that lead to them are financial motives. They occur, for example, in cases in
which a woman refuses to renounce jpart of the property. The murder of her is expected to
enable its recovery. Some families in debt also decide to deprive their relative of life. Then,
the apparent reason i s fithe presumption of
the man accusedf being her lover is supposed to transfer money to her family, which is
i ntended to be a compensation for the HAndappa
2006).
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2.3. Bride Kidnapping and Human Rights

Forced and early marriages deprive womethefr fundamental rights. Marriage without the
consent of one or both partners include both physical and emotional coercion and it is
undoubtedly a violation of human rights. The regulations concerning marriage are included in
a number of legal acts at @mhational level. Forced marriages are also condemned by the
major religions of the world (Thomas, 2009). However, regardless of the law and the
opposition of many circles, they are still continued similarly to other cultural practices.

The following storyshows how difficult the situation of kidnapped women can be:

filn August 2007 in one of the villages of Baargon district of Jalalabat oblast, a

17 year old girl, bride kidnapping victim committed suicide. When she was kidnapped

and taken htoanet shebgywds out of the kidnapper és
not a virgin. Afterwards everyone in the village spread the rumors about her not being

a virgin. At her home she did not have peace. Her grandmother (her mom had passed

away) cursed and yelleat her day and night saying bad things. Her relatives said that

she shamed her whole family and now nobody else would marry her and she needed to

go back to the kidnapper. After having these hardships and pressure by her own family

the kidnapping victim wet to the barn of their neighbor and hung herself with the

note in her pocket: At el l my dad | am stild]l
pl ace nowo . Villagers bl amed her saying t h
psychologically ill, otherwise h woul dnodt C o riKKfeinbach eand s ui ci deo
Babaiarova, 2013

According to the classification of the historical forms of the practice of bride
kidnapping, which was suggested by Barbara Ayres, throughout history there can be
distinguished four forms ofbauction. They may coexist together in many communities in a
specified place and time. The first of these forms is the 'wife raiding'. It involves a courageous
assault in which men from one community/tribe steal a woman from another community/tribe.
The seond example is 'genuine bride theft'. It is a practice aimed at stealing a woman from
within the own community of a man. The groom's family offers an apology or compensation
to the family of a woman, and af In¢he caselofe a b d
another form which is 'mock bride theft’, a woman pretends to look helpless and obedient.
However, in reality, she made a decision about the escape voluntarily. Finally, the last form of
‘ceremonial capture' is a ritual which takes placénlie full knowledge and consent of a
kidnapped woman and her family (Werner, 2009).

Over the years the practice of bride kidnapping has appeared actually on all continents.
In Europe it is cultivated in the Roma communitegiec, 2015) In Central Asia,it is
popular in Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan and the Caucasus. Also some countries in Africa are not
free from this type of practicea form of kidnapping defined as Thwala exists in the south of
the Republic of South Africa (Dixion, 2012).

Sizani Ngubane fronthe NGO Rural Women's Movement in South Africa, says that
bride kidnapping is a practice that is a perversion of the culture of this country. A similar
opinion prevails among scientists who are trying to find the source of the kidnapping of brides
ala katuu in Kyrgyzstan and explain its fornkKiginbach and Ablezova and Aitieva, 2005).
Although the research of sociologists and anthropologists in theSpoestt Central Asia
points to a revival of various traditional norms and practices relating ieghe of marriage
suppressed in Soviet times, in the case of the practice of bride kidnapping such a thesis
cannot be proved. However, among Kyrgyz people there is no consensus as to whether Ala
kachuu can be classified as a traditional Kyrgyz practices{ér and Kleinbach, 1999).
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Cases of Kyrgyz Ala kachuu, in which a group of men kidnaps a woman in the street
using force and coercion, increased along with the-Ppostet economic crisis and the
deteriorating quality of life. The practice originally wparticularly common in rural areas,
where local practices and traditional lifestyles are more resistant to cultural modernization.
However, internal migration on a large scale directed mainly to cities, contributed
significantly to the synthesis of urbaaral cultural norms and the spread of a variety of
practices, including Ala kachuu.

The research of a team composed of Russell Kleinbach, Mehrigiul Ablezova and
Medina Aitieva showed that 84% of abducted women get married to the man who kidnapped
them. Itwas shown that nearly half of ethnic Kyrgyz women have been abducted before
marriage, and about twihirds of kidnappings were kidnappings without the consent and
against the will of a woman. As many as88% of Kyrgyz women (ethnic) were forced into
mariage with the kidnapper, who was not chosen as a candidate for her husband. Ala kachuu
is therefore a violation of both the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 1(198
(Kleinbach and Ablezova and Aitieva, 2005)

Sociologists, leaders of nggovernmental organizations, as well as government
representatives and experts in the field of abduction and forced marriages agree that the
number of kidnappings in Kyrgyzstan ieases with every year. However, there are no
official statistics on the percentage of marriages that each year begin with the kidnapping.
Official figures say that there are about 15000 kidnapping cases a year in Kyrgyzstan
(Wlodek, 2014). Unofficial stagtics present up to 30,000 kidnappings. According to
estimates, the rate of kidnappings and marriages resulting from them in Kyrgyzstan is about
30% to 80% (in some areas) (Wlodek, 2014).

In the conclusions of the cumulative study conducted in 2008, 2019, 2012 on
165 women examined by a research team of Russell Kleinbach, we can read that 12% of girls
kidnapped in Kyrgyzstan are aged 17 years or less, the average age of abducted women is
19,9 years, and the average age of kidnappers is 24,5 ézsrdbach and Babaiarova, 2013)

In a broader context, the problem of bride kidnapping is also connected with the issue
of forced and early marriages, which mostly affects young women and girls (although there
are cases of men who are forced to marry). Akencase of honor killings and the practice of
female genital mutilation, as well as, the problem of bride kidnapping and forced marriage, it
is difficult to look for reliable statistical data. These problems have often informal and
undocumented nature. &t her probl em i s the fear of oppo
of family and communities.

3. The Connotations

In view of the problem, the division of cultures made by Mead may be considered important
(Mead, 1970). She singled out three types dtuces which are also the three stages of their
development. The first stage is pdigurative culture. These cultures are focusing on the
older generation, as well as on the knowledge and experience which derive from it. Constant
returning to the past isignificant in this case, asbuilds a traditional society with a slow

rhythm of changes. The next stage is ¢bdigurativec ul t ur e, or Adiscover
stage, the emphasis is put on the reliance o
has no equivalentodo in the experience of par

closest environment. It isased on the models of peers and young people themselves invent
new styles of behavior, based on personal experience, and recommend them as a model for
other peers. The efigurative system of culture is associated with rapid transformations in
technology and social structures, which are accompanied by the intensity of migration
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processes and the formation of distance between generations. Behaviors in this stage, are not
supported by ideas about the past or the future. They are imposed and controlttthina

group. This is the behavior of necessity which is loosely grounded in isolation from post
figurative childhood experiences. The third type is the-figngrative culture, which is
imposed by the younger generation. Today, children live in a woddtakhich the elders

have no idea, and only few of them could assume that this phenomenon occurs. The
development of this type of culture depends on whether it is possible to establish a dialogue
with the young generation and whether it can act in a watywihil lead the elderly towards an
unknown future. In this case, the young teach the elderly about the direction in which they
should go in the future (also to solve the existential problems) (Mead, 1970).

It seems that the societies which are still pcang the discussed practice can be
recognized as pos$iguratuve cultures. They focus on the former generations and habits
transferred by them. The next generation duplicate the behavior of their ancestors and are
closed on environmental influences andtumes in which there is no acceptance of certain
standards adopted by the pégurative culture. The extent and the pace of development of
these communities which cultivate the practices discussed above, as well as the way in which
the international comunity can help in the activities of awareness and conviction about the
dangers of these practices will affect their disappearance

4. Conclusion

In this analysis, the author confronted three cultural practices: female genital mutilation,
honor killings &ad the practice of bride kidnapping. These are three different practices,
however, both of them have a connection with human rights violations. On one hand, there
are societies that for many years have been acting in accordance with standards accepted by
themselves, even those which have been rooted for many centuries. On the other hand, there
are the regulations in the field human rights that the international community has developed in
a number of documents such as the Universal Declaration of Humars RightUniversal
Declaration), the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (the Civil and Political
Rights Covenant), and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(the Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Covenartte importance of the rights of women

and gqirls is also underlined in the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the Convention on the Rights of the Child
(Children's Rights Convention). These documents, whaaste an international character, with

the time have been supplemented with regional instruments, among which the European
Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms or the African
Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights can beiomed.

These practices are closely related to the issue of women's rights and for the circle of
feminists are a topic for discussion and fight for these rights. Anthropologists who deal with
the nature of such practices need to be objective and attempti¢éostand the communities
that cultivate them. On the other hand, there are communities that are defending themselves
against accusations directed at them with arguments referring to the right to cultivate their
culture and traditions which have beentieated for many years. The problem is very
complex, however, taking into account the aspirations of the international community as a
whole to protect the rights of each human, legitimacy of such practices seems to be
unjustified.
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Critique of t he Kmweaedjeandzanmmancaichdaeweena/ita e
Habermas

Andrea Lombardinilo

1. Introduction

This proposal focuses on the university reformism debate according to antiphrastic dialectics
(peculiar to our modernity) between university and-antversity, in order to investigate in

more detail the heuristic approach as well as the different, apveapproach fostered by

Vico and Habermas.

To the fore is the devel opment of the ref/l
(advantages and disadvantages) of university. Both Vico and Habermas propose distant but
synergic interpretations in the light different social and cognitive patterns as well as the
consideration of Habermasds attention to Vi
Some of the matters pointed out by Vico in the inaugural sp@ecthe study method of our
timesgiven in Naples in 1708 (didactic fragmentation, excess ofrsfence, the separation

between humanism and scientism, the limits of the freedom of research, to name a few)
characterize social reflection on university. This happens in the hard yetis sfudent

protest, as emphasized by Habermas in his essay,Uitieérsity in the democradqyL967).

Furthermore, it is worth noticing that reflection on the destiny of universities is entrusted to

the form of oral speech as in the case of Vico anbdeHaas and other important thinkers
(Derrida, Morin, McLuhan, Bourdieu). These are the ones who have dedicated some
significant programmatic reflections to university reformism, therefore, critical discourse on

the university and public analysis on the ooumicative act can be joined together, far
beyond the selfeferencing limits of our universities.

2. Methods. Reformism and functional renovation: the drawbacks of university

At the beginning of his essay titlgdn the Future of our Educational Institoms (1872),

Friedrich Nietzsche suggests some possible innovations both for schools and universities, in
the particular historical phase featuring the consolidation of the great European nationalisms.

In the foreground are the rules that the educatisystems should abide by, together with the
didactic and scientific organizations of the higher education institutions. His approach is both
critical and proactive, inspired by the awareness of the deep changes connected to the advance
of mo der fjustpogsible that between now and then®limnasia-yea, and perhaps

all universities, may be destroyed, or have become so utterly transformed that their very
regulations may, in the eyes of future generations, seem to be but the relics of the cave
dweler s6 aged (Nietzsche, 2009, Preface).
Basically, Nietzsche can be considered one of the most critical voices of the academic society
of his time. In fact, the constant growthof the cognitive complexity has produced an
interesting debate about the drawbaa{sour universities, about their social role and
scientific purposes. The cultural endeavor of the medieval universities, analyzed by McLuhan
according to a communicative approach, has deeply changed across the centuries, because of
a progressive sepaia between cognitive goals and functional priorities (McLuhan, 2011,

pp. 105111).

This is one of the reasons that leads Nietzsche to conjecture on a deep renewal of the whole
educational system, so as to start with a brand new course, inspired byntieegeace
between learning and professional priorities. Basically, he delivers a sheacadmic
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speech, pivoted on understanding the real needs of future generations. Conservatism is one of
the most relevant risks which marks the academic act, sdydempedded in the attempt to
reproduce, as much as possible, the symbolic power which founds the practice of knowledge.
After all, the symbolic capital of the academic commitment was effectively noticed by Pierre
Bourdieu (1984) in the Eighties; he higjiited the rooted tendency not only to separate the
humanities from scientific disciplines, but also to exploit possible enhancement of strategies
for recruiting young researchers and professors.

Furthermore, Weber (1919) had already pointed out sericawbdcks regarding the self
referential nature of academic actors, far from assuming the practice ofscience as a solid

vocation: ANo university teacher | ikes to be
are seldom agreeable. And yet | may say ihahe numerous cases known to me there was,
without exception, the good wil/l to allow p
1946, p. 3).

The unfathomable nature of the academic mission mingles with its irreplaceable cognitive
function, so ganificant in the era of digitalized knowledge and connected relationships. At the
dawn of the ascent of the totalitarian systems of the twentieth century that would greatly
reduce the freedom of teaching and thought, Weber exalts the vocational instances o
academic commitment. And it is important to realize that his determination in denouncing the
functional degenerations of the University of his time is quite surprising.

Despite belonging to the teaching staff, he blameshis university for the inability to assess the
merit and value of the young scholars. His -aathidemic reflection sounds like a striking
summation of the drawbacks peculiar to academic society, desticbdrige how the socio

cul tur al role of wuniversities was conceived:
decision over academic fates is so largely a 'hazard' is not merely because of the insufficiency
of the selection by the collective formatio of wi | | 6 ( Weber , 1946, p .

Weber underlines that the tasks of scholars may not match the purposes of professors, as
Derrida specifically explains in his reflection on the university without condition of our times.

l ndeed, We b er 6 s tionaliemargency tlaf invdlveseuniverdities rmakes us
ponder on the development of educational systems when greatcstici@l, political,
economic and technological shifts appear.

Since reaction times of educational systems are usually slower thann@ngoanges,
sociologists and thinkers have often focused on the delays and culpability of academic society
in adapting to the evolution of the scientific and functional scenarios. This is what
Giambattista Vico remarks at the beginning of the eightearttury, when Cartesian thought

had already permeated the different aspects of civil and cultural life in Naples (Naddeo, 2011,
Lilla, 1993; Campailla, 1971).

The definition of a new study method approaches as the attempt to recover the centrality of
the humanities in educational processes and reduce the influence of rationalism and scientism
professed by the Enlightenment thinkers. As a consequence, the universities have heaped up a
number of drawbacks that must be resolved by means of an effective stfategy.

Some of the criticalities pointed out by Vico, as for example didactic fragmentation and the
selfreferential character of academic actors, are perhaps those that permeate the mass
universities of our times. Their appearance is strictly linkethé conquests of the European
studentsd movement . That was the moment i n
renovate their educational mission and face the lack of communication, information and
autonomy denounced by Habermas in his analysis oUtheersity in democracy (Caputo,

2003).

In the Sixties he deals with some of the most urgent reform actions that Universities had to
support to preserve their cultural and scientific prestige, in a time marked by unexpected
social and political changeshese are some of the problems generated by the diffusion of the
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electronic media and mainstream information strategies. As assumed by Bauman, these
functional shifts have deeply undermined the educational centrality ofnyumtrn

uni ver si t iyehaveto fiothpeiewe allsgedly equal terms with numerous other
agencieso (Bauman, 2001, p. 130) .

Comprehension of these criticalities allows us not only to understand the origins of the anti
academic reflection suggested by Vico and developed by Habebotaslso to outline the
evolution of the debate on the future of educational systems. To the fore are the economic and
cultural features of the social scenarios that have marked the transition of universities from
the old medieval fzexd t camimiunitiesoof durotimds HJenkird,i 2008t a |
Thompson, 1995).

3. Findings

3.1.Vico and academic drawbacks: notes on the Cartesian university

In compliance with his mediological theory, based on the idea of media as mere corporal
extensions, McLuhan has often remarked the need to innovate educational strategies
according to communicative evolutions. Neither schools nor universities can affeatt for

the innovations to come, otherwise they would run the risk of losing the cognitive role played

in the past. McLuhan develops this educational concept in one of his main works,
Understanding medjan which the peculiar relationship between traditand innovation is

not negl ected: AContinued in their present
curricula wil!/ insure a citizenry unable to
(McLuhan, 2003, p. 460).

The functional revolutio bolstered by the technological advance impliesthe acquisition of a
different sociecultural awareness of the changes that should be faced and eventually
acknowl edged. From this point of view, the 7
form thecurriculum might appear as one of the main drawbacks of educational systems, so
risky in a time marked by the convergence of knowledge.

After all, McLuhan has always acknowledged the importance of Vico in the history of modern
thought. His theory of histwal courses and recourses may provide the scholar of
communicative processes with further interpretative patterns, potentially meaningful in
probing the origins and development of cognitive tendencies. In fact, the fragmentation of
educational theorieseems to link the mass University (marked by the proliferation of
disciplines and hypespecialization) to the Cartesian University so much criticized by Vico
(Lombardinilo, 2014, pp. 398).

Needless to say, he attempts to construct a new study medpadble of contrasting the
dominion of rationality and restoring the positive benefits of fancy and imagin&iessé
Kurotschka, 2005)In paragraph 14 of the inaugural spe€ehthe study method of our times
(delivered in Naples in 1708) Vico takestbheppor tuni ty to focus on
Ai ncommodao of the wuniversities of his ti me,
the cognitive and functional drifts of the Cartesian university.

In the light of the complexity spread by the advarcé progress, Vi coO0 s
assumption is that universities are indispensable in modern times. Nevertheless, the lack of
universities in ancient Greek and Rome must be interpreted as the consequence of a different
way of training human skills, based tre military activities in Greece and the study of the

law in Rome.
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The shift from the ancient academies to the modern universities implied the construction of a
disciplinary pattern to take into account the great changes fostered by the scientifitaevol

of the seventeenth century. This fact implies the definition of a new study method to endow

the young with the cognitive tools best suited to probe the ongoing social complexity.
According to the philosophical program of lNew ScienceVico deals vth the definition of

a new system of critici s mDe dighiwte etiamgmeniisr e d k

scientiarum( 1 6 2 3) : nlt 1 s a positive fact that, ju
falsity, so common sense arises from perceptiansle d on veri si mi |l itudebo
The poetics of verisimilitude is one of the

the need to downsize the rationalist impact of Cartesian civilization. The attraction of
knowledge springs not onfrom the practice of calculation and the cult of progress, but also

from the dialectics between error and truth, whose interaction allowed the ancients to probe

the unfathomable incoming essence of existence. In the meantime, youths shoulddevelop their
faculties fAas early as possibleo, according t
difference between truth, error and verisimilitude (Caputo, 2003).

It is quite clear that any possible method of studies cannot afford to renounce the uraellect

and heuristic contribution of the humanistic disciplines, displaced by the Cartesian myth of

reason and progress. AWhat Vico dislikes, wh
of a thinker belonging to a different nation (and there would h&em some excuse for this
attitude, in view of Descartesd depreciator
considered as &either erroneous or trivial),
contempt, for thditterae humanioresand preemi nent |y f or | anguages?o
XXVI).

Any hypothetical consideration of Vicobds eff
the criticism that he i mplements starting f|

and his experin@al method. Some hypothetical questions may facilitate our comprehension.
Is it really necessary to wipe out the cultural heritage of by gone centuries just to exalt the
new religion of technique? Is it so fundamental to replace the humanities withethectoal
obsession of science, whose impact on social and civil life continues to inspire current
debates? Finally, can imagination be really undone by the finite power of reason, so
dependent on historical and social contingencies?

Well ahead of the aent of the risk society (Beck, 1992), Vico assumes that the new study
method should overcome the unfruitful separation between the human and scientific branches
of knowledge. The didactic fragmentation denounced by Vico could be interpreted as the
consegence of the radicalization of the Cartesian approach to daily life and cultural practice.
Instead, Vico suggests a different way to observe the inextricable contradictions of human
experience. He advocates a muc handnsortoespeake | at i \
midway between truth and falsity, since things which most of the time are true, are only very
seldom falseo (Vico, 1990, p. 13) .

Therefore, Vico points out that science and philosophy must interact, because the first may
result incompletewithout the latter. This is the reason why it is important to make the
di sciplines converge, instead of confining
syncretism appears an attempt to produce integrated cultures, well in advance of the end of
the great narrations (Lyotard, 1979).

Comparison of the different disciplines would facilitate a different symbolic interpretation of
social life, increasingly influenced by the cultural revolution bolstered by the printing press
(Ong, 2002). As a mattesf fact, the digital universities of our times descend from the
typographic academies proliferating in the eighteenth century, when the diffusion of Arcadia
accelerated the diffusion of aristocratic intellectual centers.



73
Critique o&catdemfisacdci et as

In this regard, it is quite intestingto remember the address delivered for the fourth annual
inauguration of the Academia degli Oziosi. Vico makes this speech in January 1737 in the
house of the Academyos i nfl uenti al patron
occasion, the philapher points out that science cannot be developed without the study of
eloquence and philology. In particular, he emphasizes the heritage of the ancient rhetoricians,
above all Cicero and Demosthenes (Vico, 1990, p. 87).

Vico can only denounce the drawbackf the Cartesian study method, founded on the
analytical probing of human experience. Of course, Vico refuses to conceive it according to
mat hemati cal patterns. The young are prompt
occasion of the inaugural sgEh made in 1732. The geometrical mind claimed by the
Cartesians is nothing but the expression of their overflowing trust in reason, the belief that
recent discoveries will go on being implemented.

The all eged fAproofso of nht geomeplrace miegt e d
of thoughto featured in medieval uni versiti.
rhetoric (Mooney, 1991). Teaching strategies ought to increase the creative skills of the
students, whose cognitive endeaverstrictly connected to the possibility of treasuring the
poetical and rhetorical lesson of the past.

The latter is so important as to enable teachers to highlight the importance of the humanities

in the comprehension of the educational and symbolic psesethat rule the communicative
phenomenology of modern times. In this perspective, Vico invites the academics to overcome
strict separation among the disciplines. This separation is accused of producing drawbacks so
relevant that only a reliable and eftive educational system would be able to overcome

t hem. Vicods attention to the ancient rhetor
which seem to characterize the cognitive scenarios of our times.

After all, the fragmentation of the distiipary sectors and the proliferation of didactic tools

are only two of the trademarks of the posfiorm universities, queried not only by the
persistence of structural criticalities (cutback of funds, lack of accountability, disconnection
from the job cotexts, proliferation of courses and decentralized seats, absence of
internationalization), but also by the hyggrecialization of expertise. The fragmentation of
didactic activities may be seen as t

he result of normative excesses bolstered by the nuofbezforms in recent years. The
programmatic purpose regards the rationalization of thewhole university system by means of

a constant increase in the didactic requirements of courses. Vico would suggest that every
reform should take into account the realgeitive instances of the young people, by
overcoming corporative issues and conservative debates that connect academic action to sheer
contingent issues.

The fact that Vico stresses the irreplaceable nature of universities does not keep him from
denounang the negative effects of the didactic fragmentation of his university, heavily
imbued with the Cartesian craving to exalt the beneficial influence of reason (Vico, 1990, p.

76).

The fAunitary spirito that shoughtthe pssemdenfe t he
the cognitive involvement of scholars. Vico takes the chance to emphasize itin reference to
the urgent need to pursue the endeavor of wisdom. First of all, the model of the ancient
philosophers is bound should be treasured and renaeesdlding to the syncretistic instances

of modernity (Lyotard, 1979).

In the foreground is the construction of an educational paradigm which might be suited to the
new cul tur al endeavors proposed by the Enl
curricdum lay in its pedagogical premise that the course of study ought to conform to the
intrinsic nature of the human mind rather than the extrinsic relationship among the extant

di sciplines of knowledgeo (Naddeo, 2011, p.
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The purpose of the philosopharto underline the central role played by the dialogue among

the sciences and disciplines. Needless to say, the apparemtantie r ni ty of Vi cobo
is deeply rooted in the heuristic dimension of myth and poetry. After all, the study of the
ancient ilosophers and historians may endow the scholar with the interpretative tools
needed to build the perspective of the heroic mind, suspended between prophecy and utopia:
AThe Heroic Mind in its Wi sdom dedicéthees it
human community in order to articulate and promibte sensus communighe sense of
shared, communal human experienceo (Ruffo Fi
This sensus communi® be achieved by means of the constant practice of knowledge,
explored in all its variety (Schaeffer, 1981). Universities must not only teach, but also educate
and develop the soci al and human skills of
educdion has the following purpose and it is right that you should keep it fully in view: you

have come together here, ailing as you are in mind and soul, for the treatment, the healing, the
perfecting of your better natureo (Vico, 198
Any reform proess must not underrate the functional and economic changes also bolstered by

the technology as Vico well realizes through the knowledge of academic mechanisms.
Nevertheless, the metaphor of the heroic mind concealsa veiled criticism towards the
increasingseparation between human and scientific disciplines.

Any hope of success is founded on the capacity to mingle innovation and tradition, by
avoiding any further incommunicability among academic actors and their respective expertise.
This is precisely what ELuhan and Habermas point out in the age of the media fall out, also
exploiting the lesson of Vico, involved as they were in the construction of a new study
method, suited to the greatest possible extent to the new electronic media.

3.2. Habermas and theextrafunctional expertise of universities

In 1953, long before the advent of the connected society, McLuhan pointed out the close
connection between higher education and communication (McLuhan, 2005, p. 9). The
attention paid to the evolution of the edumaal processes in the time of media expansion
lays the groundwork for the relevance of the interactional implications peculiar to the
electronic age in the construction of a study method that is both modern and reliable, based on
the relationship betwedheory and praxis (Habermas, 1961 and 1971).

As mentioned before, the dematerialized university theorized by McLuhan seems to descend
from the typographic university criticized by Vico, especially because of the invasion of low
quality books and improvise writers. Every new medium implies an unavoidable
reconfiguration of the human senses, according to the symbolic and semantic features of the
communicative practices set in place by the media (Silverstone, 1999). This is much more
true for educational ingutions, whose times of reaction to the social shifts are usually slower
than evolutionary phenomena.

This happens when the academic environment ceases to appear as a community, encumbered
by personal interests and contingent priorities. In other wdhds transition to the mass

uni versity, further accelerated by the effo
Sixties, can be interpreted as the attempt to build a new academic environment, much more
inclusive, transparent and accessible than imp#dst (Morcellini & Martino 2005; Bourdieu,

1984).

The goal of democratic knowledge and pluralistic education is no longer perceived as utopian
by new generations, submerged as they are in the complexity of the media and cultural
industry. Habermas, likicLuhan, is aware of the communicative dimension of the ongoing
changes which are projecting the universities towards new functional scenarios. For
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Haber mas, knowl edge of Vicodos thought turns
historic complexity ofour modernity (Tessitore, 1974), ineluctably founded on the recurrence

of social and political phenomena (Privitera, 1996).

From this point of view, the persistence of specific drawbacks allows us to interpret university
reformism as an incessant attertgotlisrupt a functional system yet still enveloped. Basically,

the rapid growth of technocracy, the advent of the public media sphere and the globalization

of economies (Calhoun, 1992) engender a new perception of the cultural role of universities:

A T h eblemiis compounded because of the demise of the modern state which has become a
cheerleader for the economy and in the process sees itself as running the economy rather than
running society.

The challenge for the university is to identify its rolein¢the nt ext of t hi s anal
2006, p. 6). Two days after the murder of the German student Benno Ohnesorg, killed by a
policeman during the visit of the Persian Shah in Berlin (Ji4el967), Habermas made his

famous Hanover speech which revolvacbund the relationship between University and
democracy. His approach is strongly eadademic, since he is aware of the serious
drawbacks of the university system in reference to the real didactic and scientific
effectiveness of the academic engagement.

A reliable university reform should be inspired by three fundamental principles: the creation

of t he Anecessary independenceo of uni ver:
establishment; the promotion of scientific activities by means of a communieatve i on A as
much intense and wide as possibleodo; the trai
about the research activities and the conse
105).

These three principles, so relevant in a programmatittext, are obviously extremely
ambitious. In fact, they result in potential contrast with the management features of the
university system, traditionally reluctant to be open about itself. As a result, Habermas can
only point out tdaa as afierdrahicallassociagon of pawgr inahp @yes

of the studentso (Haber mas, 1968, p . 104) .
political activism of the young, bound to foster a real and concrete renovation process also in
educational istitutions (Habermas, 1968, pp.-200).

The conflicts between academic actors and students spring from the criticized reform of the
courses, likely to hamper the political involvement of students, foster the corporative interests

of the academic lobbies, and reduce the professional and cudtopakl of the young
graduates. Forbidden use of the conference room, together with a series of corporative
decisions, marks the soemwlitical dimension of a conflict that is increasingly bitter and
pressing.

The attempt to bolster a gmliticization of the University collides with the desire for

i nclusion and participation of the students
economic and civil issues engendered by the cold war (Habermas, 1961). It is not by chance
that didactic reform appeats be a political topic, closely connected to functional issues
peculiar to the mass university to be i1instit
study time, the exclusion of students from the research activities angalitt@zation of

Uni versitieso (Haldx.r mas, 1968, pp. 101

The risk of a further closure of the Universities towards the participation of civil society can

be averted by means of a simple functional reform, pivoted on the innovation of teaching
strategies, the synergy the different branches of knowledge and more effective politics of
inclusion. First of all, the universities should be allowed to manage research funds
independently.

Then, the Aprinciple of the chairosckolasul d b
and professors ought to be implemented through better information about the conditions of
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science scientific conditions. ARThe Free Uni
of the developmentof the social democracy founded onteerub f | awo ( Haber ma.
107).

It is no chance that Habermasd reform progr e
fundament al goal s: endow the students with
At hose qual it ichesularalevanafqr the exarctse of anvadademic profession

and are not transmitted by themselves by me
(Habermas, 1968, pp. 141.1). This means that the educational systems should take care not

only of cogntive training, but also of the social and civil inclusion of the young. This goal
strictly depends on the achievement of t wo
I mpl ementing certain cul tur al traditions t
consciousness of its st-uld)entso (Habermas, 19
Of course, the reform of the statute and the introduction of joint committees formed by
students and professors are not sufficient to start the new reform founded on accountability,
communicabn and democracy. In the light of the need to make teaching strategies much
more modern and innovative, theory and practice of the academic processes are about to be
deeply questioned. The solution resides in the construction of an academic society chpabl
educating and forming the political conscience of young people, according to a much more

Il ntense cooperation among the disciplines:
account the hypothesis of a contrast between the University divided ity closed
disciplines and the so called formative University. This may be true until we decide to
arbitrarily break the process of rationali za
The social role played by extfanctional skills can be implemented only throulgétter
communication between the academic actors and civil society. Therefore it is fundamental

that the University system reacts promptly to the deep social changes fostered by the advent

of the media society, by means of a didactic reform that showddwetthe university with

needful credibility and authority.

The construction of the University in democracy implies offsetting the drawbacks engendered
bytheoldsehr ef er ent i al habit: AHaber mas prompts
of discursve reason or communicative procedures, and we are most rational when we
participate in communities characterized by free and unconstrained discourse, i.e. democratic

di scour se. He prompts us to see the upiversi
18-19).

The political relevance of the students depends only on the possibility to turn the utopia of a
democratic university into the reality of a communicative university. The latter is achievable
nowadays by means of the new assessment and rataiimadipolicies that seem to inspire

the path of academic systems towards a more modern educational dimension.

4. Conclusion. Critic of the academic society: sociological notes

At the dawn of the media society, both McLuhan and Habermas deal with tipaditgeof

the higher education systems to keep pace with the profound changes that technological
progress is about to produce in social and economic environments. From this point of view, it
Is quite clear that the symbolic power of universities emphadize@ourdieu inHomo
academicuss no longer sufficient to guarantee the cultural role assured by the magnificence
of secular tradition. The dialectics between humanities and sciences risk nowadays concealing
some of the main drawbacks that continue tduieain the educational action of academic
actors, often encumbered by the shackles of bureaucracy.
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It is no chance that the construction of the University without condition claimed by Derrida
through the acquisition of a different cultural approach isnded on transparency,

Il ndependence, communicati on. AThis Universit
we know only too well. Nevertheless, in principle and in conformity with its declared
vocation, its professed essence, it should remairtemate place of critical resistanéeand

more than criticai t o a l | the powers of dogmatic and u
pp. 2526).

After all, the discourse on the future that our universities cannot set aside is the reinforcement

of the secalled academic society across the decades. For this reason it must be pointed out
that the transition from modernity to pesbdernity has impliedhe transformation of the
universities into mere educational agencies, increasingly entangled in reform processes
destined to be conceived as the only path to renewal and efficiency.

Needless to say, the increase of normative hypertrophy has compeltearac communities

to develop a different professional habit, much more attentive to the new instances of
evaluation and rationalization that inspire the process of harmonization of the European
higher educational system (Campbell & Carayannis, 2012; Palo2008). However, the

reforms are not always capable of solving the disadvantages stemming from didactic
fragmentation and the lack of communicability among different branches of the disciplinary
sectors.

They risk being increasingly confined within theundaries of the bureaucratic practices. As

a consequence, some drawbacks persist that have marked the transition of universities to the
age of complexity. There is the tendency to foster disciplinary autonomy, bound to limit
anypossible dialogue amonggtdifferent branches of knowledge.

As Morin asserts, Aour system of ideas (the
and, in addition, they protect errors and illusions contained in themselves. Resistance to
unsuitable or indigestible inforrtian is inherent to the organizational logic of all systems of

i deaso (Morin, 1999, p . 19) . The intellectuec
denounced both by Habermas in reference to the attempt to democratize the university system
and by \ico, who refers to the construction of a new study method. His attempt to retrench

the influence of Cartesian scientific patterns shows the importance of an effective didactic
reform, in compliance with the necessity to endow the university with itsneddi cultural

role.

Likewise, Habermas realizes the urgent need to turn the university into a communicative and
intellectual community, open to the participation of its main stakeholders, above all the
students. Autonomy, inclusion, politicization: theses the benchmarks of the new mass
university engendered by the political and social breeding ground of the Sixties.

Both Vico and Habermas know that any possible chance of innovation depends on the
availability of the s efgafesential sritedadhatdbeminspiled t o
academic action and decisions. For this reason their reflection on the drawbacks and
advantages of uni versities may appear as si
unawareness of the problems that ursitees must constantly face because of the
impossibility of keeping pace with the social, professional and economic change (Cowen,
2000).

The academic society is required to turn into an open community, capable of exploiting its
secular authority to oveome the drawbacks that are historically featured in its didactic and
educational involvement. This is the reason why the discourse on the future of our universities
(previously delivered by Nietszche) cannot set aside legitimate criticism of the edalkation
systems, aimed at stimulating a different way to conceive modernization and social
participation. The possible solution lies in the permanengamng renewal of teaching
strategies according to the advance of progress and innovation (Latour, 2009).
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The different branches of knowledge are bound to intersect as much as possible. After all,
even Bauman recommends exploiting the discig
good luck for the universities that despite all the efforts of thepsetfaimed saviours,
know-betters and welvishers to prove the contrary, they are not comparable, not measurable

by the same yardstick afidnost importantofai not speaking in uni sonc
p. 137). This is one of the drawbacks of the digitalersities of our time, characterized by

the anxiety of innovation and the fear of change.
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The Learning Process of New FatherhoodA Narrative Inquiry of First Paternal
Experiencesi From Challengesto Growth

Kooni, Yuk-Ling MA

1. Introduction

Pregnancy and labor not only bring stress to new mothers, these also induce stress to the first
time fathers. It is not easy for fathers to get connected with children from pregnancy, even
after they are born.

In the past few years, many male changed tloées from working fathers to full time
fathers in Hong Kong. It is very different from traditional full time housewives trend. In Hong
Kong, most social services targets are female. Male seldom actively approached and received
services even they encdered difficulties in families or lives. Only few NGOs in Hong Kong
had specific services that providing for male clients, but not father as core role in the services.
Actually, the need of a new father is seldom mentioned in local social services thidtisho
further developed.

This paper is trying to use narrative inquiry approach to delve into the paternal
experience of six new fathers. From the stories depicted by them, we would know what the
challenges they are facing after role transition, how thayn to become a father role, and
how they get connected with children. All admitted the experiences were tough ones, though
they learnt and grew a lot. If some more preparation could be done beforehand, they would
adjust the roles better. In return, thieole family would be benefit.

Thus, Pt owi | be very valwuable that to u
give some suggestions on social work services, that could be provided for them as to help
them better adjust in their new roles, which in turn will have profound impattteowhole
family.

2. Method

2.1 Narrative analysis

All knowledge is socially constructed (Smith, 1997). Narrative analysis allows people to
construct their own meaning of past life events and interpret their experiences (Lam & Chan,
2004). Narrative analysis allows for the systematic investigation of pereaperience and
meaning (Riessman, 2003). As human lives in and shaped by a linguistic milieu, narrative is
the form of hermeneutic expression in which behavior is understood and made meaningful
(Polkinghorne, 1988, p. 145). Narrative is also the ppmicform of manifestation through
which life events are combined into unanimous, meaningful and united themes (Polkinghorne,
1988). It becomes a purposeful participation with a preferred theme for the individual (Ma,
2013; Polkinghorne, 1995/2005). The fiamental interest of narrative is to make sense of
experience, which contributing in constructing and communicating meaning (Chase, 1995, p.
1).

The importance of narrative is to allow the storyteller to tell his/her own story in the
pace of his/her owrte/she can select and filter which element and theme to be included in
the story. That means the individual has the power to choose which, when, what, who and
his/her feeling to be included in the story (Ma, 2013). The storyteller can speak out the
immedide feeling and thought during the narration. He/she can interpret his/her own meaning
on any particular event, but not by others (Cortazzi, 1993; Josselson, 1995; Ma, 2013;
Riessman, 1993; Spence, 1982). Thus narrative analysis is a meatragdion proess when
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the storytellers are talking about themselves (Lam & Chan, 2004). They have the rights to
bestow meaning to their own stories.

If we want to have deeper and thorough understanding of the life stories and
challenges ohew fathers, we must listeto their own narration. From their narratives, we
will know more how they can overcome all adversity during difficult time and what is the
impact on the whole family.

2.2Design

This study used narrative analysis to understand new fathers in Hong Rongnterview

used semstructured and opeended questions to invite participants to share their new
paternal experience. It followed the time sequence of marriage to paternal experience so as to
let them easier to narrate their stories. Some followugsiipns were asked according to the
answers they provided whenever necessary. The interview format remains open, flexible, and
adaptive to encourage -the pt h, responsive descriptions
listening and nofludgmental attitudesi utmost important.

2.3 Target

Six new fathers with at least one kid aged less than 18 months were recruited. As there were

limited respondents, thus all respondents were snowball samples through different networks.
All respondents are aged from-38 years old. They had been married fdiByears.

Their education level was from bachelor to master degree. All are professionals. Only one

wife was full time housewife and all others were working mothersk@aund summary of

all respondents is in Table 1.

Table 1.Background summary of respondents

Name | Age | Marriage | Education | Occupation Wife Children

Years Level Age | Occupation | Sex | Age

Sam | 36 5 Bachelor Dentist 35 Dentist M 3yrs

M | 16mos

M | 16mos

Pit 40 10 Master Lecturer 40 Social F 3yrs

Worker F 3mos

Jan | 37 7 Bachelor | Designer | 36 | Designer | M 3yrs

F lyr

Nick | 40 4 Master Lecturer 35 Social M 2yrs

Worker M 6mos

Kit 38 4 Master Lecturer/ | 37 | Executive | M | 14mos
Psychologist

Bob | 34 3 Master Surveyor | 34 | Housewife | M 8mos

2.4 Data collection

Each interview was arranged for the convenience of participants. After discussion with
participants, most convenient time and place was confirmed. Each interview lasted adound 2
hours.
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Each participant was clearly explained about his rigtgng the interview. As they
joined the research on a voluntary basi s, t
continue. They could describe their own stories from their subjective framework of reference.
Interviews were audiotaped, with prioamticipant consent, and then were transcribed for
analysis.

2.5 Data analysis

Narrative analysis was adopted for data analysis. According to Riessman (2008, p. 183),
narrative analysis Arefers to a di weesdoe set
spoken, written, and visual texts. o0 There a
namely, thematic analysis, structural analysis, dialogic/performance analysis, and visual
analysis (Riessman, 2008).

A good narrative analysisecessarily inquires language and structure and guides
people to see beyond the surface and explore deeper individual and social meanings
(Riessman, 2008). The analysis procedure included transcribing, analysis of the narrative
content, structure, linguist discursion and context. Finally, an overall analysis and report
writing was done.

3. Findings

From the data collected, it is inevitable that being a father is a learning process (Liu, 2003).
Many different scholars agreed that fatherhood is a veryedalgrowth process for fathers
(Abell & Schwartz,1999; Marcel, 1968aslow, 1954, 1968; Erikson, 1963, 1982). In sum,
fatherhood is a learning and growing process for the fathers themselves derived from the
result of this research. Here a pathway is suggested to elaborate this learning road:
Confusion-> Connection (with kils and partnersy Commitment-> Meaning extraction
(fatherod6s role/identity, |ife)

3.1 Confusion

According to the findings, all participants found that they felt confused when the children
were still small. They could not easily identify the role ohéat

O Bob, Al wanted to throw my son on the fl oo
he cried and cried! | did not know the reasons and what to do. | was really tired and
exhausted. o

O Jan, Al wi || use mar at hon t wife.dAe mycwife Hagk s ec o
placenta previa. My wife had to stay in hospital for 60 days before delivery. | went to
visit her every day, chatted and prayed w

O Kit,il was not used to have a baby in my |Ii
become a father. o

O Sam fAWhen baby was still small, | really

could not feel he was my son then.o
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O Pitti When the baby was small, only some car
her father. o

O Nick, i A fy firgt son was born, the life was busy, troublesome and harsh. | was
sl eepless due to endless crying of my son

3.2 Connection (with kids and partners)

3.2.1 With kids

As children gradually grew up, the participants could connect with their chitieprby step.

The interaction with the children made them
with the children, they could connect with the children much easier. They would strive their
best to become a good father and want to provide stefdrethe growth of children.

U Sam AnThere were three people <call ed me
responsible for their lives. | am aware of and identified with the new identity. | must.
This is very important to me. 0

a Kit,al wi | | u semphdr.sAe a fattter, lahave raspansibility to provide fertile
soil for my son to grow up. At least | have to teach him how to be a good person
without committing crimes. O

U Bob, Al have psychol ogi cal compensation fo
was very small, it left a hole in my life. It was so regretful in my life. So | have a
mi ssion that | must be a good father.o

U JannAiThe response of my kids made me know I
do certain things, but not others. o

U Nick,al f eel fatherhood is very important. o

3.2.2 With partners

Apart from connection with kids, they could feel more connected with their partners. The
relationship with partners changed from time to time during the pregnancy andecrilty
process. Yetlahave the tendency toward better relationship with their partners. They cherish
each other much more than before.

a Jan, AFor the first pregnancy, I witnesse
inhuman! She was extremely painful and it was toodliffifor a mother to deliver! |
felt really thankful to my wife and thought mothers are really great! | would love my
wi fe morel!o

U Kit, AWe had argument on the decision of ha
freedom and did not want a baby, but Inted. My wife became more open after the
birth. | felt our relationship became <cl o
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3.3 Commitment

After getting connected with children, the participants agreed they sacrificed their private time
in return to give more time to childrefihey chose to spare more time to accompany with
children, instead of spending time for own leisure and with friends. They eyarorgize

their career to serve the children and partners as some thought pregnancy was a matter of two,
not only mother.

Nick, 1 Bef ore becoming a father, | spent most
rushed back home immediately after work and wanted to see my son as soon as
possible. o

Pit, AAfter the Dbirth of my daughter, I st a
Before | loved to attend talks, but now | would not attend. Then | discovered even |

did not attend, I | ose nothing. But I h .
valuable and cannot be replaced. o

Samfil want to go back hoonelwasafrasddhatwheak p o s
went back after work, my kids slept and c
Kit, Al also decided to quit the full ti me
availability to serve my wife, such as accompanying her to doapskexamination,
attend class. | think having baby is a ma

3.4 Meaning extraction (fatheroés role/ident.i

3.4.1 On fatherdés rolel/lidentity

After commitment was built, the participants had strong sense of their fatlee r ol e an
identi fy. They explore |l ots of meaning behi
horizon while some to set a good role model for kids. They could find the meaning on their

own way with their own pace from their kids.

V Bob, A waennt niyo kwiddbs hori zon, enlighten h
farsighted father, who can bring insights and inspiration to him. Besides, | will be
aware of my behavior more. I owi || be more

V Sam A us e haanktaphay, forctize Kirst few gears of a kid, what shape of
the cake do you want and you can make it. That means you have to perform a good
role model for your kids. o

V Pit, Al wi || review my own behavior more t|
to stop and think before | lost temper. | changed my personality due to continuous
review on my own.

V Kit, Al tried to correct some nmysod |divaysi t s a
demonstrate a role model for him. Then | will gradually change myself, become a
better father. o
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3.4.2 On life

From the interviews with participants, they all admitted they have a new insight in their lives
after the birth of kids. Kidwver e | i ke their Aiteacherso and
meaning. They admitted they have stronger sense in their life direction and found meaning in
their work also.

V Nick, i | found more meaning in my |ife. I h a
only focused on my own before, such as earning money, buying flat, immigration, etc.
Now, | do all these things for my kids. Live for my next generation is very
meaningful. | have one belief: one of the purpose of human, is to share my experience
and connet with others, especially with my next generation. This is the meaning of
generativity.o

vV Kit,al wi | | have a more detailed |ife plan,
V Jan, i | believed earning money was most i mpc
my kids . But now | dondét think that. I feel

family now. o

4. Discussion

After examining the road of fatherhood, a sentence can make the concliadior:ar n t o
unl ear n, l earn to | ear n.parenteducatian implicasiam,cthires | WO |
dimensions should be put more effort for the better adjustment of the pathway of fatherhood:
preparation, transition and @oing support.

4.1 Preparation

It really takes time for every father to identify the role of himself in the process of being a
father. Thus more preparation is important to lower the confusion and ease their stress when
role change occurs.

For example, some talks or seminars for-ttale before the delivery of baby should
be hold. During the talks or seminars, some fathers can share their own experience and try to
give some tips for the dad-be. Role paly or case discussion can further enhance their
readiness and allow them to coresigte about the role change challenge.

Besides, organizing someperiential programs onpregnancy andaby-sitting on
different agesfor dadto-be or those plan to have babies. This can let them feel the subjective
experience of their wives and thugcrease their empathy or understanding towards their
partners. This will thus enhance the relationship between them.

Moreover, couples counseling or interviews should be made before the birth of baby.
They need to have time to discuss the plan of havingpbhaving babies, they have to plan
their time better and their readiness of having a baby.

Furthermoreproviding life review and planning counseling before becoming fathers.
This can give them some time and chance to rethink of their life choimeicli more careful
plan can be made beforehand, they can adjust the new role or transit the confusion period
better and faster.
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4.2 Transition

After the birth of baby, both parents encounter many changes on their time arrangement and
life choice, they med some more concrete guidance such as child rearing skills and
knowledge, psychological counseling or-dapth discussion between couples for better
adjustment of the role of father.

Moreover, both parents should squeeze some more time for dating iprowime
without taking the baby. They should discuss and share their feeling after the role change and
try to praise each other mogining some young couples camps periodically for new parents
to reexplore and refresh the relationshipll these can h@ enhance the intimacy and
maintain the relationship between them, which in turn can bring cohesion among the new
nuclear family.

Furthermore, some more experienced fathers can share their experience about their
children of different age. This can helgethew fathers to learn some skills and gain support
from the senior fathers. They can travel less with good role model or bad role model.

4.3 Ongoing support

As the developmental needs of the children change from time to time, fathers will encounter
new challenge and difficulties when the children grow up. They can form some support group
or self help group among fathers to share famn
these groups.

Besides, they can make use of community resources susbcel services centres to
build up broader network across different areas. They can share most updated information and
tips when facing various challenges on child rearing issue.

Moreover, they can create some web page among them to facilitate themicaton
and sharing among them.

Furthermore, providing consultation on parenting to fathers and review with them on
their performance as a role model of a father regularly is very important. They can ask social
workers to help in this area.

5. Conclusion

In short, new fathers have many needs when they face role transitions.

From individual perspective, they have t«
they have to identify with father driivesaddent i t i
rearrange their priorities.

From the family perspective, they have to learn how to connect with their kids. Then
they also havetore x pl ore coupl esd relationships. Furt
model for children.

All these chages bring lots of challenges to them to become a good father. They need
lots of support before, during and after the role change. If these can be done, they can have a
better transition of role and which in turn can enhance the cohesion and bondingthenong
whole family.

6. Limitations
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All respondents are aged from-38 years old. They had been married fetByears. Their
education level was from bachelor to master degkeespondents are professionadnly
one wife was full time housewife antl athers were working mother$his research may not
show the situation of low social economic class fathers.

Besides, researcher is female and is known to some respondents. This may induce
some gender issue.
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Democracy i s t heFronocaleulus of consentaoyreasohbbl® dissent

Vincenzo Maimone

1. Introduction: What happened to democracy?

Are we sure that majoritarian criterion is the best option to determine and evaluasulke
of public choices? Can we still trust a model of democracy of this kind? Can we still trust
popular will?

In this paper, | discuss about the contemporary conditions of democracy. | analyse in
which ways the strategies of construction of the pulghiion have changed the grammar of
public debate, and also how the calculus of consent has modified the nature of democracy
itself.

The main idea is that an incorrect priority assigned to the procedures or to the formal
structures of institutions has hild the real aim of public discussion, or more general, the real
aim of politics.

A curious, ambiguous, but very popular mardems to be the golden rule of politics in
the contemporary age: "If people want it and if people vote it, then the outconiee wriile,
good and not contestable, whatever it will be and whatever will be the consequences for them
or for others".

An important clarification is necessary, before that analysis goes on. | do not want, in
anyway, defend or sustain a sort of paternaligiew of public decision. | am not asserting
that people can not or do not know howdtecide what is the best thing for them. | am just
suggesting that we have to protect the idea of democracy from a very dangerous trivialization.
In my opinion, indeeddemocracy needs complexity and, moreover, it needs a pluralistic
approachwhich has to consider the fundamental value of a reasonable (and not ideological)
dissent.

2. Contemporary scenarios and the nature of democracy

Several events that have receribcurred, all over the world, have seriously influenced the
point of view on democracy and its applications. Observing carefully the evolution of the
historical and political processes that have characterized and characterize nowadays the
contemporary ageseem to emerge, in fact, important issues that pertain to the future, or in
terms, perhaps more radical and less optimistic, the real possibility for democracy to be a
model or a solution, still plausible, to compose the internal and external instatutanflicts.
Consider, as examples, the surprising electoral escalation of Donald Trump, the
consequences of which still seem bleak and difficult to predict. A relevant aspect of this event
is that all those narratives linked to xenophobic, supremaadishaninclusive ideas which
America has considered to have passed as a result of a complex, painful, but at the end
positive, historical process of involvement, participation and recognition of minorities, had
not dissolved at all, but they were only dormhand they had been covered with a thin veil of
hypocrisy and political correctness ready to be torn from engaging rhetoric of a sufficiently
photogenic leaderpr consider the outcome, perhaps less surprising, but equally rich of
consequences for the fwe of the European Union, determined by vote for the Brexit in UK;
or again, the recergolpe attempt in Turkey and the consequent process of removing of the
opposition started by the government, or it would be more appropriate to say by the regime,
chaired by President Erdogan.
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Further widening the focal used to explore the contemporary pokadsy, we could add
that the tendency which seems to consolidate itself inside political debate, is that typical of a
populist syntax and of a superficial, but evocative, reference to concepttddigon,
membershipidentity, foundation The contemprary democracy has been put in check by
ideas and principles that are radically restructuring the way a political proposal becomes a
shared, consistent, and over all, functionally feasible project. In other terms, what has been
modified are both the comsttion process of consent and the role and function ascribed to
participation in public debate.

These aspects are producing deflagrating effects inside the different dimensions of
interpersonal relations. A mutation like this, indeed, breaks down andsettoel homogeneity
that should characterize the consent expressed on a political proposal, whatever it is. And, as
we will develop later, a similar result determines a slow but inexorable impoverishment of
understanding and interpretation of reality: ams&gmological and hermeneutic barbarism
whose most obvious result is the annihilation of any form of criticism and dissenting.

Underlying this decline we can situate a widespread misunderstanding about what ought to
be an authentic and fruitful democrapiarticipation. The consensus building, as well as forms
through which people disclose their affiliations and consolidate their sense of membership,
have ended to assume, entirely, tones and lexicon of the football supporters or, and that is
worse, of a refjious and fideistic dogmatism. A radicalization such this is compromising the
public debate moving the barycentre of dialectic from the argumentative dimension, grounded
on good reasons, to that of the identification, rooted in homologation and incidétece,
pernicious, of pressure to conformity.

If we accept as plausible this perspective, then the strategy of promotion of a political
proposal able to intercept the largest and possible electoral consensus, under different aspects,
Is comparable to thatsed to realize a patchwork. In this way, the political project becomes a
inhomogeneous medley, often fated to contradict itself, but however kept together by a
likewise inhomogeneous, but inflexible, popular will. As Leonard Zelig, the movie character
interpreted by Woody Allen puts it, the political message assumes a chaililedeon
dimension, modifying and adapting itself, time after time, to the idiosyncrasies of the
listeners. In this sense, we can interpret the disappearance of Hpaadty parties athe
consequence of loss of that social bond which was guaranteed by sharing a certain, consistent
and modelled, idea of society. The political void was, just partially, filled by popular
movements. Nevertheless, their message is, in many cases, intanerentremely jagged,
and often it is kept together by a restrictive and not inclusive logic that is totally incompatible
with a democratic dialectic.

In summary, the relevant aspect that seems to characterize the nature of democracy,
interpreted on thdéasis of the dominant paradigm today, is the one which encloses the
deliberative mechanisms inside of rigid, but thin, boundaries, of a simple quantitative
calculus. What prevails in the public sphere is the trivialization of the classical definition of
democracy as theill of the majority Observed under this perspective, the election of Trump,
the vote on Brexit, the armoured consensus to Erdoghnt we could say the same, in
paradoxical terms, about Korean regime of Kim Jbmgor, going back in tim, about the
Nazi-Germany or about the Soviet Union of Stalircould be confused as complete forms of
popular participation.

However, limiting the evaluation of democratic institutions to the simple calculation of
voting percentages, to the measure ¢énsity of the applauses or to the satisfaction degree
for the governing institutions, represents a rough mistake of analysis.

The democratic precept: "one head, one vote", loses every significance if we do not take
into account the quality of the headibwe forget to verify the awareness with which people
have expressed their preference or the availability of alternative views.
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As epistemologists and social psychologists know, very often, within the demsiking
processes, which help to produce knesge, the whole does not overlap with the sum of its
parts. The way in which knowledge, prowess, intuitions and observation skills of members of
a workgroup are harmonized, moves inside a quantic universe. The epistemological process is
as much more fruit as wider are the heterogeneity of perspectives and the disposition to
listen within the group. Generalizing, a procedure like this should find space within the
institutional contexts and within deliberative models that are the basis of public choices.

Democracy, therefore, requires a special attention concerning complexity and thus it
should not do without protecting a plurality of conceptions and a free space of expression and
critic within institutional architecture.

3. Dissent: why we are afraid oftiand why we need it?

Saying that democracy can not reduce itself to a simple count of adherences means taking
seriously the issues of merits and method of public discussion: analysing with a special focus
the different ways through which we achieve aemiliye decision. The collegial nature of a
resolution, however, does not necessarily coincide, in some cases, with a full and wide
sharing of the outcome of the choice selected by the players involved.

The thesis | support is that it is not irrelevants& &f"* and "why" some voices were silent
during discussion, and "if* and " why" some aspects, potentially problematic, have been
overlooked. Opening the door to dissent means trying to reduce the gap that sometimes exists
between a collective choice andg@od and correct decision.

For a better understanding of the reasons that make dissent required as a guarantee of the
guality of decisions and, in the context of public choices, as an element of greater stability of
democratic institutions, it is a prityito keep the attention on the different shades of meaning
through which the consent is expressed. This is a preliminary matter useful to determine the
origin of most of the sealled deliberative dysfunctions.

| believe that, in general terms, we canedetine three forms through which a consensus
usually is expressed. Maybe a catalogue like this does not exhaust all possible types of
consent, but this essential list is useful for the theme of this analysis.

In my opinion, we express a consensus: 1) withviction 2) because adubjectionor 3)
due to the effect gfressure to conformity

1) The first type corresponds, in most cases, to what we could consider as the consensus as
it should be. On the basis of this approach, a subject decides, consciouapprove a
particular proposal, an idea or to join a political project, showing a full understanding about
every aspect or, at least, on the relevant and meaningful elements of the choice that he
approved: interiorizing and making its own. This type aominsent deteriorates when a
conviction turns into radicalism and consensus becomes the result of a dogmatic and itself
closed perspective.

2) The subjection implies that a person adheres to a proposal on the basis of a real or
potential threat for theiown safety or that of their loved ones. In this sense, a person could
decide to join a project just for fear of incurring reprisals of some kind due to the expressed
dissent. When people do not have tools or an adequate force to rebel, they are forced to
capitulate under the oppressive yoke of those who exercise a domain of a certain kind over
them.

3) The third type of consensus suffers the effect of what social psychologists (Asch, Sherif,
Milgram, ecc.) are used to cgdressure to conformityWithin this perspective, a subject
approves a proposal, whatever it is, for convenience and not because of a strong belief. In
some cases one could even be personally sure of the opposite: that is, be aware of the inherent
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limitations or weakness of the idea whiah &r she will support despite of everything. But in
order to avoid being isolated from the rest of the group or stigmatized because of the
differences within perspectives, he or she will prefer to distance from subjective judgment.
The fear of ostracism acticed by the majority group is a deterrent and a brake that inhibits
the free expression of the self.

John Stuart Mill had already grasped this aspect in his famousQvotkberty In fact, for
Mill:

Al é] unmeasur ed vit up e rtletpiewaiing eimpn| reallyalades aeter péoplefrom i de o
professing contrary opinions, atvd,61980,850n | i stening to

The recourse to vituperation, to verbal violence, pointed out by Mill, reveals how a veiled
or explicit theat of exclusion or stigmatization represents an effective deterrent to the
manifestation of doubts, perplexity or denial by a person or a minority group. Nevertheless, it
IS necessary to note how the fear of dissent, the uneasiness and the annoyaedebgraus
discordant voice that, apparently, disturbs and breaks off the harmony of an unanimous
chorus, involve, albeit with different effects, both those who have the power, and obviously,
those who distanced themselves from shared opinion of a majority.

The former considers the n@ompliance as an attack on their authority or, in the case of a
group, a critique on the constitutional values of the community. The others, as already pointed
out, could be afraid of being ostracized or stigmatized and bsatated and excluded from
every possible interpersonal relation. Suppress a thought and an independent voice becomes,
then, a kind of affirmation of the supremacy and cohesion of a group, a party, an entire set of
people towards a minority that is percelas hostile and potentially dangerous.

| believe it is necessary to draw attention, for a moment, on the value and extension
ascribed to the term "people”. This concept, too often, is mantled by a sacred halo that it is not
its own and it does not corresmd at all to its real ontological essence. The idea of "people”

Is, like that of "culture”, a derived and conventional concept, produced by sedimentation and
overlapping of principles, knowledge and conceptions about the world that are temporary and
not gable at all. Transforming this temporariness in a kind of dogmatism that muddles up the
terms considering as synonymous "people” and "majority” and crystallizing and blocking the
course of history, means giving, in a more or less conscious way, a legitimathe
processes of exclusion and isolation. And it is something of this kind that seems to occur
nowadays and that reinforces convictions about the sacredness of the narratives and of the
false myths of foundation that characterize, often redundahéycurrent political debate.

The mythicizing of the people modifies the balance of power and opens the door to
despotism.

As John Stuart Mill properly pointed out:

fiThe 6peopled who exercise the power are not al ways
and thmeovegsealment 6 spoken of is not the government of
will of people, moreover, practically raes the will of the most numerous or the most aqias of people; the
majority. Or those who succeed in making themselves accepted as the majority; the people, conseguently,
desire to oppress a part of their number; and precautions are as muath ageidst this as against any other
abuse of powe80. (Mill, 1989, 7

What Mill wants to emphasize is not only the desire for dominance of a part, even if it is
the majority, on the whole. In his lucid analysis, indeed, he points out the danger wathin th
tyranny of majority. A risk, that of the tyranny of opinion, which deeply undermines and
erodes consciences and that was considered by Mill more dangerous, because hidden and not
immediately visible, rather than political despotism.



93
Democracy is the power to say ANoO. From c

i Pr ot ect iemgainst thentyganrg bfdhe magistrate is not enough: there needs protection also against
the tyranny of the prevailing opinion and feeling; against the tendency of society to impose, by other means than
civil penalties, its own ideas and practices ales of conduct on those who dissent from them; to fetter the
development, and, if possible, prevent the formation, of any individuality not in harmony with its ways, and
compel all characters to fashion themselves upon the model of its own. There is t@ lihe legitimate
interference of collective opinion with individual independence: and to find that limit, and maintain it against
encroachment, is as indispensable to a good condition of human affairs, as protection against political
despoti slegy,.89)( Mi | I,

In spite of the persistence of these obstacles and the obstinacy with which majoritarian
groups insist on pushing towards more and more invasive forms of homologation, the dissent
constitutes a fundamental and vital element for social progéessething of which society
has an extreme need.

There are several reasons at the basis of the necessity to guarantee the dissent in the
context of deliberative mechanisms. In this paper | will focus on two aspects that, in my
opinion, should prevail wheoonstructing an institutional and democratic horizon. The first
aspect concerns the epistemological dimension that is at the basis of each argument or
discussion interested in some measure to approach the truth. Under this profile, if we consider
the ideaof truth as a conception never definitely reachable and hence always subject to a sort
of dynamic approximation, then the function of the dissent is to maintain an high tension to
the truth and an high degree of interest towards a more and more cle#staatl cbnception
of reality. And this aspect plays a central role not only into interactions of those who are
members of a minority group, but also into the process of strengthening of convictions and
theses sustained by supporters of the dominant thoag)it were.

In other words, dissent plays a propaedeutic function both to approach a more clear and
rational vision and to revise positions not logically correct but which are produced by biases
or hasty judgements.

In this sense, Mill emphasized thatsering the free expression of opinions meant to
provide additional opportunity to truth and to its progress. And this aspect constitutes an
advantage for the whole human race.

AiBut the peculiar evil of si | esrrabbing the hurhae ragexppsteetys s i o n
as well as the existing generation; those who dissent from the opinion, still more than those who hold it. If the
opinion is right, they are deprived of the opportunity of exchanging error for truth: if wrong, thewhadds
almost as great a benefit, the clearer perception and livelier impression of truth, produced by its collision with
erroro. ( Mi L1 1989, 20)

There is a great difference between presuming an opinion to be true, because, with every
opportunity for ontesting it, it has not been refuted, and assuming its truth for the purpose of
not permitting its refutation. In the first case, we are operating in the direction of an open and
free discussion predisposing the opportunity to review our positions anddownents if the
theses submitted show to possess a greater degree of rationality and credibility than those
incurred by us; in the second case, preventing any form of revision of judgments and theories,
we inexorably slide towards dogmatism and hencesxmurselves to the risks of a short
sighted radicalization.

AiComplete I|iberty of contradicting and disproving ¢
assuming its truth for purposes of action; and on no other terms can a being with fagoides have any
rational assurance of being righto. (Mi 1 1989, 23)

In Why Societies Need Dissg@iass Sunstein has focused the attention on the role played
from dissent as corrective element of deliberative dysfunctions that characterize aatarge p
of public discussions. The relevant influence of pressure to conformity, the incidence of group
polarization, as well as a wrong or approximate use of information, in some cases accepted
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without a necessary control of their reliability, are all potdlytidangerous elements for a
correct deliberation. In the information age, in which frenzied speed of dissemination of news
widely overcomes a more cautious and vpelhdered evaluation of the facts, the possess of
useful tools in order to have a betteridance of judgement and to put up a reasonable and
efficient shield to glowing imposition of standardized opinion, constitutes the only defence
weapon against the risk of homologation and barbarism.

Still following Mil |l 60sembeetlat hi ngs, it i s i
iwhen there are persons to be found, who form an
subject, even if the world is in the right, it is always probable that dissentients have something worth hearing to
say for themselves,dn t hat truth would | ose something by their

Within this perspective, dissimilarity, dissonance of thought and the free manifestation of
individuality represent inalienable values. And it is precisely this aspect, that is thealefe
the peculiar individual freedom, which constitutes the second mainstay that reinforces the
need for dissent. Saying it differently, implementation of free expression, the guarantee of a
social space within which it is possible to reveal and suppftt,adequate reasons, the own
point of view constitutes a multiplier of progress possibilities both individual and collective.
Hence, individuality represents a fundamental good for growth and promotion of the self and,
consequently, of whole society. wealth made of consciences and ideas that should be
protected and safeguarded. One could say that dissimilarity and, in some cases, irreverence in
front of power expressed by those who disagree, constitutes an antidote to passivity and
laziness of conformsim.

filf there are any persons who contest a received opinion, or who will do so if law or opinion will let them, let
us thank them for it, open our minds to listen to them, and rejoice that there is some one to do for us what we
otherwise ought, if whave any regard for either the certainty or the vitality of our convictions, to do with much
greater | abour for -4urselveso. (Mill, 1989, 46

It is not the conflict between opposite conceptions that we have to fear, both
epistemologically and politicall speaking, but rather the suppression of one of the voices.
The crystallization of the mistake, both logical and political, arises from the silence imposed
to the counterpart.

Paraphrasing Mill, it is possible to say that "by being exaggerated thahauras into
falsehood". (Mill, 1989, 53)

So the only possible alternative remains a constant openness to criticism and revision of
judgments. The renounce to this peculiar freedom and the annihilation of initiative spirit and
of any desire of selfisseribn, expose us to the risk to being subdued to the yoke of despotism
of habit, to the passivity that is proper of existences bridled in custom, and they allow us the
apelike imitation as only form of expression: a semblance of freedom that solely reveals
itself as a fruitless conformism.

It remains to deal with a last issue that supports the thesis on the necessity of dissent. In
fact, a question has remained in the background and now it deserves to be made explicit in
some way.

It regards the complicatedelationship between conformity and dissent. It is, only
apparently, a quantitative issue. The purpose of this question is to formulate a sufficiently
comprehensive definition of what can be consideredreasonable dissent

To say it with the words of Ga Sunstein:

iwhat is the right mix between conformity and disse

mp

€ X
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It is impossible to answer these questions in an abstract way. It is so because the decision
making process produces concrete effeot$ iavolves costs: the costs related to the choice
and its direct and indirect consequences; costs related to errors of valuation resulting from
hasty and not long pondered decisions. As Cass Sunstein reminds us, often a preference in
favour of the confority seems to answer the economic criteria and the needs to reduce the
costs linked to deliberative procedures. However, such a purely quantitative requirement must
take into account the consequences produced by wrong choices. Every decision is never
neutrd. It reformulates the appearance and characteristics of the scenario in which we decide
to live, act and interact. And this aspect produces important aftermaths for present and future
generations. Within this perspective, optimal dissent, a reasonabéatdis what it is able to
rectify the distortions related to misjudgements and distortions related to incorrect or
unverified information. Put in these terms, the answer still seems elusive and not very
incisive. Indeed, it is very difficult to determime advance when dissent is a right solution to
the wrong answer formulated by public opinion or by the power group. Often, this riddle was
solved by history: theories, once considered heretical andligired to orthodoxy shared by
the majority, have prad to be true by determining a necessary paradigm shift. The
disposability of wait, however, is not fully compatible with public choices that moving
themselves, very often, within the dimension of contingency and requiring very short time for
deliberation.

In general terms, following the bipartition introduced by Sunstein, it is possible to
distinguish two kinds of dissenters: &yntrarians 2) disclosers The first, of course, are
those who merely oppose a stubborn resistance against the decisionsajottiy groups. It
Is a radical opposition, often ideological, and not always comforted by the support of good
arguments in defence of their denial. The disclosers, are those whose dissent goes together
with the sharing of information needed to make @&ftdrnnspection and possibly a review of
the choice made by a majority. The presence of disclosers is fundamental, but in order to
entirely and successfully accomplish their task, it is important to reduce the social pressure
and the push to conformity weh, in some cases, prevent them from freely expressing their
opinions. Considered in this way, the question, of what are the characteristiesasbaable
dissentcan be resolved on the basis of two main policies, namely, on the one hand the
institutiond and democratic guarantee given by a full and feasible freedom of thought; on the
other hand, a vigilant prudence from the institutions. The first would limit the negative
influence exerted on the choices and preferences, both individual and collegtaletHose
elements of social pressure that produce very bad decissonfofmity, social cascades,
group polarization. The second would discourage dissent when it is not supported from
logically sustainable arguments. By using this expression, howesxerdo not want to
legitimate any kind of preventive control on the contents. If so, it would be like snitching in
through the back door what was rubbed out the main, but rather, the aim is to emphasize the
constructive nature of objections. The value isdnt lies in its ability to generate curiosity
and a reasonable doubt and not an unwarranted fear or, and this is worse, an irrational distrust.

We can say that reason is the index of scale to compose the relationship between
conformity and dissent. A laionship that can, and must, live in the dimension of the
conflict, but which, nevertheless, has to move along the line of improvement and the search
for the common good, the respect and the promotion of individual rights.

4. Fake democracy

There is a last issue | want to discuss here which could not totally appear typically academic,
but, if we observe with due attention, it is one of the most worrying elements when observing



96
Vincenzo Maimone

the health of contemporary democracies. Although moving alontethtory of irony, this

issue raises an important epistemological question that is necessary to resolve in order to
develop effective barriers to the loss of thickness of the public discussion. This concerns the
guality and value of the information thatderlie the reasons with which all define their own
preferences.

We said that one of the characteristics of the contemporary age is the remarkable
availability of information. Every day we are flooded by a huge, continuous and relentless
stream of news, ggestions, opinions and leading articles. There is no space, both real and
virtual, in which this flow of information does not exert its pressure. On the one hand, no
doubt, this aspect has fostered some growth of interest and popular participatioringnaolv
growing number of people in discussions and debates towards which they would have been
uninterested in the past; on the other hand, the floods of information has lowered the
gualitative level of news and, in inversely proportional terms, it has,salegonentially,
increased the risk of having to deal with a growing number of those dissertation which by
using the sharp and suggestive expression of Harry G. Frankfurt, have been iconically defined
bullshit Once the term was purified by its potensaurrility, what emerges is a serious and
dense epistemological reflection about the value and care of the truth which none of us should
stop improving. Under this profile, the brief paper written by FrankfGm, Bullshit
constitutes an almost seriousalysis, but moreover it is a warning against a thin and sneaky
danger which is eroding at roots our societies, reducing, day by day, the ability of critics and
understanding of the world and exposing us to the risk to be deceived by those who control
and wse, with strategic cunning, information without meaning.

To fully understand the dimension of such a contamination it is important to define in a
clear way this concept and distinguish it from that, more sophisticated, of a libull$tat,
indeed, is aough material, elaborated and diffused with no particular care. For this reason, it
is more dangerous than lie. On this point we must be very cledulisiitis a danger worse
than falsehood.

The reason of this is connected to two elements: on ortg ti@naim thabullshitwants to
pursue; on the other, the attention towards the dimension of truth.

Regarding the first point, it is sufficiently clear that the specific objectiveuti$hit and,
also, of those who spread it, is to build, very quicklgroad base of consensus. To pursue
this aim, usually, such a proposition stimulates the coarser receptors of the public opinion: it
refers to simple values, almost primeval and widely shared. And it does so without paying
attention to coherence nor toyatogical succession. The real aim is standardization of
consent, all the rest has no relevance.

These are goods that have, nowadays, a high market value. As appropriately emphasized
by Harry G. Frankfurt:

fiThe realms of advertising and of pubtiglations, and the nowadays closely related realm of politics, are
replete with instances of bullshit so unmitigated that they can serve among the most indisputable and classic
paradigms of the concept. And in these realms there are exquisitely sopdstiedtsmen who with the help
of advanced and demanding techniques of market research, of public opinion polling, of psychological testing,
and so forth dedi cate themselves tirelessly to getting eve
(FranKurt, 2005, 29, para. 11)

At the basis of each affirmation attributed to semantic concept defined by Frankfurt there
is a simplification ungrounded and indifferent to any horizon of truth. And it is along this
borderline that we can catch and recognize the difference betweenaadiavho tells just
bullshit Unlike the latter, in fact, the liar reveals a greater attention towards the truth, despite
being aware that the intentions are consciously divergent from it. Those whulsiyt,
instead, show a total indifference to hohings really are. What really worries them is
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absolutely other and their intention is not to give away a distorted representation of a reality
which, however, they prove to know. Unlike the liar, in fact, those whdshbshit have not

any idea, do not @sess any particular reference or any detailed knowledge of how things
truly are. The inner danger of thellshitlies in this complete loss of references. The sense of
bewilderment produced Rdyullshitis a politically significant weapon. In fact, a maggh no
specific references is more easily trainable. Because, just like a flock, people in order to end
their vagrancy and to determine a sort of horizon of meaning, which they need, would rather
prefer to trust, without opposing any resistance, thosewit show to know the road or will

feign to indicate it, flaunting sureness and resoluteness.

The risk on the horizon is that democracy in the contemporary age is built on a consensus
without thickness, empty and incapable to give a precise outlin@ldf/r&’he contemporary
democracy, day after day, seems to resemble the scenarios depicted in the dystopian literature.

It is just in view of this next future that we should strive to find a precise and sincere vision
of reality, and that we should takeetihesponsibility to oppose to all forms of oppression,
abuse or deception, a strong and decisive "No".
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Gender continuumin Italian advertising: The representation of the LGBT identities
according to the professiona¥

Paola Panares€hiara Landi

1. Introduction

Despite biological gender has been extensively utilized in segmentation studies (Dommeyer,
2008; Barone, Palan, Miniward, 2004), many scholars demonstrate that advertisers confuse
sex, gender and sexuality (Berganza, del Hoyo, 2006; Furnham, Bitar, 1998iaf,
Schofield, 1986; FuMon§am, Walit2n228920G8r ci1
1986; Mazzella, Darkin, Cerini, Buralli, 1992; Rak, McMullen, 1987; Rey Fuentes, 1994),

and sometimes use outdated and rigid stereotypes (Dobscha, 2012; &a2@tds Zayer,

Otnes, 2012).

A significant body of research evidence showed many differences in the advertising
portrayals of men and women, particularly on television (Barthel, 1988; Belkaoui, Belkaoui,
1976; Berganza, del Hoyo, 2006; Chafetz, 1974;rdey, Whipple, 1974; Furnham, Mak,

1999; Gilly, 1988; McArthur, Resko, 1975; Schneider, Schneider, 1979), and some studies
found that gay people have a small amount of advertising space on TV, billboards and printed
pages (Raley, Lucas, 2006).

Even thoud lesbian gay, bisexual and transgenderindividuals are generally
indistinguishable from heterosexual individuals, advertising practitioners sometimes represent
them as different in appearance and behavior: gay men are often portrayethissywos,
flashy, and effeminate, and lesbians are depicted as masculine demltnene, aggressive
or provocative (http://www.thedrum.com/opinion/2015/07/07/advertisiagsesentation
Igbt-peoplestill-behindtimes).

The representation of transgengeople is even more rare and stereotypical: the only
type of transgender individuals presented in commercials is a sexy femininéorferieale
transgender person ¢shown to serve up a surp

Moreover, gay amh lesbian families are commonly misrepresented in advertising,
probably because society frequently equates sexual orientation with the ability to reproduce
(Mazur, Emmerssommer, 200p , and also because ¢itbés diff
Obreadwi nner 6 -sfeicopinrde aidn id Itheyodre bot h m
(http://www.thedrum.com/opinion/2015/07/07/advertisingpresentatiofgbt-peoplestill-
behindtimes).

Since consumers make sense of their identities also using advertisirggratet is a
powerful ideological force (Goffman, 1979), the way in which gender and sexual orientation
are represented in an ad is not devoid of consequences. Similar-taebg®n, and class
based caricatures, the stereotypical representation&BfT Lidentities could denigrate and
marginalize individuals and groupRdley, Lucas, 2006)

Thus, we studied the production processes that lead to gender representations. In spite
of a persistent criticisms of 1998)veenpiricalsi ng o
studies about practitionersé perspectives al
2001), little is known about their theories of advertising (Reid, King, DeLorme, 1998; West,

Ford, 2001), and few authors have analyzed the ptmauprocess behind the gendered
messages (Zayer, Coleman, 2014).

24 Paola Panarese is the author of the first and the second paragraphs, Chiara Landi is the author of the third and
the fourth paragraphs
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Moreover, there are some studies about gay depictions in films and news (Dyer, 1984;
Alwood, 1996), but the topic of gay images in advertising is quite new.

For these reasons, the papéns at describing some results of a research about the
influence of the production process on the representation of gender in Italian advertising,
focusing on the depiction of LGBT identities and homosexuality.

2. Method

A qualitativeapproactconsisting of semstructuredn-depthinterviews was chosen in order

to discover where the ideas for certain gender representations come from and who determines
how and what genddrased advertising should B&e followed the tradition of past research
byexamining advertising professional sd perce
understand their attitudes and behaviors in their own words.

Given the exploratory nature of this wor}l
t heor yo apm Btaass h990; Gaser,d992, 1998; Strauss, Corbin, 1990), used to
determine models and patterns, working inductively to lay the groundwork for the
development of theoretical frameworks emerging from the collected data. Observations were
A gr oun duwsetbey weeesituated in the empirical phenomena from which they emerged.

Respondents were selected from among séev@l advertising agency practitioners
working in Italy, through personal and Faculty contacts. We used snowball sampling and thus
the firstcontacts were asked to identify other participants. As the sample snowballed, focused
selection (Creswell, 1998) was made so that many different viewpoints would be represented.
Since Cronin (2004) noticed that much research hds@oportionately itense focus on
creativesand neglects the perspectives of other workers within the advertising industry, we
opted for twooccupational groups of informants, in strategic and creative functions. Only
people at senior levels were involved: account managefsceeative directors. In smaller
agencies, we selected the owner, CEO or general manager of the agency for the strategic role.
In larger organizations, the informants were heads of their functional units. We also selected
the same number of men and womérgcause previous work demonstrated that cultural
knowledge within the advertising agency is gendered (Alvesson,.1998)

Since past research found that the length of experience in agencies can impact
decisionmaking (Davis, 1994), the informants included the study varied in industry
experience (from 4 years, up to more than 3@ple 1 summarizes the characteristics of the
informants.

The nterviews were conducted in person when possible, t he practi ti on
or via Skype and telephone. Thiasted from 30 to 110 minuteand were all taped and
transcribed.

During the interviews, I nformants were a
1988) as well as focused questions: the interviews started with a broad topic on
representations of genderadvertising and then probed more specifically into the production
processes of gender portrayals. The thematic areas of the interview were:

- Perception of advertising representation of gender in Italy;

- Description of the production process of genderedjasa

- Perception of the responsibilities in the potential distortions in the gender
representations.

In order to refine ways of asking questions and to help in developing the emerging
concepts, extensive field notes were taken after each interview. Faldlyilasy and Reid
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(2009), the interviews were transcribed and assessed by an initial reading to get a preliminary
grasp of content. We used the constahparative method throughout the coding process,
coding and recoding the transcripts through maenaitons of data analysis (Creswell, 1998).
In the first step, we identified general themes in the data and refined our codes. Next, we
compared codes and recorded relationships between them. Then, we noted a deeper storyline
and hypotheses linking concsptFinally, we identified theoretical propositions about
practitioner thought.

We interviewed forty respondents: twenty men and twenty women; twenty in creative
role and twenty in strategic role.

Table 1. Characteristics of the informants

Pseudonym | Functional | Gender |Education Years of Agency |Agency size| Agency Agency
role experience |pseudonym affiliation context
AM1 Strategic | Female College 17 Agency 1 | Medium Network |International
AM2 Strategic Male High s. 11 Agency 2 Small Indep. National
CD1 Creative Female College 10 Agency 3 Large Network |International
CD2 Creative Female College 25 Agency 4 Small Indep. National
AM3 Strategic | Female Master 27 Agency 5 Large Network |International
AM4 Strategic Male College 10 Agency 2 Small Indep. National
AM5 Strategic | Female College 7 Agency 7 Large Network |International
CD3 Creative Female Master 28 Agency 8 | Medium Indep. National
AM6 Strategic Male High s. 12 Agency 6 | Medium Indep. National
AM7 Strategic | Female College 12 Agency 9 | Medium Indep. National
AMS8 Strategic Male Master 15 Agency 5 Large Network |International
CD4 Creative Female College 10 Agency 10 Small Indep. National
CD5 Creative Female College 4 Agency 11| Medium Indep. National
AM9 Strategic | Female College 9 Agency 12 Large Network |International
AM10 Strategic Male College 10 Agency 13 Large Network |International
CD6 Creative Female College 4 Agency 16 Small Indep. National
CD7 Creative Female High s. 28 Agency 14 Small Indep. National
AM11 Strategic | Female College 4 Agency 15 Small Indep. National
AM12 Strategic Male College 13 Agency 5 Large Network |International
AM13 Strategic | Female Master 10 Agency 5 Large Network |International
AM14 Strategic Male College 3 Agency 6 | Medium Indep. National
AM15 Strategic | Female College 5 Agency 16 Small Indep. National
CD8 Creative Female College 12 Agency 17 Large Network |International
CD9 Creative Female College 10 Agency 18 Small Indep. |International
AM16 Strategic Male College 5 Agency 19 Small Indep. National
AM17 Strategic | Female College 7 Agency 6 | Medium Indep. National
CD10 Creative Female High s. 6 Agency 20| Medium Indep. National
CD11 Creative Male High s. 15 Agency 1 | Medium Network |International
CD12 Creative Male High s. 12 Agency 21 Small Indep. National
AM18 Strategic Male College 6 Agency 22 Large Network |International
AM19 Strategic | Female High s. 25 Agency 23| Medium Indep. National
AM20 Strategic Male College 34 Agency 24 Small Indep. National
CD13 Creative Male College 15 Agency 25 Large Network |International
CD14 Creative Male College 11 Agency 6 | Medium Indep. National
CD15 Creative Male High s. 31 Agency 26 Small Indep. National
CD16 Creative Male College 30 Agency 27 Small Indep. National
CD17 Creative Male College 21 Agency 28 Small Indep. National
CD18 Creative Male High s. 20 Agency 29 Large Network |International
CD19 Creative Male High s. 10 Agency 30 Large Network |International
CD20 Creative Male College 11 Agency 31 Small Indep. National
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In regard to work experience, eleven respondents had worked in their agency for less
than ten years, ni neteen had between ten
t wenty years (among these, three had more t

About edication, twentysix respondents had a college degree and four had also
completed a master degree.

We interviewed professionals in thirgne agencies of different sizes. The size of the
agency was classified according to the number of employees. We distied agencies as
small when they had under twenty employeasdium with a number of employees between
twenty-one and one hundred, arldrge, with more than one hundred workers. This
classification was different from the classical European categanizaif organizations
because it considered the dimension of the Italian advertising industry and the difficulty of
collecting information about annual billings. In our sample, small agencies (16) prevailed,
followed by large (13), and mediusized ones (10)More specifically, sixteen informants
worked in small standlone agencies, two worked in medisimed global agencies, nine
worked in mediunrsized standilone agencies, and thirteen informants worked in large global
agencies.

The views about LGBT issuewithin advertising have emerged without direct
guestions, but the topic has naturally developed in conversation.

The following sections will present our findings (for purposes of confidentiality, only
the role in the agenéyand the sex of the informartigive been attributed in the presentation

A

of respondentsd quotes).

3. Results

The problematic related to how the gender representation takes into account the LGBT
universe emerged in 24 out of 40 interviews and has been associated with the question about
the existence of an evolution of this issue and the way it is faced in the field of advertising in
10 of those cases. In the remaining cases it was associated with the presence of a specific
testimonial widely recognised as a gay icon in a national adwertcampaign led by Mulino
Bianco, Antonio Banderas.

When asked to name an example of Italian commercials attentive to the LGBT
identity, a large portion of the sample referred to the Findus campaign where, in an invitation
to dinner, a son declares hisrhosexuality to his mother adding that hiscetled roommate
is actually his partner. We witness a coming out done in a very peaceful way, in the context of
a quiet family dinner. The mother seems more attentive to the quality of the food being served
tha to the supposedly unexpected news.

One interview made reference to the Althea advertising campaign. Althea is an Italian
company producing readyade sauces, which in 2012 advertised their different types of
sauces showing couples of different agesth boeterosexual and homosexual, gays and
lesbians, in the act of kissing and hugging. The differences in age and sexual orientation of
the people wanted to hint to and remind the different kinds of sauces advertised.

In the international context the mostevant case is the advertising campaign made by
Ikea, a forerunner of an advertising style in which every gender and sexual orientation find
their place. With regards to the representation of transgender identities, one interview refers to
a commerciakun by Perfetti advertising the chewing gum Vivident Blast in which a father
says to his son, stripping himself naked:
campaign produced mixed reactions in Italy, with the transgender community labeling it as a
example of blatant transphobia. The attention focused on the Findus advertising campaign,

25 CD=Creative Director, AM=Account Manager.
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extremely different from other examples of advertising in which there are depicted regular
couples of gay and lesbhian people, seems to show that, among the pnalsssiterviewed,
homosexual couples consisting of two men are considered more common and socially
acceptable that those consisting of two women.

The perception of the LGBT community and its representation in advertising in our
sample does not differ mudinom the findings of a similar research into the relationship
between LGBT and advertising in the US context; even in this context we can infer that the
mar ket portion | abeled as fAgayo mainly port.
good lookimg: the subtly discriminatory element towards the other minorities is evident.
(Waters, 2013).

Sespite being considered the most representative, the Findus campaign is widely
judged negatively.

The criticisms expressed by the respondents, however, armompuarable to those
that emerged within the LGBT community in the debate that followed the campaign. The
LGBT community has long debated the question, seeing in this advertisement an effort made
by the company in order to normalize the new models and te rtieem similar to the
traditional ones. Our respondents, rather, have highlighted the fact that this apparent inclusive
approach may be a mere speculation which has exploitegatfeemade by the President of
Barilla company: in a September 2013 intewwibroadcasted by the Italian radio station
Radio 24 about the | ack of any depiction of
cwe wi ||l not make advertising with homosexu
gays do not agree, theycal ways eat other brands of pastae

One of the criticisms made to the Findus campaign is connected with the thought that
the acceptance by the mother of the coming out of the child may become a new stereotype.

An even more negative perspective, that isaetibeless more attentive to the LGBT
debate on this aspect, defines the campaign as a way to make the people forming the dominant
heterosexual community feel politically correct, as for instance in this interview:

AMS6: | think it is a little grotesque, itvas done in a wrong way. Who uses that kind of
communication and that register does not know what he is talking about and tends to exploit this
model to build new stereotypes. It is a terrible thing, you have to understand the mechanism
before using itThis approach does not speak to the homosexual community, instead it speaks to
the heterosexuality communities trying to vehiculate a politically correct communication.

What is striking is that in every and each case the representation of a characéel defi
by a binary sexuality and gender identity is considered by marketers as the sole key to new
markets. This approach is almost mandatory and prevents marketers from focusing on a
society characterized by multiple gender identities, acting to obtaihsotial inclusion.

CD13: I'd rather talk about the reason why that brand (Findus) is airing that commercial ; it does
not make sense to me, for what it represents and how. Even if they tried to say something more
extreme, | think they failed.

Continuing

AM13: (...) | remember the Findus commercial: they tried too hard to show a homosexual couple
and they ended up with a big failure

It is often stated, while reporting examples of international campaigns that
successfully manage to represent the LGBT identity in a positive way, as for instance we saw
with the Vigorsol, Ikea and Nissan campaigns, that companies in Italy, and in ath&liC
countries struggle to convey the message to the public. Here's an example:
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AM10: A couple of years ago we launched a product by Nissan. The campaign had been produced
in Paris and in it there was a boy in disguise, who suddenly took off hiangdigvent back home.

The whole picture was represented in a fun, not trashy way. In the Italian campaign, this part was
just cut off.. of course not by our choice. It was on air in France and Germany, but not in Italy,
Portugal and Spain.

Among the interiewees we noticed an extremely low quantity of reference to
negative message towards the LGBT community conveyed by the campaigns. The most
relevant comment on the topic is the following:

AM4: One of the most negative memories | have on the topic is ctathéo the Mentadent Campaign.

They had this product that gave you a dazzling smile, so when the protagonist of the commercial passed
by everybody was trying to reach for him. When a guy in the street does that, the protagonist makes a
disgusted face.

Reflections on the message structure are present in three interviews, all referred to the
Findus case. The most discussed aspect is the format of the ad, where we only see hands
moving and we hear two male and a female voice. Findus stated that this viasdtioé
format they adopted in the representation of other types of families in other instances.

The verbal and nonverbal communication received very little attention in the
discussion and few references were made to specific details likeeghesentation of the
hands and their role as an affection medium, to the cooking operations or to the mother who
clutches her son after his comingt. Multimodal components of the message does not seem
to be important, perhaps because of the professioteabf the informants and the very low
percentage of creatives who have talked about the issue of homosexuality.

Little attention is also paid to the labels used by the son when he talks to his mother
about his companion: natfiparstnaear dgi.r o©onmian ¢ 09 u
the scene seems to be just another minor innovation being introduced, at the same level of the
new microwaves recipes being advertised. The context is extremely reassuring with no levels
of friction, a solution thahas been labeled as unreal by many observers. There is no trace of
the battles for the recognition of civil rights and for a full social inclusion. The labels used
show the plurality of identities that an individual can adopt without being hurt inside an
heterosexist logic and language code, as often happens in the everyday oral communication
when referring to LGBT identity (Maturi, 2013).

With reference to the decisionakers involved in the production process and their
role in the definition of the contés of the campaigns, the interviews often point out the role
of the client that determines the content of the campaigns in relation to the specific markets of
destination. There are however some more nuanced responses; in the following one we see
how thedecisional process is seen as a group process rather than aranglecision:

CD2: Who is responsible? The easiest answer woul d
We must also say that there is the customer who approves it, thehe ar@rious agency departments.

Yes, it is true that | am the creative talent, but we are like antennas: we catch the signals going around in

the ether and we absorb them; we know that if we work with a client, such as a car company, we know

how to opera and which option to adopt in order to perform the best job.

4. Discussion and conclusion

With relation to the LGBT community, we must remind that social science in general and
more specifically the analysis of media phenomena have neglected the culture of sexuality,
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both in the Italian advertising and in the international context with rarepéras (Raspini,
2013; Tindall, Waters, 2013).

Any discussion on this topic should take place without preconceptions and prejudices,
with the aim to overcome the dichotomy between homosexuality and heterosexuality, often
used in the social world as a me#rcontrol and maintainance of the social order (Corbisiero,
2013). If we limit our field of study to the advertising industry, the emergence of plural
identities in the commercials requires a specific focus by researchers who should also invest
energiesn order to innovate their survey and analysis tools.

As pointed out by Caputo (2013), the quantitative analysis approach is not suitable to
the study of the LGBT community, due to its heterogeneous nature and to the difficulty of
identifying the subjecté~ejes, 2002). In our opinion, this concept also applies to the study of
the representation in the advertisement of the complex mosaic of gender. The most suitable
approach should be a mix between qualitative and quantitative methods in data processing and
in raising data awareness through interviews with privileged witnesses, bringing out the topic
not through direct questions, but letting it emerge from the conversation in a natural way in
order to avoid a selfensoring process in the interviewee relate the possibility for the
topic to cause embarrassment or convey prejudice or social stigma.

Moreover, it must avoided that the possibility for the social heterosexual norm to be
internalized acts as a barrier to the spreading of attention in the lgpublia towards the
gender pluralism.

In our survey, we followed this approach strictly.

The answers provided by the respondents confirm that, despite the professionals are
still focused on the malemale dichotomy, there also room for a fresh lookrenrtew roles
played by the gender identities in the society. The creators of the production process show
therefore the same lack of attention to the problem of the representation of the LGBT
community that has been recognized in the social sciencedyianthabroad (Fejes, 2002).

However, the feeling of the change taking place and the recognition of a new attention
to LGBT issues is provided without an explicit admission by the privileged witnesses, by the
fact that the theme emerges naturally in theveosation when we speak of an evolution in
advertising. Advertising is changing because the society is changing. Advertising is a mirror
of society, even if distorted and selective (Pollay, 1986).

The respondents seem to have a negative outlook of tBeoptenon:responses
indicate that LGBT identities introduced in some marketing campaigns are not to be
considered hints of an imminent recognition of the existence of a reality characterized by a
mosaic of identities and the emergence of a path to fulakowlusion. They are instead
more similar to an elementary operation for the acquisition of new market shares. This
interpretation is consistent with the findings from some US studies among the few works
focused on LGBT and advertising (Fejes, 2002; aihdVaters, 2013). The attention showed
by marketers and companies for this specific market share has been object of study since the
1990s in the United States. The dominant image was a generic gay consumer who was highly
educated, oriented towards luxwggods, travelling and interested inrtbch products: a very
attractive consumer indeed (Fejes, 2002). This had also led to hidden forms of advertising
oriented towar ds t he LGBT community as t he
advertising that was ngb obvious to the general reader but was instead very clear for the gay
community. The common ground for all these studies is the belief that the LGBT community
which went from being marginalized in the 1960s, to being pitied and eventually, from the
90s onwards, to being courted and sought after, does not represent an ideological and
political issue but simply a market share to be exploited somehow.

According to our respondents, the clients are responsible for these productive choices.
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It seems necessatiyerefore to change the culture of the buyers, to create an awareness
of the plurality of identities eliminating the cages, the conceptual fences that force a
stereotypical gender representation in advertising campaigns that are still too connected to a
traditional representation of the gender dichotomy and, at the same time, to a stereotyped
picture of the LGBT community. More generally, as claimed by Guastini et al. (2014), we
must raise awareness of the social responsibilities that anyone with acttessnss media
has. It is necessary to spread an authentic culture of communication.
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Knowledge, AwarenessPerception & Prevention of Zika: A Latin-American rural
regionbdés perspective

Al ejandra Ram2rez Ovall e, Sandra CI

Introduction

The Zika Virus was first identified in 1947 in Uganda (PAHO, 2015). In 2015 autochthonous
cases in the Americas were reported; Mexico declared its first twompmorted cases in
November of that year (CONAVE, 2015). In February 2016, the World HealtmQ@eg@n
declared the Zika Virus outbreak a public health emergency due to its association with
clusters of microcephaly and other neurological disorders (WHO, 2016). By the beginning of
June 2016, 39 American countries and territories had reported dutoohs transmission.

In Mexico, by the 10 of June 2016, a total of 357 autochthonous cases of Zika had been
confirmed, 113 belonging to pregnant women. These cases were distributed along eleven
states, two of which are contiguous to the state of Guattaith nine total number of cases
between both (DGE, 2016). As of January"2017, the country has confirmed 7,475
autochthonous cas@BAHO, 2017), of which 4,138 belong to pregnant women (DGE, 2017).
No cases have been reported in the state of Quatonathis could be explained by the fact

t hat Guanajuatobds average altitude is 2000r
mosquito do not thrive (CDC, 2016).

Ideally, during a public health crisis such as ZVD, public health education should be
informative, comprehensible and empowering while at the same time it should serve to dispel
unnecessary fear. The aim of our investigation was to assess how rural communities in
Mexico are educated about public health issues, specifically ZVD. We were tiedenes
knowing how rural Mexicans were educated, the effectiveness of the education they receive,
the emotional impact of the education, and preventive measures taken as a result of the
education.

Method

Our study is a crossectional, descriptive, quéstnairebased investigation conducted
among attendees of health fairs organized by the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
through the organization Proyecto Puentes de Salud, a university organization that sends
students and faculty each summerctmduct public health projects. The questionnaire was
administered in six rural communities in the state of Guanajuato, Mexico overae®ko

period in the month of June 2016.

Participants were recruited while waiting to receive medical attention abethieh fairs.
Participation was voluntary. Informed consent was obtained orally from each participant
before the questions were asked. Names were not collected to protect confidentiality.
Onehundred questionnakiaterviews were conducted, represent8®yo of the total number

of health fair attendees, and 4% of the total populatiorthe communities sampled. The
median number of participants per community was 17.

The questionnaire was designed and cross reviewed by the authors of the study. It consisted of
seventeen items with 4 sub questions for a total of 21 questions. The survey contained
guestions pertaining to demographics, knowledge of Zika, knowledge @npi@v strategies,

and emotional impact.

Questions were asked, fatmeface, by a single interviewer, in an opemded manner. An
answerkey was designed to simplify data collection; when an answer not present in the
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answerkey options was given, it wasritten down and then added to the answer key. The
phrasing and sequence of questions was modi f
responses and understanding. See Annex 1 for questions and answer key.

At the end of each questionnaire, théemiiewer provided face-face education on Zika,
emphasizing preventive measures and correcting misinformation. Printed public material from
the CDC about Zika and pregnancy was also handed to pregnant women, those who wanted to
become pregnant and thosko were living with a pregnant woman.

Convenience stores close to the locations of the health fairs were visited in every community
to ask about the availability of insecticide and repellent. Also, in those communities equipped
with a health center a shtanterview with the doctor/head nurse of the center was conducted

to ask about measures being taken to inform about Zika and prevent its transmission.

Data collected from the questionnaire was analyzed using STATA. Simple proportions and
percentages wengsed. Questions on knowledge and prevention were open ended with more
than one answer acceptable. Results for knowledge of ZVD are reported as percent of
respondents and therefore may add up to more than 100%; results for awareness and
prevention are gorted as percent of total responses. Unadjusted chi square testing was done
for the variables age and knowledge of malformations and age and knowledge of mosquito
transmission.

Findings

Socicdemographic characteristics of the participants are depicfédble 1. The majority of

the participants were female (81%) and mean age was 42 yeal8yrs). Median household
makeup was 5 (+#/2). Most participants, 76%, had some education; 14% were illiterate.
Eight of the 100 respondents planned to conceivleave their partner conceive within the
next year. Most, 83%, had access to a cellular phone.

TABLE 1. DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

GENDER Male Female
19 81
<20 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60 70 80+
AGE (YEARS) 10 15 22 19 12 13 9 0
HOUSEHOLD 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+
MAKEUP 2 14 16 19 20 8 10 11
llliterate Writes and Unfinished Elementary = Secondary High Technical College
LEVEL OF
EDUCATION Reads elementary School degree
14 10 6 19 36 6 1 8
ACCESSTO A Yes No
MOBILE 83 17
PHONE

Though most, 87%, of the respondents had previously heard of ZVD, 94% did not feel well
informed about the virud.ittle over half respondents, 54%, did not know the cause of Zika,
35% identified the cause as a virus, 5% a mosquito, 4% a bacteria and 1% a trauma. Most,
66%, identified the mosquito as a source of transmission, 7% identified sexual intercourse,
2% ideriified contaminated blood, and 20% stated they did not know. Over a third, 36
respondents, could not identify any complications of Z\H3, listed birth defects as a
complication, and no respondent considered paralysis a complication. Concerning treatment
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options, 64% stated they did not know, 14% stated there was no treatment, and 19% thought
there was a treatment but could not nam&ee Table 2.

TABLE 2. KNOWLEDGE A ND AWARENESS DATA

PREVIOUSL Yes No
Y HEARD
OF ZzVvD 87 13

SOURCE OF | Health center  Through a friend
INFORMATI talks or relative

N 8’;‘_37 22 16% 3 2% 4 3% 77 56% 3 2% 15 11% 13 9%

At a hospital Television Internet Radio N/A

CAUSE OF Dondt k Mosquito Trauma Bacteria Virus Other
ZIKA 54 5 1 4 35 1

ZIKA A . Mosquito Contaminated Sexual o Dirty
TRANSMISS Donot Like the flu bite food Blood Transmission Kissing water

NI(—)TZO 20 17% 1 1% 79 66% 6 5% 2 2% 8 7% 2 2% 2 2%

COMPLICA o . Rash, fever, . Affects Affects
TIONS OF Dondt Birth defects ~ Hemorrhage Death headache Paralysis elderly children
NZ:V1D23 36 29% 53  43% 1 1% 12 10% 17 14% 0 0% 2 2% 2 2%
TREATMEN Dondt Vaccine None Symptomatic Antibiotics There is one,
T FOR ZIKA
INFECTION 65 63% 1 1% 14 14% 4 4% 0 0% 19 18%

N =103

FEEL WELL Yes No
INFORMED 6 94

WANTS Yes No
MORE
INFORMATI 95 5
ON

PREFERRED Health . . Written . Telephone

SOURCE OF | center talks Home visits At school Television information Radio call

INFORMATI
ON 54  47% 15 13% 4 3% 18 16% 11 10% 2 2% 0 0% 11 9%

N=114

Other

We asked about sources of information for ZVD. Of the total responses (n = 133) television
was the most popular, 56%, followed by 16% for health centers, 11% radio, and 2% internet.
Almost half, 47%, of the total responses for preferencenformation was for health center

talks, followed by television 16% and home visits (13%). See Table 2.

In terms of prevention, of the total responses 103 responses, 100 respondents, 72 listed
avoiding mosquito bites, 2 avoiding sex with infected pers@ss,unsure. Concerning
specifics measures to avoid mosquito bites of the total responses (n=157 responses for 100
respondents) the most popular response was elimination of standing water at home, 37%,
followed by using insecticide, 20%, using long sleestedits and pants, 15%, using repellant,

15%, and using screens on windows and doors, 10%. See Table 3.
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TABLE 3. PREVENTION DATA

PREVENTIVE Donét Avoiding Avoiding unprotected sexuaitercourse Vaccination Frequent hand

MEASURES FOR mosquito bites with an infected person wash
ZIKA
TRANSMISSION 26 25% 72 67% 2 2% 1 1% 2 2%
N =103

PREVENTIVE Do n & Longsleeves Netsonwindows Hand Insecticide Elimination of
MEASURES FOR know and pants and doors washing standing water
MOSQUITO
BITES
(KNOWLEDGE)

N =157

Repellent Other

4 3% 23 15% 16 10% 1 1% 31 20% 58 37% 23 15% 1 1%

Elimination of standing
water

PREVENTIVE
MEASURES FOR
MOSQUITO
BITES
(PRACTICE) N =
235

Repellent Insecticide/Fumigation ~ Nets on windows and door

25 11% 78 33% 43 18% 89 38%

Fear of getting infected with Zika was also questioned; 10% of respondents had no fear, 7%
had no opinion, 36% were a little worried and 46% were very worried, and 1% felt panicked
about Zika.

Seven out of eight of the respondents who manifested havingtsharplans to get pregnant
stated that knowledge of Zika and its complications has influenced their decision.

Chi square testing of age with knowledge of malformations associated with Z/ized that
participants less than or equal to 40 years of age were significantly more likely to know that
ZVD causes congenital malformations than those more than 40 years of age (p=0.026).
Likewise Chi square testing of age with knowledge of mosquitsinéssion associated with

ZVD showed that participants less than or equal to 40 years of age were significantly more
likely to know that ZVD is transmitted by mosquito than those more than 40 years of age
(p=0.045).

We assessed the availability of inseickcand repellent in stores. All communities had at
least one store where insecticide could be bought; whereas only one store in one community
had mosquito repellant available.

Only three of the six communities had a health center. The one nurse anddiecs d
interviewed elucidated a lay health advisor system for health education. Bimonthly talks on
health topics, Zika included, are given to the members of a national social inclusion program
called AProsperaodo at t he hpeadthe mformaiontreeeived Pr o s
in towns without a local clinic.

Discussion

While most of the participants in the rural communities of Guanajuato Mexico are aware of
Z\VD, there are significant gaps in knowledge of the virus and, to a lesser degreetiyeven
measures for reducing the risk of becoming infected with the virus. Moreover, a review of
local tiendas revealed inadequate access to DEET based mosquito repellants. Half of the study
participants expressed substantial fear regarding ZVD. A promifimdjng was an
association between younger age and improved knowledge of both the transmission and
complications of ZVD.
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Proper health response to new epidemics is critical to the public health of rural communities.

Mexico was at the epicenter of the H1N& pandemic in 2009. Initial response to that

epidemic was panic, at both a national and international level, towards what turned out to be a

relatively mild form of influenz& The Zika virus is a new epidemic of major concern due to
its link to congeital malformations and GuillaltBar r ® sy ndr o me. Zi ka

late 2015 and rapidly started spreading. Though the state of Guanajuato is largely protected

from the mosquito that spreads ZVD due to its altitude, the epidemic affords us a uniqu

opportunity to investigate knowledge, awareness, perception and preventive conduct towards

it in a rural environment.

We were encouraged to see that an active lay health advisor network exists in rural Mexico,

particularly given the literacy concerns thexist in rural Guanajuato Mexico, and the
preference of study participants for faceface education. Still it appears that most
participants receive the majority of their information on ZVD through television. Less than
half the participants receiveidceto-face education on ZVD. We documented that most

study participants have access to cellular phones, making this a promising technology for

rapid dissemination of updates on all aspects of public health threats in the future.

This was a small studysing a survey developed by the authors specifically for rural Mexico.
Our findings are not generalizable to other populations, and the reproducibility of our results
has not been tested.

Conclusions

More precise information on transmission aramplications of Zika is needed to increase
level and accuracy of knowledge in rural Guanajuato Mexico. In addition, strengthening lay

health advisor networks and improving the use of available technology will increase access of

this information to vulnettae populations.
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Fashion and Identity: the concealment or disclosure process?

Giulia Rossi

Introduction

Fashion is a language, more precisely, an action that originates from a material body, intended
to express a response involving both a sender and a receiver. This language can be expressed
in various types; verbal with the involvement of the emission ohds, as well as written or
nonverbal, for example in relation to gestures and proxemics.
For language/communication this intends going from an individual mental sphere to the
common sphere and this pooling of thought takes place through signs capadtiEbbshing
a relationship. Fashion can be understood in this way, as to relate the part of each of us with
the outside world, for instance when speaking, writing or drawing. In his trendy dedicated
essay published at the end of the XIX century, Georgan®l closely analyzed the
phenomenon, emphasizing the dual aspect of conformism and separatism, imitation and
differentiation. On the one hand, cohesion through the imitation of those who are at the same
social level, on the other hand the exclusion affdréintiation of one group against the other.
One may therefore consider fashion as a form of closure against external groups through a
selection of signs of recognition. This social segmentation highlights, on the one hand, a
necessary internal cohesiam the group, but also another element of claim against another
group or class.
Fashion is a pervasive phenomenon; everything is fashionable in our society, not only
clothing but more generally lifestyle or even ideas. Fashion therefore becomes a sturial fac
that relates primarily to the body, but not exclusively. It has a fluid and porous character, able
to adapt and as there cannot exist society without language and communication, there cannot
exist a society without fashion. Fashion becomes an expeessitrument of social identity,
as claimed by Roland Barthes in another cornerstone of fashion literature (Barthes, 1967).
As the famous saying goes, "the habit does not make the monk", however we may fittingly
add that it indeed invokes it, and as theislogist William Thomas points out, when one is in
front of a person dressed as a monk, one will act "as if" they were really a monk. No one can
stay a stranger to fashion, it is an element everyone must learn to come to terms with, a "game
to play” which we are all called to participate, as claimed by Ugo Volli.
"Sociology studies fashion as a kind of collective behavior, as a salient trait of mass society
and mass culture; as a peculiar expression of social stratification; as a phenomenon that
anticipates and reflects more or less important forms of social and cultural change; as
economic process that condenses interests, organizations, professions, companies, division of
labor models and activities of mass media."

(L. Gallino, Sociology Dictioary)

What attracts fashion is its great penetrating power, an almost magical and inexplicable charm
that in some ways comparable to a divine devotion of a religious nature. Carl Flugel, author of
the Psychology of Clothegmphasizes the proximity of tfeeshion phenomenon to that of the

great cults in which alongside starch believers stand the officiants, in this case the editors of
fashion magazines, fashion designers and influencers. Opposite them stand the scholars who
are erroneously positioned outsidnd rule judgement upon the phenomenon as a ridiculous
and senseless profession of faith.

In addition to this component that wriggles from each analytical analysis, the fashion
phenomenon differs from others primarily for two elements; the low leveitemalization

and the high rate of change. Thanks to this ever evolving element, fashion seems suited to
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meet the incessant changes in the Ak system, while the cultural models are slower in
changing. In times of crisis, when moving from one caltdorm to another, there are a
number of trends that constitute a form of compensation which satisfies individuals in the face
of obstacles to real change.

1. Gender identity. Gender as a social construction. History and culture intertwine and
express gader, body and fashion.

We are witnessing a progressive encroachment of menswear towards womenswear and vice
versa. Gender boundaries fade, imprinting possible new identity forms, identified, captured
and exploited by the fashion system from a body inanggsat the service of fashion, which

lends itself to be shaped and defined to please trends of the moment.

If in the past gender territories, whereby the identification of objects have always had a strong
characterization, for example on the male ordkmnbut also as a status symbol, an expression

of class, of belonging to the mainstream or a specific subculture (Polhemus, 1994), today this
definition of borders is increasingly latent and with it the emergence ehwalfeness. On

one hand, these cr®borderings mark a loss, but on the other spawn as evidence of a positive
process in which encroachment is in fact enrichment, barriers are broken down, sectoral
rigidities crumble and a greater ability for both sexes to compete emerges.

Fashion allows ftis cross boundary of identity to become explicit. Their implementation
provides the opportunity for the individual to deal with their own masculinity and femininity,
and to do so in a context in which the issue is not restricted, but more and moreiprésent
scientific and nonscientific discussion, helping to overcome many obstacles. A reality that
was once only reserved by artists and poets, has today become a cultural fact, at least from a
certain age onwards (most clearly by the end of compulsougcagidn) and in more
metropolitan areas than in rural areas where some legacies of the past are more firmly
resistant.

At what moment did the masculine/feminine cross boundary of identity transition into the
mainstream? As it is possible to identifpandumfrom where it all began, then it is possible

to trace an evolution in the field of arts and literature that has greatly influenced this process.
From Plato's Symposium to Ovid's Metamorpho
always fascinated inttectuals and creative minds.

Although in the past it has always been the male style to intrude in the world of wamsen

is evident in the revolution of the 1920s led by fashion icons such as Coco Chanel and big
screen influencers such as Marlenetilcé or even a great literary character like Orlando by
Virginia Woolf, what is known in modern times is a contrast of the phenomenon, or the
crossover of the female identity into the male realm. An example of an extreme case worth
noting tis the story athe Danish painter Einer Wegener, who was the first transgender person
to undergo gender reassignment surgery. A story successfully brought to the screen by
director Tom Hopper in the film The Danish Girl. It therefore prevailed a plurality of
identitiesas a "confederation of souls" from unstable equilibrium, constantly in a state of
redefinition and reconstruction.

The change of clothes had, some philosophers will say, much to do with it. Vain trifles as they
seem, clothes have, they say, more importdfices than merely to keep us warm. They
change our view of the world and the world
Bartolus saw Orlando6s skirt, he had an awni
take another slice of beef, and i®d her to go ashore with him in the longboat. These
compliments would certainly not have been paid her had her skirts, instead of flowing, been

cut tight to her legs in the fashion of breeches. And when we are paid compliments, it behoves
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us to make some et ur n. Orl ando curtseyed; she compl
humours as she would not have done had hi s
brai ded coat a womanodés satin bodice. Thus, t

that wear us and not we them; we may make them take the mould of arm or breast, but they
mould our hearts, our brains, our tongues to their liking.
Woolf V., Orlando

As explained by Dr Cardoso, believing to be 'an entity' who is part of themselvesgedetach
from the immeasurable diversity of its self, is an illusion, however naive, of a single soul of
the Christian tradition. Dr Ribot and Dr Janet see personality as a fusion of various souls,
because we have different souls within us, a union that isatleatrby a presiding ego. Dr
Cardoso continues to describe what is generally referred to as the norm, or our being, or
normalcy, which is solely a result, not a premise, and depends on the control of a ruling ego
imposed on the fusion of our souls; if dmet self arises, stronger and more powerful, this
then overthrows the ruling ego and takes its place, guiding this union of souls, and the rule is
maintained until it is not ousted in turn by another ruling ego or a direct attack or erosion for
a patient.

Tabucchi A, Sostiene Pereira

2. Body and fashion

Fashion is civilization in constant evolution, it is language, a social reality about each
individual in relationship with themselves and with others, thus affecting the definition of
both personal and siat identity. According to the theoretical perspectivd-athion Theory
fashion is considered a system of social meanings within which produces -cultural
significance, aesthetics and identity of the veiled body. The individual dresses for three
factors: gcurity, decency and ornament, but it was the latter to prevail, marking the difference
bet ween the term Aclothingd that indicates v
beused to adorn (Flugel, 1972)

Clothing therefore must be analyzed together as a cultural and social model, an image
immediately transmissible, communicable, of its identity. This is reflected in the various
subcultures that have prevailed throughout history (Polhemus, 1994), wHerhastyalways

been the instrument of affirmation of a new group, as opposed to its predecessor.

In the public sphere, as defined by Goffman (1982), clothing is revealed as the bearer of signs
which hide a more or less obvious meaning, useful to favanteection or, on the contrary,

to radicalize the insulation. Clothing, together with the body, becomes an instrument of
communication in the binding fashion game (Volli, 1988), to which no one can escape. It is
never insignificant, even in the face ofdmy, which in this reading of fashion as a social
construct, can be understood as the absence of clothes.

Historically, the veiled body creates gender as performance and social representation
(Calefato, 2011), by virtue of signs recognized as "male™female” signs made up
stereotypes, according to the principle of imitation on which it holds up, but also
differentiation and social distinction (Simmel, 1895).

Throughout history, mass media and new technologies of communication and information
have hadan ever more determinant and incisive role in the process of identity redefinition. In
the revealing to others through clothing, the body is showcased to the world and in this
representation creates a bridge between the internal and external worldbextdfieof the

public, both virtual and real who are constantly on the net. A representation in which local
and global are intertwined and constantly redefine also new cultural identity.
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In the words of Walter Benjamin, the "roads of the collective dmgdl' are various and
changing. These words, however, no longer in reference to the Parisian passages specified by
the author as thenise en scenef accessories and people for fetishistic amusement that
defined the French capital in the 1800 but ratherrtaw internet and social network scene

that triggers an inexhaustible and insatiable hunger for popularity, recognition and approval.

An apparently disintermediated process, free, able to establish direct contact between me and
the infinite potentialaide nce of fans how could Alikeo the
this morning, or staging table for tonight's dinner. Reality mediated in different ways,
following new schemes and more fluid communication rules, indeeshaetimpassing and
pervasie of every aspect of human existence.

A step beyond the Orwellian watchful eye of Big Brother, this world in which the scrutinizing
eye, the one who "is watching" lays within each individual and leads them to always prefer
popularity rather than happineds is also worth mentioning that if clothing is a sign and
communicates, we cannot help but communicate, but also, at the same time lie. As Umberto
Eco says inTheory of Semioticsemiotics is the discipline that studies everything that can be
used toik, including fashion.
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The Relationship between Love and Marital Satisfaction among Individuals in the Early
Stage of Marriage

Rizgya Juwita, Grace Kilis

Introduction

It is an innate need of human beings to be tied in a romatitonship (Clements, Cordova,
Markman, & Laurenceau, 1997), and so marriage is an important part of adult life. A
successful marriage could lead to benefits while unsuccessful ones could lead to harmful
effects (Olson & DeFrain, 2006). A study by Gleand Weaver (1981), for example,
concluded that marital happiness contributed most to global happiness compared to
satisfaction with work, financial situation, community, Asarking activities, family life,

friendship, and health. In addition, a longitualianalysis by Kim and McKenry (2002) found

that marriage has a strong effect on spouse
marital discord could lead to depressive symptoms (Beach, Katz, Brody, 2003; Choi &
Marks, 2008) and illness (DeGenova03s).

Duvall and Miller (1985) divided marriage into eight stages based on time and age of
the first child. These stages are summarised in Table 1. Of the eight stages, the first stage,
which is called oO6the early st sgriticalsthge afiar r i a
marriage. Davidson and Moore (1996) found that this phase was the foundation to determine
a successful marriage in the next stages. Couples who felt dissatisfied with their marriage at
this stage experienced a steeper decrease inaimaaitisfaction and were more prone to
divorce (Lavner, Bradbury & Karney, 2012). Another study by Huston, Caughlin, Houts,
Smith, and George (2001), found that couples that loved each other less in the early marriage
were also more prone to divorce indatears. The first few years of marriage itself is a
period very prone to divorce (Goode, 1993). This situation stresses the need to study factors
related with marital satisfaction in the early stage of marriage. In this case, love is something
that we ned to examine as most couples marry and stayed married for love (Duffy &
Atwater, 2005).

Table 1. Stages of Marriage

No Stage Characteristic

1  Married couples (without children) Couples who have not had any children yet

2 Childbearing families Couples with their first child aged 30 months old or less

3 Families with preschool children  Couples with their first did aged 30 months to 6 years old

4  Families with school children Couples with their first child aged 6 to 13 years old

5  Families with teenagers Couples with their first child aged 13 to 20 years old

6  Families launching young adults = Couples with the first child leaving the house up to the last
leaving home

7  Middle-aged parents Empty nest up to retirement

8  Aging family members Retirement up to death

Both love and marital satisfaction have different characteristics dependent on time.
Sternberg (1988) claimed that each component of love has a different developmental course
and so along the period of a relationship, different types of love can occlieowoy marital
satisfaction follows a U curve with the highest marital satisfaction seen in the first stage of
marriage, decreasing towards the bottom in families with school children and teenagers and
starts to increase again in families launching youtgjta to aging family (Orbuch, House,
Mero, & Webster, 1996; Fowers & Olson, 1993; Bird & Melville, 1994). These
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developmental courses of love and marital satisfaction stress the need to take account for the
stages of marriage when studying love and mas#asfaction.

Some previous studies examined the relationship between love and marital
satisfaction. Deeb (1989) and Lewis (2011) found a relationship between love and romantic
relationship satisfaction. However, none was done specifically for thestagg of marriage.

As we have discussed earlier, it is important to examine marital satisfaction in stages of
marriage. Based on this gap, we proposed two research questions. First, we would like to
examine the level of marital satisfaction among indigldun the early stage of marriage.
Second, we would like to examine whether a relationship exists between love and marital
satisfaction in the early stage of marriage.

Several studies found that love and marital satisfaction were influenced by several
denpgraphic aspects. Love was influenced by age and gender (Miller, 2012) while marital
satisfaction was influenced by age at marriage, education, working status, length of courtship,
age of marriage, income, and living arrangeméRtsvers & Olson, 1989; Sing, DeVault,

& Cohen 2011; Zainah, Nasir, Hashim, & Yus&012; Mireckj Chou, Elliott, & Schneider
2013). When we find a relationship between love and marital satisfaction, we would also see
whether these demographic aspects confound our finding.

Love

The concept of l ove 1 n this study was base
According to Sternberg (1988), love consists of three components, which are intimacy,
passion, and commitment, creating a triangular shape as shown in Figure 1. &fintergt
defined intimacy as fAné those feelings in a
and connectednesso (Sternberg, 1988, p . 38
relationship as it serves as the foundation of that relationship (8tgrri®88; Miller, 2012).

Intimacy as an emotional component of love can be expressed in a number of ways, for
example communicating deep -bemg lempathisng, aq@r o mot
giving support (Sternberg, 1986). Second, passion is a atiotnal component of love, as it

drives a spouse to stay in a romantic relationship by physical attraction, sd¢keaethted
(Sternberg, 1986). Miller (2012) also suggested that passion is related to psychophysiological
arousal such as palpitatioimcreasing hormone secretion, and erecting. Passion can be
expressed in various ways such as kissing, hugging, sexual intercourse, etc. (Sternberg, 1986).
Third, commitment, the cognitive component of love (Sternberg, 1986), has two aspects:
shortterm andiong-term commitment (Sternberg, 1988). The shenn aspect is a decision

to love someone, while the lostigrm aspect is a decision to maintain the love until the end
(Sternberg, 1988). Commitment can be expressed by giving promise, being devoted 0 one
spouse, staying in the relationship despite of difficulties, being engaged, and married
(Sternberg, 1986).

Figure 1. Sternbergds Triangular Theory of Love
Intimacy

Passio Commitment
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Marital Satisfaction

Hawkins (1968) defined maritab at i sf act i on as At he subj ect
satisfaction, and pleasure experienced by a spouse when considering all current aspects of his

marriageo (p. 648) . Roach, Frazier, and Bow
defined as thegrception of one's marriage along a continuum of greater or lesser favorability
at a given point i n timeo (p. 539) . Thi s me

spouse can be different than the marital satisfaction experienced by the othse. spo
According to Fowers and Olson (1993), there are ten aspects of marriage that are very
Important to marital satisfaction. These aspects are issues of personality, communication,
conflict resolution, financial management, leisure activities, sexuaiarehips, children and
parenting, family and friends, equalitarian roles, and religious orientation (Olson, Fournier, &
Druckman, as cited in Fowers & Olson, 1989).

Method

Participants

The inclusion criteria of participants in this study were those who had been married for a
maximum of two years and had not had any children. Participants were recruited in Indonesia
using the convenience sampling technique. Questionnaires were givenid¢paats based

on their availability at that time through a printed questionnaire and electronic mail. We
distributed the questionnaires with 134 couples (268 people) and 106 questionnaires were
returned. Of these 106 participants, some were dropped fnemstudy because their
characteristics did not match the inclusion criteria. The final sample for this study was 85
participants (62.4% female, 37.6% maM;ge = 26.61, SDyge= 2.4). All participants had
signed a confidentiality agreement to participatthis study.

Research Instruments

Llovee.Love is measured by the I ndonesian ver si
(TLS) by Mahmudah (2012). The TLS consists of three subscales measuring components of
love. Each subscale consists of 15 items each. TLS used the Likert scale ranging from one
(very inappropriate) to four (very appropriate). The adapted TLS is a valid and reliable
measurement of love. TLS has an internal validity coefficient of more than .4 for all the items

in each sukscale. Coefficient alpha reliability, showed .94 for thémacy and passion
subscales, .96 for the commitment subscale, and .98 for TLS as a whole.

ScoringEvery item from the TLS was scored ba
A score of one would be assigned Ddaems$ t e ms
answered Oinappropriate,® three to items an:¢

Overy appropriate.® These scores would then
the TLS was derived by adding up the total score for everycal#s

Marital Satisfaction. Marital satisfaction was measured by a modified version of
Fowers and Ol sonés (1993) Enrich Marital Sat
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the EMS by Fowers and Olson (1993) is a questionnaire measuring maritaictatisfrom

the ten aspects that constructs marital satisfaction mentioned by Olson, Fournier, and
Druckman (in Fowers & Olson, 1989). The scale consists of two subscales, which are marital
satisfaction and idealistic distortion (Fowers & Olson, 1993).nvdde some modifications of

the EMS. In this study, we only used the marital satisfaction subscale and not the idealistic
distortion scale. We also eliminated the item measuring children and parenting because the
participants recruited in this study wer@ske who had not had any children yet. Third, some
items in the original version were double barrelled, so we separated those double barrelled
items into several items. Fourth, the original items were written like a sentence. We modified
the style of writig into checklists instead of sentences. We also modified the choice of
answer from é6strongly disagree to strongly
avoid central tendency, we also added the choice of answers from five scales to six scales
Finally, these items were translated to Indonesian and some wordings were adjusted. The
modified version of EMS consists of 16 items with Likert scale ranging from one (very
dissatisfied) to six (very satisfied). The modified version of the EMS was iptovee a valid

and reliable measure of marital satisfaction. The internal validity coefficient showed a
coefficient of more than .4 for each item. Using coefficient alpha reliability, the modified
version of EMS showed a coefficient of .91.

Scoring.Evey i tem of the EMS was scored based
A score of one to siXx was given to answer
respectively. A total score of EMS was derived from the sum score of every item.

Procedure

Participants were recruited through the convenience sampling and snowballing techniques.
First the team asked those who were available and agreed to participate. From these
participants, we asked whether they had someone they knew with the characteristics that we
were looking for that might want to participate in our study. Participants were explained about
confidentiality and signed the confidentiality agreement. The TLS and EMS were distributed
through el ectronic mail or iebltynt, contingent

Data Analysis

The IBM SPSS version 21.0 was used to analyse the data in this study. Several statistical
analysis techniques were used to analyse the data based on the research questions. Descriptive
statistics were used to summarise the deayyc characteristics of our participants and to
answer our first research question. The Pearson correlation was used to analyse the final
research question. In addition to these questions, Pearson correlation, independent sample t
test, and onsvay ANOVA were used to test whether there are any demographic
characteristics confounding our second research question. Finally, the partial correlation was
used to examine the relationship between love and marital satisfaction while controlling a
third variable cofounding the relationship.

Results

Levels of Love and Marital Satisfaction

Results showed that both love and marital satisfaction in the early stage of marriage are still
high. The scores of loveM=156.58,SD= 16.16) and its componentMiftimac= 52.11,
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SDintimacy= 5.69, Mpassiom= 49.93, SDhassio= 6.55, Mcommitmer£54.58, SDeommitmere 5.8) were

greatly skewed towards the maximum score of TLS. Looking at each component,
commitment was the highest in this stage. The same applies for maritdactiats

s ¢ 0 Me 8289,SDmA43) wasagreatly skewedstéwardst i o n

Partici

the maximum score of EMS. These findings are summarised in Table 2.

pant 6s

Table 2. Description of Love and Marital Satisfaction

Variable n M SD Minimum Score Maximum Score
Love 85 156.58 16.16 128745 180Y180°
Intimacy 85 52.11 5.69 42215 607 /60°
Passion 85 49.93 6.55 36*/15° 607 /60°
Commitment 85 54.58 5.80 43215 607 /60°
Marital Satisfaction 85 82.39 7.43 612/16° 96*/96°

Note: 2Participant

blnstrument

Relationship between Love and Marital Satisfaction

The Pearson correlation was used to analyse the relationship between love and marital
satisfaction in the early stage of marriage. The relationship between each components of love
and maritalsatisfaction was also examined. Results showed that there was a significant,
positive, and small correlation between love in general and marital satisfactio?94,

n=85, p= .006). Similar results were found for the components of love. Intimacy248

n=85, p= .022) and commitmentr£.223, n= 85, p=.040) were also found to correlate
significantly and positively with marital satisfaction, also with a small effect size. Passion and
marital satisfaction results in a significant, positive, and mediuneledion ¢= .315,n= 85,

p= .003). This result showed that passion has the highest effect size compared to the other
two components when it comes to a relationship with marital satisfaction. Our findings are
summarised in Table 3. These analysis meansatihancrease in love and its components

relates with an increase in marital satisfaction as well.

Table 3. Relationship between Love and Marital Satisfaction

Variable n r p Effect Size
(Cohen, 1988)
Love and marital satisfaction 85 .294 .006** Small
Intimacy and maritasatisfaction 85 .248 .022* Small
Passion and marital satisfaction 85 .315 .003** Medium
Commitment and marital satisfaction 85 .223 .040* Small

*  Significant at the 0.05 level
** Significant at the 0.01 level

After a significantr el at i onshi p
demographic characteristics based on factors influencing love and marital satisfaction really
influence our findings in this study. A summary of the results is presented in Table 4. Results
showed that out of several factors, living arrangement was the only factor that influenced love
and marital satisfaction in our study. There was a significant difference in love of those living
only with their spouseM=158.95,SD=15.56) and those living witktheir extended family
(M=151.48,SD=16.52), conditionst(83)= 2.02,p= 0.47. Moreover, living arrangement also
satisfacti
difference in marital satisfaction of those ihigi only with their spouseM= 83.879,SD=
7.079) and those living with their extended famiM=79.185,SD= 7.275), conditions;

had an

{(83)=2.822p=

effect

006.

on

Thi

spouseobs

S

means

wa s f ound,

mar i

t hat

t al

Vi

ng

we al so

arrange
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and marital satisfaction. Spouse$siavlived only with their spouse had a higher love and
marital satisfaction compared to those living with their extended family. This result also
means that in this study, living arrangement was a confounding factor for both love and
marital satisfaction.

Table 4. Factors Examined

Variable Factors Variable Statistical Analysis Result
Type
Love Age Continuous Pearson correlation r=.125,p=.254
Gender Dichotomy Independent sampletest  t(83)=.573p=.568
Living arrangements Dichotomy Independent sampletest  t(83)= 2.02p= .047*
Marital Age at marriage Continuous Pearsorcorrelation r=.059,p= 593
Satisfaction Education Categorical Oneway ANOVA F(4,80)=1.98p=.106
Working status Dichotomy Independent sampletest  t(83)=.989p=.326
Length of courtship ~ Continuous Pearson correlation r=-.025,p=.822
Age of marriage Continuous Pearson correlation r=.037,p=.739
Income Continuous Pearson correlation r=.079,p= 471

Living arrangements Dichotomy Independent sampleést t(83)= 2.822p= .006**

* Significant at the 0.05 level
** Significant at the 0.01 level

We would like to test for a pure relationship between love and marital satisfaction in
this stage. Therefore, we examined this relationship whilst controllinigvilog arrangement
with a partial correlation. When we control living arrangement on the relationship between
love and marital satisfaction, we found that there was a positive, significant, and small
relationship (= .247,n= 85, p= .024). Conducting partial relationship between passion and
marital satisfaction also resulted in a positive, significant, and small relationship between the
two variables 1= .278,n= 85, p= .01). The effect size for passion and marital satisfaction
decreased from medium small after the living arrangement was controlled. In contrast,
intimacy (= .202,n= 85, p=.06) and commitment£ .173,n= 85, p=.116) did not show a
significant relationship with marital satisfaction after living arrangement was controlled.

Discusson

Several aims of this study were to (1) examine the level of love and marital satisfaction in the
early stage of marriage, (2) examine the relationship between love and marital satisfaction in
the early stage of marriage. The first aim resulted in higHdedfdove, its components, and
marital satisfaction among individuals in the early stage of marriage. This finding was not
surprising as most people marry for IdqBuffy & Atwater, 2005). Commitment, specifically,
was highest in this stage. This was afsx surprising as a decision to marry itself is an
expression of commitment (Sternberg, 1986). In addition, the mean length of marriage of our
participants was seven months. The marriage was still new for our participants, therefore their
love were stillhigh. As for marital satisfaction, its level is highest in the first stage or
marriage, before the baby com&rljuch, House, Mero, & Webster, 1996; Fowers & Olson,
1993; Bird & Melville, 1994). Therefore, our finding on the level of marital satisfaction i
this stage was also not surprising.

The second aim of our study was to examine the relationship between love and marital
satisfaction. We found that there was a significant, positive, and small correlation between
love in general and marital satisfactioThe components of love were also positively related
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with marital satisfaction, with medium effect size. Intimacy and commitment showed small
effect sizes when correlated with marital satisfaction, while passion showed medium effect
size. However, we alsfound that living arrangement was confounding the relationship as it
affects the mean difference of love and marital satisfaction. After controlling for living
arrangement in the relationship of love and marital satisfaction, a different result was found
Only love in general and marital satisfaction, and passion and marital satisfaction were
positively correlated, both with small effect sizes.

Our finding is somewhat different than previous studies. For example, Lewis (2011),
Silberman (1995), an&ternberg (1988) consistently found that intimacy was the strongest
predictor for marital satisfaction. In our findings however, only passion as a component of
love had a small relationship with marital satisfaction. Participants of those previous studies
were not targeted specifically to the first stage of marriagevis, 2011;Silberman, 1995;
Sternberg, 1988). Therefore, for romantic relationship in general, love was strongly related to
marital satisfaction and intimacy might be the most related tatahaatisfaction. As every
marital stage has its own characteristics, what is more related to marital satisfaction in every
stage might be different. In this case, passion was more important in the early stage of
marriage than the other two components @fvie . Our finding matches
triangular theory of love. He explained that the importance of the three components of love
varies in the course of the relationship. In the early phase of a relationship, passion is the most
important componenas it acts as a drive for the relationship (Sternberg, 1988). Sexual
activity is a prominent expression of passion in marriage. The early stage of marriage is a
stage where sexual activity is most frequent (Davidson & Moore, 1996; James, 1981). Regan
(2003 and Miller (2012) said that sexual relationship contributes to marital satisfaction in
general. Sexual relationship also contributes to the hope to ease negative situations and makes
the relationship more pleasirtglendersorKing & Veroff, 1994). Olson ad DeFrain (2006)
stated that the first two years of marriage is usually the hardest years for a lot of couples.
Therefore, passion that brings hope to fix these hardships could help couples have a more
satisfying relationship in this stage.

From our findng, we also learned that intimacy and commitment did not have a
significant relationship in the early stage of marriage. Love in general and marital satisfaction
was also found to have only a small relationship, while a previous study by Deeb (1989)
founda strong relationship between the two va
specifically done for the first stage of marriage. This means that there are other factors that
relate more to marital satisfaction in the early stage of marriage. Accaali@ements,
Cordova, Markman, and Laurenceau (1997), love is more important to mate selection than
relationship satisfaction. They added that in marriage, the more important thing for
satisfaction is how couples handle their differences (Clements, Corddarkman, &
Laurenceau, 1997). Duval and Miller (1985) described the first stage of marriage as a stage
full of adaptation. Therefore, in the early stage of marriage, how couples adapt to each other
may be more important than love. In relation to adaptatthe relationship of love and
marital satisfaction gets smaller after controlling for living arrangement. According to Olson
and DeFrain (2006), the early stage of marriage is a stage where couples have to leave their
nuclear families to be independemtd functions as their own unique family. In cases where
couples live with their extended families, this function can be altered.

Lastly, we would like to identify the limitations of our study. There are two major
limitations of this study. First of allthis study used the convenience sampling technique
which is prone to seléelection factor. Second of all, the sample size in this study is too few
compared to the general population. While Guilford (2001) stated that a minimum of 30
participants is a ipirement to closely get to normal distribution data, our small size was
unbalanced in demographic characteristics. To forestall this, future research should attempt to
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maintain representativeness by having more participants with diverse demographic
charateristics. Moreover, as living arrangement was known to effect love and marital
satisfaction, future studies should control this factor more extensively.

Conclusion

This study found that love, with each of its components, and marital satisfaction glefa hi

the early stage of marriagé/e also found that living arrangement had an effect on both love
and marital satisfaction. After controlling for living arrangement, we found that love in
general correlates positively with marital satisfaction. This mehat in the early stage of
marriage, an increase in love relates to an increase in marital satisfaction. However, we found
that the relationship was weak. We also found a weak relationship between passion and
marital satisfaction. We did not find a retatship between the other two components of love
with marital satisfaction. Future studies should focus on finding factors that are strongly
correlated with marital satisfaction in the early stage of marriage, as this stage is a critical
stage for futuretages.
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Differences in Psychological WelBeing Between Indonesian Elderly Pet Owners and
Non Pet Owners

Gloryka Ednadita

Introduction

It had been indicated consistently that pet ownership demonstrates numerous psychological
benefits for its owners, namely asaurce of social support, unconditional love, safety and
security, developing social relationship, trust, autonomy, sense of competence, purpose, and
also reducing loneliness and stress (Black, 2009; Burnett, 2009; Ferry, 2007; Gulick &
KrauseParello, 202; King, 2011; Orsini, 2005; Smith, Johnson, & Rolph, 2011). As a result

of these benefits, pet ownership is highly popular, especially among the elderly (Parslow,
Jorm, Helen, & Jacomb, 2005; Pohnert, 2010). The reason being the elderly experience
declining social relationships due to their children growing to have their own family, loss of
spouse and significant others, declining physical health, retirement, and others (Dradjat, 2010;
Geller, 2005; Lesmana, 2011; Marks, 1996; Papalia, et al., 2009; Sara@d6; Santrock,

2002). Hence, pet ownership, that is beneficial as a source of social support, affection, and
others, has an important significance to the elderly.

Various studies had proven that these psychological benefits are strikingly associated
with psychologicalwell being, as social support, affection, along with others are fundamental
human needs (Black, 2009; Lesmana, 2011; McConnel & Brown, 2011; Wells, 2010).
Therefore, pet ownership is assumed to have a relationship with psychologicakingll
Psychological welbeing is a state where individual can accept his/her strengths and
weaknesses, develop positive social relationship with others, become an autonomous
individual, control his/her own environment, have a sense of purpose, and engagsonal
growth (Ryff, 1989; 1995).

This assumption has been confirmed with numerous studies, specifically by
McCullough (2007) and Smith, Johnson, and Ralph (2011) that found pet ownership increases
psychological welbeing, autonomy, and positivelagon among the elderly. Nonetheless,
existing studies still show inconsistent findings (Anthony, 2005; McCullough, 2007; Pohnert,
2010). Tucker, Friedman, Tsai, and Martin (1995) and Raina, Waltner, Bonnet, and
Abernathy (1999) found that there was ndatienship between pet ownership and
psychological welbeing among the elderly. These studies were also in accordance with
Pell etierds (2007) study that showedbeipget own
and depression.

These inconsistentindings on the relationship between pet ownership and
psychological welbeing among the elderly encouraged the author to further investigate the
differences in psychological wdlleing between elderly pet owners and #pet owners. In
addition, althoughhtere is an increasing trend of pet ownership, such studies are scarce in
Indonesia and hence, this would be one of the pioneer studies. As a South East Asian country,
Indonesians have unique characteristics, such as extended family structure and high
community ties (Georgas, 2003; Macionis, 2008; Muhammad, 2006; Park, 2007; Sunarto,
2009; Wells, 2010). Thus, it could be expected that their needs of social support have been
met by their family and community, where McConnel dan Brown (2011) claimed thaddt co
moderate the impact of pet ownership on vaeling.

This study aimed to examine the differences in psychologicatheelly between
Indonesian elderly pet owners and fmet owners. The findings of this study could contribute
as a theoretical develommt on clinical psychology theory, specifically on the benefits of pet
ownerships among the elderly and as a practical development on the wellbeing among the
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elderly, specifically on policy making and solutions of issues on well being.

This study limited e pet ownership to dog and cat ownership due to the following
reasons. First, dogs and cats tend to initiate response and proximity through wagging its tail,
barking, and walking closely, which lead to increasing positive and safe feelings for its
owners(Black, 2009; Ferry, 2005). Second, dogs and cats are perceived to have feelings and
are responsive to its ownerso emotional exp
anxiety and increasing relaxation (Beals, 2009). Third, dogs and cats coutdpacgoits
owners in their activities, such as doing house chores or going outside, which could tighten
the emotional bond between owners and their pets (Geller, 2009). Fourth, dogs and cats are
perceived to have a sense of loyalty and affection through riheals of welcoming their
owners home, which could increase positive feelings aneesedem of their owners (Geller,

2009). Fifth, dogs and cats are furry animals that provide opportunities for owners to caress
and in turn, lower their stress and riease their welbeing (Anderson, 2010; King, 2011).
Lastly, dogs and cats are shown to increase
feelings and welbeing (Ferry, 2005). This pet limitation to dog and cat is in accordance with
other studis, such as Burnett (2009), Doglas (2002), Ferry (2006), and Gulick and Krause
Parello (2012).

Methods

This study was an applied descriptive research with quantitative measures. It was an
observational crossectional study. The inclusion criteria for tharticipants of this study

were Indonesians with a minimum age of 60 years old and a minimum level of education of a

high school diploma. The education inclusion criterion was in accordance of Ryff, Keyes, and
Smot hkinds (2000) s tdudng the effectoheducdiien agpaucovpriate e 0 f
on psychological welbeing. For the pet owners, the inclusion criteria were the following:

owner lives with pet; owner takes care of pet for pleasure purposes, not economical nor
security reasons; owner issgonsible for the pet care, such as providing foods and giving a

bath; and the pet is limited to a dog and/or cat (Black, 2009; Dradjat, 2010; Ferry, 2006;
McConell & Brown, 2011).

The instrument used in this study to assess psychologicabeialj was the Scale of
Psychological WelBeing (Ryff, 1989). It consists of 18 items of six subscales, nassdly
acceptance, positive relationship with other, autonomy, environmental masteppse in
life, andper sonal growt h. It uses a Likert attit
Adi sagree, 0 fisomewhat di sagree, 0 Asomewhat
each of these options are scored 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 reshedtr favourable items. An
example of the items is #fl l i ke most aspect:
psychometric properties (Kafka & Kozma, 2002; Wells, 2010) and integrates extensive
theories from mental health, clinical health, andhan development (Ryff, 1989). It had been
adequately adapted to Bahasa Indonesia with a tested validity of corrected item total
corelationvalidity of 0,2 andalpha cronbach reliability 0,709 (Hapsari, 2011; Melida,

2011)

This study used the negurobability sampling method, specifically convenience
sampling, due to unknown population size and accessibility of data. The targeted sample unit
was a minimum of 30 elderly pet owners and 30-pehowners, to meet the requirement of a
closely normal distribtion data (Guillford, 2001). Sixtfive questionnaires were returned
from the total of 85 questionnaires distributed via printed questionnaires and electronic mail
in several big cities (Jakarta, Bandung, Medan, and Surabaya). After checking the
completerss of the data, 62 questionnaires (31 pet owners and 3iehowners) were used
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in data analysisAll participants signed an informed consent and confidentiality agreement to
participate in this study.

In data analysis, the IBM SPSS version 21.0 wasl,usgth the statistical methods
performed as follows: descriptive statistics to obtain organised and clean descriptive data;
independent sampletést to investigate whether there was a significant mean difference
between the two groups of sample, and wag ANOVA, to investigate whether there were
significant mean differences between two or more groups (Gravetter & Wallnau, 2007).
Secondary variables such as demographic characteristics (age, gender, marital status, and
living arrangement) were also examd) along with number of pets owned and period of
owning pet.

Result
Demographic and Psychological W8king Description

Following is the result table of the demographic description of the participants (N=62).

Table 1. Demographic Description of tRarticipants

Demographic Elderly Elderly Non Participants
Characteristic Pet Owners Pet Owner (N=62)
Freg. % Freq. % Freq. %
Gender
12 24 39.7
Male 38.7 12 38.7
19 38 60.3
Female 61.3 19 61.3
Age
YoungOld (60-74 yo) 30 96.8 23 742 53 85.5
Middle-Old (75-84 yo) 1 32 7 226 8 12.9
Old-Old (85 yo and older) O 0 1 3.2 1 1.6

Educational Level

High School Diploma 6 194 14 452 20 32,3
Vocational 2 65 6 194 8 12.9
Bachelor 18 58.1 8 25.8 26 41.9
Master 5 161 1 3.2 6 9.7
Doctoral 0 0 2 6.5 2 3.2
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Marital Status

2 3 4.8
Single 6.45 1 3.2

27 45 72.6
Married 87.1 22 70.8

2 14 22.6
Widower 6.45 8 26.0

Living Arrangement

4 11 17.7
Living alone 129 7 22.6

27 51 82.3
Living with spouse/family 871 24 77.4

In Table 1, it is shown that most of the respondents in this study were female; young
old subage group, bachelor level of education, married, and living with spouse/family. The
differences between the two groups weresufrage and educational level characteristics,
with pet owner group had notably a younger age and higher educational level.

In regards of description of the pet ownership on the elderly pet owner group (N=31),
below is the following result table.

Table 2. Frequency Description of pet ownership on the Elderly Pet Owner Group

Ownership Characteristic Sub-group Freq. Percentage
Owned Pet Animal Cat 11 35.5

Dog 20 64.5
Number of Owned Pet 1 pet 20 64.5

2-3 pets 9 29

>3 pets 2 6.5
Number of Years <1 year 6 194
Owning Pet 1-3 years 4 12.9

3-5 years 10 32.3

>5 years 11 35.5

In Table 2, it is shown that most of the participants in the elderly pet owner group had
one dog as a pet for more than five years.

Furthermore, the description of thesychological wetbeing on participants was
calcul at ed. The following is the r ebging t
(N=62).

t

ab
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Table 3. Psychological WeBeing Description of the Participants

Psychological WeiBeing M Minimum Maximum SD

Total Score 79,6 58 94 6,788

Subscales Score

(4) SelfAcceptance 12.65 6 17 2.612
(2) Positive Relations with Other 13.97 9 18 2.165
(6) Autonomy 12.55 6 17 2.274
(3) Environmental Mastery 13.31 6 17 2.207
(5) Purpose in Life 126 7 17 2.165
(1) Personal Growth 1453 8 18 2.28

In Table 3, it is shown that the mean total score of participants' psychological well
being was 79.6. As this mean was much more closely skewed to highest the possible score (of
108) than to the lowest possibec or e (of 18) of t he i nstr
psychological welbeing was categorised as high. Regarding the subscales, it is shown that
the highest mean was found in personal growth, while the lowest mean was found in
autonomy. This means that tharficipants were best in their openness to experience and
realizing their potential, while less able to regulate their behaviour from within themselves.

Main Result

The following is the result table on the description of the psychologicatbsgly mean
difference between the elderly pet owner group andpatrowner group (N=62).

Table 4. Psychological WeBeing Mean Difference between the Two Groups

Group N M Significance Notation
Elderly Pet Owners 31 80,48 t=1,029 Not sign.
Elderly NonPet Owners 31 78,71 p = 0,307

Based on the-test statistic calculation, it was found that t = 1,029 with 0,307.
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This means that there was no significant psychological-befig difference between the
elderly pet owners and ngpet owners, athe mean difference found was due to chance or
error factor.

The following is the result table on the psychological weihg subscales mean
difference between the elderly pet owner group andpatrowner group (N=62).

Table 5. Psychological WeBeing Subscales Mean Differences between the Two Groups

Subscales Group M Significance Notation
Self Pet owners 12,32 t=-0,972 Not sign.
Acceptance

Non-pet owners 12,97 p=0,335
Positive Pet owners 14 t=-0,116 Not sign.
Relations

Non-pet owners 13,94 p=0,908

Autonomy Pet owners 12,65 t=0,333 Not sign.
Non-pet owners 1245 p=0,741

Environmental Pet owners 13,45 t=0,515 Not sign.

Master
Y Non-pet owners 13,16 p =0,609

Purpose in Life Pet owners 13,52 t=3,776 Sign.
Non-pet owners 11,68 p =0,000

Personal Pet owners 14,5 t=0,05 Not sign..

Growth
Non-pet owners 14,52 p=0,956

Based on the-test statistic calculation, it was found that t = 3,776 ith 0,000 in
purpose in life subscales. This means that there was a significant purgdeedifference
between the elderly pet owners and p&t owners, where the elderly pet owners had
significantly higher purpose in life than the elderly ym®t owners. The mean difference
found was due to existing difference between the two groupshaace or error factor.

Furthermore, the on@ay ANOVA test was performed to calculate the psychological
well-being subscales mean difference between the elderly dog owner, cat owner -@ed non
owner group (N=62).
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Table 6. Psychological Welleing Subscales Mean Differences between the Three Groups

Subscales Group M Significance Notation
Self Non-pet owners 12,97 F=5555 Sign.
Acceptance
Cat owners 10,45 p = 0,006
Dog Owners 13,35
Positive Non-pet owners 1394 F=0,54 Not sign.
Relations
Cat owners 13,45 p = 0,586
Dog Owners 14,3
Autonomy Non-pet owners 12,45 F=1,779 Not sign.
Cat owners 11,64 p=0,178
Dog Owners 13,2
Environmental Non-pet owners 13,16 F=0,261 Not sign.
Mastery
Cat owners 13,73 p=0,771
Dog Owners 13,3
Purposen Life  Non-pet owners 11,68 F=7,021 Sign.
Cat owners 13,45 p=0,002
Dog Owners 13,55
Personal Non-pet owners 1452 F=0,052 Not sign.
Growth
Cat owners 14,73 p =0,949
Dog Owners 14,45

Based on the on@ay ANOVA calculation, it was found that F = 5,555 wjth=
0,006 inselfacceptance subscadmd F = 7,021 witlp = 0,002 inpurpose in life subscale
This means there was significant saticeptance and purpose in life differences betvike
elderly nonpet owners, cat owners, and dog owners, where the elderly dog owner group had
significantly higher setacceptance and purpose in life than the other two groups. The mean
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differences found were due to existing differences between the ginoeips, not chance or
error factor.

Discussion

Based on the descriptive ana-bgngingenevahitwasa r t i ci
found that the participants had categorically high psychological-lveatly. This was
consistent with Papali a, Ol ds, damd thdt thdred ma n 6 <
IS an increasing psychological wkking among the elderly, as there are improvements in

social welfare accessibility, lifestyle quality, and supportive facilities, which Joga (2013)
claimed are also found in Indonesia. This could alseeXmained by the high score on
positive relation with others s-heingespecialy whi c
among the Asian community such as Indonesia (Bee & Boyd, 2002; Dayton, 2001; Hutapea,
2011; Papalia, et al., 2009). The reabeing the social relationship could help the elderly to

retain life satisfaction amidst stress and trauma, such as when losing a spouse. Moreover,
social support could also help preserve and improve physical and cognitive health for the
elderly.

Furthernore, the highest score was found in the personal growth subscale. This
finding was in accordance of Hapsari o6s (2011
indeed have numerous positive potentials; they are still able to understand, grow, atapt, an
engage in a life task. On the other hand, the lowest score was found in autonomy subscale.
This could be due to the Indonesian el derly
attitude (Hutapea, 2011; Lesmana, 2011). Moreover, this finding wascafssistent with
Ryffés (1995) study that demonstrated partic
score on selbriented subscale such as autonomy.

The main result showed that there was no significant psychologicalbeiaty
difference baveen the elderly pet owners, both dog and cat, angpebowners. This finding
was in accordance with Parslow et al.oés (20(
and Pelletierbds (2007) studies t hraketweemdi cat
owners and their pet. The attachment factor determines the extent of quality time spent
bet ween owner with their pet and owner 6s e mc
Thus, as claimed by Ferry (2006) and Tucker et al. (1995), tlehqlsgical impact of a pet
on psychological welbeing is dependent on the attachment between owner and pet, not just
the ownership factor. More studies are recommended to investigate the relationship between
petowner attachment and psychological wsing.

In addition, no significant relationship found between pet ownership and
psychological welbeing could also be due to the Indonesian elderly already receives
adequate social support. Indonesians have unique characteristics such as extended family
structure and high community ties (Georgas, 2003; Muhammad, 2006; Park, 2007; Sunarto,
2009; Wells, 2010). Hence, their social support needs have been met and might moderate the
relationship between psychological wb#ing and pet ownership, as indicatedMigConnel
and Browndés (2011) study. Future studies ma
elderly who lives alone and/or with single status.

In regards of the subscales, the elderly pet owners had a higher purpose in life than
nonpet owners. Thisvas consistent with previous studies, specifically Ferry (2007) and
Black (2009). This finding was essential as it indicated that a pet helps the elderly to find
purpose and meaning in life, which is one of the developmental tasks of the elderly (Papalia,
et al., 2009). This is because a pet is usually considered as a member of family and thus,
become one of the reasons to live (Pohnert, 2010). Pet ownership also provides routine and
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structure in their lives, as they need to walk their pet outside and lgates and foods on a
regular basis (Geller, 2005; Moeller, 2010). Additionally, pet ownership is also found to
increase spirit, engagement, happiness, and life satisfaction (Geller, 2005).

Going into more specifics, the elderly dog owners had higlteaseeptance than cat

owners and noowners. This finding was in accordance with Gulick and Krduser el | 00 s

(2012) study that showed pet ownership helps the elderly in accepting imperfections in self
and life and in redefining their seMorth, which isone of the developmental tasks of the
elderly (Santrock, 2002). The reason is due to therapeutical benefits generated mainly by

dogs, and not cats (Wells, 2007). Dogs are indicated to be a relaxation source, reducing stress,

increasing selesteem, and algre for owners to express their sadness (Kist, 2009; Orsini,
2005; Pohnert, 2011; Shiloh, et al., 2003). Not to mention that perceived unconditional love
and loyalty of dogs could help eliminate despair and hopelessness while also increasing
feelings of afety and comfort (Black, 2009; Dradjat, 2010; Geller, 2005).

Furthermore, the following were the limitations of this study. First, lack of control on
age and educational level of the participants. The differences found on these characteristics
between he two groups might become a covariate and thus an alternative explanation of this
studyods finding. Nonet hel ess, the study al

el derl vy, and | imited the educati onarofl evel

minimum of high school diploma. Second, the small sample size could lowered the statistical
power and thus, reduced the testds ability

r

t

sti |l | satisfactory cons iudes,randregsibitith Fusture studied y 6 s

may take these into account by applying more vigorous control on demographic
characteristics and possible covariates and also increase the sample size.

Conclusion

Based on the data analysis, the following are theemast udy 6 s f i ndi ngs.
significant psychological welbeing difference between the elderly pet owners, both cat or
dog owners, and nepet owners. Second, in regards of subscales, the elderly pet owners had
significantly higher purpose itife than nonpet owners, and more specifically, dog owners
had significantly higher selcceptance than cat owners and-pehowners.

These findings are imperatively valuable when reviewing solutions to solve
psychological wetbeing issues of the eldg. For example, it could be taken into
consideration in policy making to allow pet ownership in geriatric care and nursing homes.
This finding could also be included in psychoeducation to socialise psychological benefits of
pet ownership, especially ftine elderly. Socialisation regarding the importance of emotional
bond between owner and their pet is shown to lower stress and increaseing(King,

2011). Lastly, this finding could encourage the use ofakxisted therapy, as it was indicated
thatdogs could be beneficial as a source of relaxation and expressing oneself (McCullough,
1986; Shiloh, et al., 2003).
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Sociologist as a profession: an analysis of newspapers titlE3942013

Christian Ruggiero, Giovanni Santonastaso

1. Introduction

The Research project of significant national interest (PRIN) 20001 1 A Pr of essi on
public space % agsocanhidvestighting data, rokes and perspectives of the
public sphere professions: those jobs dealing with politics, education, communication, and
culture, that, in our perspective, are represented by those who graduated from the faculties of
political, social and communication sciences (Morcellini, Faccioli, Mazza, 2014).

One of the theoretical assumptions of the Research Project is that these professions are
affected by the public sphere crisis: there seems to be a common trait between individualism
(Putnam, 2000; Bauman, 2001) and the crisis in the professions of public sphere (which, for
example, is also expressed in the generalised crisis of political represent&appella &
Jamieson, 1997; Patterson, 2002). The widespread common place stiticad against the
knowl edge and the professions that fall I nt
space is central in today's society. In fact, these are all activities that are based on crucial
knowledge to interpret and understand our wonld aurpresent times (McQuail, 2013).

The wider Research Project, investigates the policies and the professional training offered by
universities for jobs in the public sphere, the social perception of the related professions, and
the public representatio of these professions, with particular attention to media
representations. This work represents a part of the latter of the above mentioned research
areas. The nAsoci al constructiono of jobs in
images povided by the media are central when it comes to reconstructing the picture related
to the public reputation and to the social appeal held by such professions. In fact, the media
representations significantly contribute to define a more general socieseegpation of jobs

in the public sphere, which appears to be closely tied to the nationalesmciomic context.

The specific subject investigated in this research action, carried out by the Rome Research
Unit?’, Sapienza University, is the informative dimension in media representation: images
pertaining to information systems (quality and popular press on the one side, infotainment tv
shows on the other) have been analysed with reference to the image of ithéh@lpublic

sphere.

In particular, we analysed articles from the main economic Italian newspbafete 240r¢

and one of the main omnibus Italian newspaplarsfképubblicd selected during the ped

from 1994 to 2013.

Choosing the period from 199 2012 means to put the research activity into a wider
reflection in times of radical change regarding first the academic offer's structure, in political

representation and in public participation (
a subgtution role of the media in a context of rising individualism, certainly important for the
political, social, communicative profession'’

26 National Scientific Coordinator Prof. Mario Morcellini (Sapienza University in Rome); Scientific Coordinators
for Local Units ProffAlessandro Dal Lago (University of Genoa), Mariano Longo (University of Salento), Lucio
5Q! t SaalyRNR o! yADENE A (& yRaa0b €ilidei QUmivecsify diPiNd). h NA

27 Scientific Coordinator Prof. Mario Morcellini; Research Action Staff Pvieffco Bruno, Mihaela Gauvrila,
Rolando Marini (University of Perugi@hristian Ruggiero, Dr&iovanni Brancato, Simor@annataro, Simone
Mulargia, Fiorenzo Parziale, Giovanni Santonastaso.



145
Sociologistasa professionananalysisof newspaperstles 19942013

Through the analysis of titles and texts of these articles we tried to expleréhamedia

discourse (van Dijk, 1985; 2013) created by these two important Italian newspapers
contributes to shape the public image of thefgasions of the public space.

The selection of the two newspapersoraehbtect
Apopul ar press, o0 that, although not entirel
distinguish two information sources, ideally contributing to build two different images of the
professions of the public space.

On the one hand, we haveSole 24 Ore the major economical newspaper in lItaly, the

second in distribution afteZorriere della Sergthe most diffused Italian newspaper), closely

linked to Italian Industrial Federation (Confindustria). It is the heill 8ble the newspaper

founded by Gaetano Semenza and Francesco Vallardi in 1865, on the model whege

reporting the news regarding comments on the Stock Market, dispatches on the market of
silks and cotton, and political commentaries. WhieSole joined 24 Ore founded sictly

after the Second World War, in 1946, the 11
unique reference point in the newspapers panorama. On the other hand, w& have
Repubblicathe third newspaper in distribution, the second in readersteipCGorriere della

Serg from the very beginning the opinion newspaper of the cdeftrdtalian readers.

Founded by Eugenio Scalfari in 1976, it has been in the years the most successful example of

a newspaper able to contend w@brriere della Serahe primacy of readers and influence on
opinion IlItalian public, all owing more of it:
news and storytelling (Agostini, 2004). A very peculiar example of how the Italian press has
claimed its peculiariestno t he @A Medi tla RepabbleaAh nmodel¢éed m
colorful writing and graphic presentation; broadened its agenda to include more entertainment

and culture and eventually sports and crime; hired women reporters; and increased female

r e a d e (Hallim & plancini, 2004, p. 101). In fact it represents a symbol of how, in the last

three decades, commentamjented journalism had the best on the attempt to establish
Aineutral 0O papers as a response to thehalans hi f t
press.

So, the comparison between fAqualityo and Apo
representing fAmanifestations of popul ar poli
on rational debateo on whecbneebahetiandia b

i nto begin a more adept reader of contempor e
other (Conboy, 2002, p. 148) seems to be satisfied tdk#ge 24 Oreandla Repubblicaas
sources for the corpord articles to be analysed.

2. Method

The databases of bothSole 24 Oreandla Repubblicavere queried in full text research with

a set of keywords directly referring to the
scient insutn,iocc atcoaoam 6 and fApress agent. o

A first step of content analysis (Altheide, 1996) brought us to better distinguish the articles we
found, on the basis of five critical elements.

First, thedegree of involvemenhe profession of the public space we wenalgsing was
submitted to in the article: negligible (i.e. only a citation of the opinion of a sociologist,
amongst many others); partial (i.e. a citation in order to explain a phenomenon that is strictly
linked to social life, about which the position egpsed from a sociologist is not considered

as central, but it is rather important in the structure of the article); central / focalised (i.e.
citations from one or more sociologist that constitute the key to understand the phenomenon
the article deals wli).






